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MINISTRY of R ECONCILIATION. 
Preached at the Pariſh- church of 
ALL-SAINTS in NORTHAMPTON, 
2 Cor. v. 18. 
All things are wy. God, who bath reconciled us to intl 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry of 


reconciliation. 


i love of God, that ſupremely avs, and 


ſupremely gracious Being is of all other tem- 
pers, the molt delightful and divine. A ſacred 
flower, which in its early bud is happineſs, and in its 
full bloom is heaven —To platt this noble principle 


in the brealt, to cuſtivate its growth, and bring it to 


maturity, is the grand end of all religion, and the ge- 
nuine fruit of faith unfeigned,— Angels are happy, be- 
cauſe the love of God triumphs eternally, and without 
a rival, in their exalted affections. True believers are 
happy, becauſe the love of God, in a prevailing degree, 
is thed abroad in their hearts. The gotpel is a diſpen- 
ſation of happinefs, becanſe it diſcovers the ſuperahun- 
dant loving kindneſs of God to man, and urges the 
moſt engaging motives for our ardent. NOS: to itis al- 
mighty Majeity. 

The goſpel repreſents the great God, not only as 
beſtowing upon his creatures all the good they enjoy; 
but as effecting their reconciliation, to his own adorable 


Self. Etfteting this moſt deſirable of all bleſſings, not 
barely by vouchſafin g a pardon, but a parcon proacur» 


ed by the death of his Son: and by this eariching cir 
cumſtance, infinttely enhanced; arrayed in all the 


charms that heaven itſelf goutd give.— To render the. 
purpoles of his love more Nr aud extezſive, he hae - 


% 1 


Fi. _ Nr a 0p” * o 
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- inſtituted an order of men topubliſh theſe glad tidings's * 
and to invite, yea, ts belcech the world, to partake 

the exceeding riches of his grace.— All which the a- 
poſtle has expreſſed in my text, with his uſual energy 
and conciſeneſs ; All things are of Ged, who hath recay- 
ciied us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us 
the miniſtry of reconciliation. 

From which words permit me, with all that ſimpli- 
city which becomes a miniſter of the humble Jeſus, 

I. To enlarge a little upon that glorious and amiable 
repreſentation of the bleſſed God, diſcoverable even by 
the light of nature; All things are of him. 

II. To remind yon, how much more illuſtriouſly the 
delighiful attributes of the Deity are diſplayed in the 
accompliſhment of our redemption ; in that t re- 
cerciied us to himfelf by Jeſus Chriſt. 

III. To obſeive the benign import, and beneficial 
tendeney of the goſpel - miniſtiy expreſſed in that re- 
morkabſe clauſe, He hath given to us the miniſtry of re- 

' conciliation, - 

Fiiſt, 'l hen let me enlarge a little upon that glo- 
rious and amiable repreſentation of the bleſſed God, diſ- 
ccverable even by the light of nature; All things are 
of him.” — Heaven, and the heaven oi heavens are his, 
with all their hoſts. Thrones and dominions, priv ei- 
Palities and powers, all the happy beings, that fit at 
the. fountain head of felicity, were produced by bis 
power, and are ſuppiied with bleſſings from his hand, 
are filled with joy from his copntenance, — If we trace 
the various emanations of comfort and advantage, 

that refreſh our lower world, we ſhall find rea ſon to ac- 
knowledge with the pſalmiſt, “ all our freſh ſprings are 

in Ged. 1 he day is thine,” ſays the ſame facred 
„ viriter, and the night is thine; thou haſt prepared 
«« the light and the ſun,” The magnificent luminaries 
in the ſky, are lamps of the Lord; hung vp on high, 
to diſpenſe the chearing gift of light amidſt all the fa- 
miſies of nature, The interchanges of night and day, 
with the viciſſitudes of revolving ſeaſons, are his mini- 
ſters ; all ſent on errands of kindneſs, and bringing the 
- n:olt valuable preſents in their hands. The ianumera- 
b variety of living creatures, and of nutrimental ve- 
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"LECONCTEIATION. 4 
getables, are the portion, not which our own induſtry 


has procured, but which our heavenly Father's bounty 
has ſettled upon us. 8 W775 
Every great eadowment, beſtowed on the children of 
men; every noble atchieyment,. accomplithed by re; 
nowned perſonages ; theſe derive their original from 
the uncreated fountain of perfection aad of power. — 
If Solo neu is poſſeſſæd of enlarged wiſdon, and kingly 
qualities, he expreſsly acknowledges, it is from the 
Lord, ſuperintending human affairs, that ſuch kings 
are advanced to reign ; and by the. Lord enlightening 
their minds, that ſuch princes decree jnitice, If, at one 
period, Nebnachadnezzar purſues his conqueſt with ir- 


reſiſtable impetu ſity, it is to ſcourge the otfendin g peo- 


ple of the Lord; and baniſh idolatry from their wor- 
ſhip, as the driving wind [wept the chaff from their 
floors. If, at another juncture, Cyrus is equally victo- 
rious, and co nes upon princes as upon morter, and 
« as the potter tradeth clay:“ it was the Lord of hots 
that raiſed up this accompliſhed commander from the 


eaſt, and bid him execute his deſigns of reſtoring love 


to his reformed nation.—All thoſe arts which meliorate, 


and fciences which embellilh life, even theſe are from 
the Lord, who is wonderful in coualel, and excellent 


27 2 292 „„ 3». - 
144 v5 44 bib +. 


The time would fail me to enumerate particulars. — 
Whatever is benefcial to communities, or coinfortable 


to individuals; whatever ſprings from the rain of hea- 


ven; or is produced by fruitful ſeaſons ; whatever ad- 


miniſters :o the improvement, or chears the heart of 


man; all, all acknowledge God for their author, He 
is the giver of every goed and perfect gift. The whole 
earth is filled with the profuſion of his beneficence. and 


where, where is the creature, that has not taſted, that 
does not ſubſiſt on the inexhauſtible ſtores of his boun- 


ty? — \nd though affliction alſo comes from the Father 


of our ſpirits; yet this is no derogation from his ten- 


der mercies: ſince he chaſtens, not with an arbitrary 


ſeverity, but with a parental pity ; he chaſtens only to 
amend, and theſe light, though tranſient tribulations, »« 
are preparatives for an exceeding great and eternal 


weight of glory, 
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And is not ſach a Being worthy of our higheſt admi- 
ration, and our devotelt love? Has he not, by ſuch in“ 
effable excellencies, ſuch unmeaſurable benignity —has 
he not an undoubted claim to the affections of our 
hearts, the praiſes of our tongues, and the unintermit- 
ted ſervices of our lives? He is the ſource. of all our 
good; ſhould he not be alſo the center of all our grati- 
tude, and of our whole obedience ? — But our obliga- 
tions will riſe immenſely higher, if we confider, 

Secondly, How much more illuſtriouſly the delightful 
attributes of the Deity are diſplayed in the accompliſh- 
ment of our redemption ; in that * he hath reconciled 
% us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, —” Man was created 
upright, immaculate, and in the image of God, hea- 
venly wiſdom ſhone bright in his underſtanding, and 
true holineſs fat enthroned in his heart. — But how ſoon, 
and how fatally did he fall! From what height of per- 
fection, to what depth of degeneracy ! Since that de- 
ſtructive tranſgreſſion, all fleth has corrupted his way 
every man has become brutiſh in his knowledge; and 
the imagination of the thoughts of his heart is only 
evil cortinually, Our iniquities ſeparated between us 
and our God, and our fins hid his face from us,“ as 
from an abominable object. Nav, our fins accuſed us 
at his righteous tribunat; ard, like the blood of Abel, 
cried to heaven for vengeance. Vengeance and fiery in- 
dignation was our expected doom, and eternal death 
the wages due to our offences, — What rendered the 
miſery of mankind ſtil} more exceſſively deplorable, and 
only not deſperate, was, that they were © without 
ſtrength, without any power to make ſatisfaction for 
their provocations, or extricate themſelves from this 
abyſs of woe, —Oh wretched, wretched man, if left in 
this late of guilt and ruin ! if abandoned by the God, 
from whom thou haſt ungratefully revotted, deer had 
it been for thee never to have exiſted. 

But, behold the kindneſs and love of God our Savi- 
our! Hearken to the ſounding of his bowels, and of 
his mercies towards us! I have ſeen,” ſaid he} (as in 
the cafe of enſſuved Iſrael,) I have ſeen, the affliction 
of my fallen creatures, They have. undone them- 
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1 s ſelves, but in me “ is their recovery. - Satan has de- 

n- MT ceived, and in deceiving has deſtroyed them; but J, 

4 even 1, will deliver them.“ —Wherewithal will the 

ar Lord accompliſh this es of his free, unmevrited: 

t- coodneſs ? By the blood of bulls og of goats, or of all 

ur the cattle upon a thouſand hills? "Contemptible, to the 

i- laſt degree, are ſuch beggarly oblations ; only ſo far as 

a they tipify the all-glorious ſacrifice Was an. angel 

charged with this important baſigeſs, or the higheſt 

ul ſeraph bidden to interpoſe as the repairer of our | 

* breach? The angels were ablolutely incapable of exe- 

d cuting ſo great a work. It required a fat abler agent 

d to negotiate our reconciliation, It muſt ooſt incompa · 

— rably more to redeem our guilty ſouls. Therefore, 

d the God of our ſalvation laid the help upon one that 

7 is mighty.” He appointed to the mot momentuous of: 

r all offices, the moſt illuſtrious of all beings. He ap- 

- pointed his own Son, the brightneſs: ot. his glory, 

; and the expreſs image of his perſon,” Hf " 

d Behold then the Son of God taking our nature, that 

y he may act as our Mediator. Admirable conſtitution! 

E full of wonder, and full of grace !—How joyful to the 

is ſinner! The work muſt infallibly proſper in ſuch 

is hands, ſuch a ſurety cannot fail of ſucceeding iꝶ all hne x 

7. undertakes. How gracious in the Father! Could there: | 

* be a ſtronger aſſuranee, or a more emphatical demon- 

h ſtration- of his boundleſs beneficence, than to ſeud the 

e Son of his boſom ;. he- Son of. his eternal delight; the 

d Son, dearer to him than all worlds? How condeſcend- 

t ing in the Saviour! Would Ahaſuerus abdicate his im- 

* perial diadem, or the great ruler of Babylon forego the 

8 honours of his enlarged: dominions, to attend on the 

n welfare of ſome ignoble captive that grinds at a-mill, 

. or of ſome infamous male factor thatiis chained in a dun - 1 

4 geon? Yet the everlaſting Potentate of heaven and uni- if 
verſal nature, undertakes: a more humbling office of- = 

2 friendſhip, for a race of abhj:ct creatures, that. dwell in 

4 duſt; and. were doomed: to hell. —Let' every child of 

1 Adam look unto, Chriſt! by faith, as all» the people of- 

* Ifrae! looked unto Moſes, win be went into the-taber- 


nacle of the congregaũion to iniercede before the Lord. . 


dee Hoſea, chap, xiii, 9. + See Exodus, chaps-xxxiji 87. 
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FREE OF 
We have ſeen the perſon reconciling, let us next 
contemplate the manner of reconciling, A ſubject 
equally aſtoniſhing and delightful | The Father recon- 
ciled us to himſelf, by laying upon his Son * the iniqui- 
ties of us all:“ by admitting him to ſtand in our 
ſtead, and by exacting from him the puniſhment which 
we had incurred. God reconciled us to himſelf, not 
only by the humiliation, but by the ſuffering of this 
Prince of heaven: and not by ſome flighter ſuffering, 
but by his ſuffering unto death : and not by his under- 
going a common death, but the moſt ignominious and 
tormenting of all deaths, the death of the croſs. It 
pleaſed the Father,” ſays the apoſtle, to reconcile all 
things to himſelf; ©* making peace by the blood of the 
croſs.” ——Becauſe we deſerved ſhame, the Lord of 
glory was numbered with malefactors, and loaded with 
infamy. Becauſe we deſerved the bitterneſs of death, 
the Lord of life endured the pangs of diſſolution, in 
their unabated and moſt racking extremities. Becauſe 
we were obnaxious to the curſe of the law, therefore 
the ever-bleſſed ** Jeſus delivered us from the curſe of 
„the law, being made a curſe for us.” 

Glorious propitiation ! and altogether as complete as 
glorious! What now ſhall terrify the true believer ? 
What ſhall Rand between him and his eternal hopes !— 
Shall Satan muſter up his aceuſations, and ſet them in 
frightful array? Yer, though there may be much guilt, 
there is no condemnation to them that are in Jeſus 
Chriſt.— Does the law take the guilty mortal by the 
throat, and with its rigorous ſeverity, ſay, “ Pay me 
© that thou owell ?” It is paid, fully paid by the inter- 
vention and ſuretifhip, not of a mean man, but of the 
mighty God made fleſh. Does divine juſtice demand 


ſatisfactaction, for he wrongs received from ſinners? 


It is not only ſatisfied, but moſt awfully glorified by 
this wonderful oblation. In ſhort, this is a full, per» 
fect, and ſufficient ſacrifice for the ſins of the whole: 
world. It vindicates the honour of God's holineſs. It 
diſplays his unſearchable wiſdom, It manifeſts his un- 
utterable goodneſs, It gives the melt magnificent and 
lovely luitre to all the divine perfeRions,— May. we not. 
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RECONCTETtATION 9 - 
then, looking unto our bleeding Saviour, and pleading 


his ineſtimable propitiation, venture to adopt the aa 
W poltle's challenge, Who ſhall lay any thing to the 


« charge of God's ele&? It is God that juſtifieth; not 


* imputing our tre ſpaſſes unto us, but transferring them +: 


to his dear Son. * Who is he that condemneth ? It is 
Chriſt that died,” and by his precious death hath made 
reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs. 52. | 

I have been the more copious upon this ſubject, be- 
cauſe it is not only the grand point in my text, but is 
the very heart of the goſpel ; the fountain of all our 
comforts, and the foundation of all our hopes. But 
proceed, and with greater brevity, 1 

Thirdly, To obſerve the benign import, ang beneficial 
tendency of the goſpel-miniſtry, expreſſed in that re- 
markable clauſe, ** He hath given to us the miniſtry of 
* reconciliation,” Here, I am not attempting to mag- 
nify my office, or to aggrandize the miniſterial charac- 
ter; but only to render our ſervices accÞptable to our 


brethren. — Some perfons, whether through prejudice - ' 


or miſtake, are apprehenſive of being terrified by our 
meſſage, or ** tormented before the time” by our doc- 
trine, Bat can the news of reconciliation to the Lord 
God of hoſts terrify, or the offer of remiſſion of fins. 
torment ? How welcome ſhould be the approach, or, 
to ſpeak in the elegant language of a prophet, ' How 
beautiful the feet of him that bringeth good tidings !” 
And can there be better tidings, more reviving, or 
more tranſporting, than thoſe of the everlaſting goſ- 
pel ? which faith unto Sion, „Thy iniquity is taken 
„away, and thy fin purged ;” thy God is reconciled, 
and inſtead of abhorring thee as a rebel, is willing to 
embrace thee as a child? When our armies have beer. 
in the field, and ſo ne very important, ſome decifive en 
gagement drawing near; with what eagerneſs have you 
expected, and with what delight have you received the 
account of a complete victory gained? And is not our 
report equally worthy of all acceptation ; which de- 
clares Satan vanquiſhed, and fin deſtroyed; declares 
death aboliſhed, hell deprived of its prey, you, and all 
the rich advantages of peace with heaven, reſtored ? 
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When Peter lay bound in priſon, was the angel an un- 
welcome miniſter, who ſtruck away his fetters, opened 
the gates of iron, and tranſmitted him, free and unmo- 
leſted, to the cordial ſalutations of his friends? As you 
are all by nature, in bondage to fin, our buſineſs is, to 
take you by the-hand, and lead you out of this ignomi- 
nious ſlavery, into the glorious liberty of the bas of 
God ; while the Spirit of the Moſt High breaks off your 
ſhackles, and makes you free indeed. — What manna 
can be more refreſhing than ſuch a meſſage ? What balm 
more healing than ſuch a ſervice ?—If, at any time, we 
arm our words with terror, and denounce the vengeance 
of God on every ſoul of man that doth evil: this 
is only to awaken you from that gay inſenſibility, which 
| would lull you into irretri-vable ruin. It is like the ga- 
thering clouds, and the diſtant burſts of thunder, which 
might warn Noah to retire into the ark, before that in- 
finitely more tremenduous deluge came, which was to 
ſweep the careleſs world away. Whether therefore we 
diſplay the allurements of divine love, it is for your 
delight; or whether we bend the bow of divine indig- 
nation, it is for your benefit: to win you to happinels, 
or drive you from miſery. So that in every reſpec; 
and by all our miniſtrations, we are to be. © helpers of. 
% your faith, and furtherers of your joy.” 

And Jet not any one ſuſpect, that a meſſage of ſuch 
free and rich grace, bas a tendency to ſooth men into: 
ſupineneſs, or ſerve the cauſe of licentiouſneſs. It is, 
of all other expedients, moſt effectually calculated to 
reconcile us to God, in another ſenſe of the word: to 
ſubdue our enmity, and captivate our perverſe affecti- 
ons; to impreſs our alienated hearts with adoring gra- 
titude, and engage our refractory wills to dutiful obedi- 
ence, —Fcr, can we be cold: and indifferent to ſuch: 
immenſe benignity? Can we affront and grieve ſuch. 
unſpeakable tender kindneſs ? What effect had David's. 
clemency in ſpating Saul's life, when it was in the pow-. 
er of his hand to have diſpatched that implacable ene- 
my? it overcame, for a while, even majice itſelf: it 
fetched tears of ſcrrow ſrom the perſecuter's eyes, and 
expreſſions of the moſt endeared affection from his lips“. 


1 Sam, zZX1v. 16. 
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RECONCILIATION, 1 
And when God, the God to whom vengeance belong- 


eth, not only ſpares us guilty wretches, but puniſhes 
his immaculate Son in our Read ; when he bids the 
W ſword of juſtice paſs by our devoted heads, and ſheathe 


itſelf in the heart of his beloved Son; can we reſiſt ſu 
heavenly goodneſs? Can we ſpurn ſuch bowels of mer- 
cy ? Muſt not love ſo divine and infinite, melt even the 


3 moſt obdurate heart; make us fling down; with abhor- 


rence the weapons of rebellion, and eonſtraig u ſw,eet - 
ly conſtrain us to obedience * ? Ky 

Let me now, coaformab!y to my ſacred commillion, 
beſeech you all to be reconciled. Eſpecially let me be- 


; | ſeech the humble penitent, and the haughty ſelf-righte- 


ous moraliſt.— Ve humble peaitents that are convinced 
of ſin, and mourn ſor ſin, be of good comfort. God 


W has abounded in the riches of his grace towards you, 


and has given you a ranſom to rely vn, of higher dig- 


| nity than all heavens, or of more value than all worlds, 


The men of Tyre made Blaſtus the king's chamberlain 
their friend + : the God of glory has conſtituted his 
dear Son, your atoning ſacrifice, your prevailing advo- 
cate, The men of Tyre deſired conditions of peace the 
Lord Jeſus. Chriſt hath both obtained and fulfilled the 
conditions of your peace. Could there be a more »lori- 
ofts perſon choſe to act your reconciter, than the Prince 
of heaven, and Heir of all things? Could there be a 
more effectual method of reconctfiation, than his obe- 
dience unto death, even the death of the croſs, — Fly 
then to this all- ſufficient Redeemer. . Rely on his moſt 
meritorious and ſatisfactory ſufferings. Be your ſins e- 
ver ſo numerous, ever ſo enormens, theſe need be no 
bar to your acceptance. For God has received an atone- 
ment: an infinite atonement God has received. So that 
he can admit you to his favour, unworthy as you are, 
without the leatt blemich to his avenging juſtice. He 


* Mr Hervey had added, by way of a note, the follow- 
ing words in the copy which he tranſcribed, and from which 
this is printed, © When I preached this ſermon, I recapitu- 
s lated in this place, as you or any reader may do if he 
6 pleaſes, the preceeding heads, but I thought it unnect ſſi- 
ry io tranſcribe ſuch a recapitulation.“ 

+ Acts xii. 20. 


# 


..z 
; 7 
- » £4 


n 9 


12 THE MINISTRY OF &. 


can, he will admit you, as freely as if you had never 
done amiſs, Truſt therefore in your reconciling Savi- 
our. Place a chearfu] confidence in his propitiating 
merits, Only let the grace of God, which has appear- 
ed with ſuch tranſcendent lovelineſs in the bleeding Je- 
| ſus, — let this grace teach you, with a prevailing effica- 
cy, to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
& world.” 880 | 
As to thoſe of a contrary character, who are righte- 
-ons in their own eyes, what ſhall 1 ſay ? Shall 1 decry 
the exerciſe of morality, or difparage the duties of holi- 
neſs ? God forbid. The goſpel is a doctrine according 
to godlineſs, and true holineſs is the health, is the hap- 
pineſs, of the ſoul. Thele duties ifluing from faith, 
and recommended by the interceſſion of Chriſt, are ac- 
ceptable to the divine Majeſty, But theſe are not your 
Saviour, God has not reconciled the world to himſelf 
by their own pious practices, but by his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. — Can your charitable deeds expiate your in- 
numerable offences? As ſoon may a ſingle drop of pure 
water correct and ſweeten the unfathomable brine of the 
ocean. Can your def:Qtive performances ſatisfy the 
demands of a perfect law, or your wandering devo- 
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God? As well may your lifted hand eclipſe the ſun, or 
intercept the lightning when it darts thro' the burſting 
cloud There is no other name given under heaven, 
whereby you may be reconciled to God, and ſaved from 
wrath, but only-the name, only the name, remember, 


of Jeſus Chriſt, Here fix your hopes, and you ſhall ne- 


ver be diſappointed. Fix them on any other object, and 
_ everlaſting confuſion will enſue. — We beſeech you 
therefore in God's ſtead, we beſeech you for your own 
ſouls ſake, reje& not this abundant mercy, neglect not 
this great ſalvation. | 

Now, unto. him who has reconciled us to himſelf, 
and waſhed us from our fins, in his Son's blood, be 
glory and thankſgiving love and obedience, henceforth 
and for ever. | 
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GAL, vi. 14. 8 


od ferbid that I ſhould glory, fave in the croſs of our 


a- Lord Jejus Chriſt.— : 
e a 
e HE croſs of Chriſt, was the favourite topic of St 
Ce Paul's contemplation. The croſs of Chriſt, was 
o- the choſen ſubject of his ſermons, aud the grand theme 
dt Mot his writings.—at all times, and in every capacity, 
or M'ꝛae profeſſed, he avowed, he gloried in the croſs of 
os MC hrilt.—Nay, what is very remarkable, he gloried in 
n, icthirg elſe.— And what is ſtill more obſervable, he 46“ 
m or red the thought of glorying in any thing elſe. He 
r, peaks of ſuch a practice in the language of deteſtation 
c- nd dread; accounting it a high degree, both of folly __—O 
ad und of wickedneſs : „ God forbid that 1 ſhould glory, —= 
ou ** ſave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt:“ 3 
vn [t may therefore be an employ worthy of our preſent _ 
Lot attention, to enquire into the aature, the reaſonable- | 
res, and the idem, of this reſolution. all which, 1 
If, hope, will appear, if we conſider, | 
” I. In what the apottle would net glory. 
't 


II. In what he did glory. 


111. What reaſon he had to glory in the Croſs of 
Chriſt. C 


Thele points being briefly diſpatched, 1 ſhall beg + 
p £ : : 
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leave to add a word of application; ſuggeſted by the 

tenor of the diſcourſe, and adapted to the circumſtan- 

ces of my ſeveral hearers. And may that adorable Jeſus, 

who has exchanged his croſs for an heavenly crown, 
accompany all with his divine bleſſing ! 

Let us then enquire, 

I. In what the apoſtle did act glory? Not in the 
ęgreatneſi of his learning, as a ſcholar. He was brought 
up at the feet of Gamaliel ; educated by the moſt fa- 

mous tutor of the age. Nor was his genius, or his in- 

duſtry, inferior to the other advantages of his education. 

Yet all theſe advantages, with their correſpondent ac- 

quiſitions, he accounted no better than pompous igno- 

rance, or-refined folly. | "Shih 

Not in the Mridtneſt of his life, as a Jew.—In this 
reſpect, he profited above his equals : © Was taught 
« according to the perfect manner of the law of the 
«« fathers “; after the ſtricteſt ſect of their religion, he 
* lived a Phariſee f:“ Was zealous, exceeding zeal- 
ous, of the whole ceremonial law, and of all the tradi- 
tional conſtitutions. Which accompliſhments mult fi- 
niſh his character among his countrymen ; mult open 
his way to ſome of the firſt honours of the nation; and 

ive him a.name among thoſe worthies who were reput- 
ed the excellent of the earth. But what others counted 
gain, this he counted loſs for Chriſt. 

Not in the eminency of his gi/ts, nor in the extent of 
his »/efulneſs, as a Chriſtian miniſter.— He had been 
caught up into the third heaven : had heard the words 
of God, and ſeen the viſion of the Almighty; had 
wrought all manner of wonders, and ſigns, and mighty 
deeds — What was ill more valuable, he had planted 
churches, and converted fonls. -His labours were gone 
out into all lands, and his words unto the ends of the 
earth.—Yet all theſe acquirements before the infinite 
God, were deſective; all theſe preformances, in point 
of juſtification. were in/uficient ; therefore in none of 
theſe he gloried.— Which reminds me of the ſecond in- 

uiry. 

2 II. in what the apnſtle did glory.— Ne gloried in a 

croſs. strange! M hat ſo ſcandalcus as a croſs? On a 


Ads xxii.;, + Chap. zzxvi. 5, 
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croſs rebellious flaves were executed, The crofs was 
execrable among men, and accurſed even by God“. Yet 
WT the apoſtle glories in the crols, Crucifixion not being 
WL uſcd among us, the expreſſion does not ſound fo harfh ; 
neither is the idea ſo horrid. But to the ear of a Gala- 
tian, it conveyed much the ſame meaning, as if the a- 
poſtle had gloried in a halter, gloried in the gailows, 
eloried in a gibbet f. | | 

= < $tupid creature! (perhaps ſome may reply), to 
. undervalue the moſt ſubſtantial endowme c, and 
glory in infamy itlelf !” But Rop a moment, and hear. 
the apoſtle farther. He glories in the croſs of Chnit 3 
that illuſtrious perſon, who was anointed to be the all- 
WW inftrutiog Prophet, the all-atoning Prieſt, and the alt 
W conquering King of the-church.—lia the cro!s of Chriſt 
W jeſus; who, by the diſcharge of all thote important of. 
fices, ſhould ſave his people from the dominion of fin, 
Sand from the damnation of hell.— in the crols of Chi ilt 
Jeſus, our Lord; and not ours only, but Lord of all 
«+ Who doth according to his will, in the army of hea» 
* ven, and amorg the inhabitanks of the earth T. MG 
« hath on his velture, and on his thigh, a name writ- 
ten, KING OF KINGS, AND LRD OF LOKDSS.” 


ki, _— 
— 


« 


3 by IS 


* Gal. iii. 13, | | | 
+ Some 3 I am informed, were diſguſted at thee 
words, Haller, gallous, gibbet, They are io horridly con- 
temptible !--- To whom I would reply; That the croſs, in 


2 point of ignomin and torment, included all this, and mure. 
1d Unleſs the Engliſh reader *urms to himſelf fome ſuch images 
f he will never be able io apprehend the ſcandalous na: ute, 
17 and ſhocking circumſtances, of his divine Maſter's death. 

ed The words, I muſt confeſs, were dive; fified, and the tens 
ne WEtimen: was reiterated, on purpole to aff, & the mind with 
he this aſtoniſhing truth. Neither cin I prevail upon mylelf 10 
ne expunge the expreſſions; unleſs I could ſub!ti:ute others of a 
St more ignominious aud execrable import. On I would beg 
of: of the ſerious reader, to ſpend a moment in the followin 


reflection 2“ Is it fo? That a poli:e and delicate ear can 
6 hardly endure ſo much as the ſνl. of the worde? How 
++ amazing then was the condeſccuſio ! How eb. ming and 
adorable the goodneſs of God's iMuftrious Sau; to bear all 
„that is ſignificd by theſe igtolerable vide terms? Brur it 
L Angy, bear it e/earfully, for us men, add our lalva 
tion. N | . 

. Dan, iv. 35. 6 Rev. xix x6. 1 
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1.6 THER CROSS'OF CHRIST 

And is it poſſible for any human heart, to contem- 
plate the croſs of ſo divine a Being, and not to glory ? 
Is it poſſible to fay, * Angels, he rules over you; but 
« he died on a croſs for me; and not exult in ſuch 
tranſporting beneficence ?—This will be more evident, 
if we examine, 

111. What reaſon the apoſtle had to glory in the eros 
of Chriſt.— The croſs, though in itſelf an ignominious 
tree, yet being the croſs of Chriſt, is infinitely ennobled. 
It becomes the tree of life. It bears the divineſt fruit. 
Its cluſters are all ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings. Two 
or three of thoſe clabters, you will permit me to ſeleq; 
and may the God of all mercy make them better than a 

feaſt to every humble ſou! ! 

One bleſſing is the pardon of in. The pardon of all 
ſin, original and actual: fin that is remembered, and 
ſin that is forgotten: ſin, however circumſtanced, or 
however aggravated. The pardon of all was purchaſ- 
ed by the death of Chriſt, —completely purchaſed ; — 
ſo that, againſt the true believer, fin ſhall never riſe 
up in judgment; ſhall not ſo much as be mentioned 
unto him“; ; ſhall be done away, as though it had ne- 
ver been. For thus faith the ambaſſador of the Prince of 


peace; ge it known unto you, men and brethren, that | 


© through this man is preached unto you the forgive- 


© neſs of fins: and that by him all that believe are ju- 


« ſtified from all things +.”—Oh my ſoul! my guilty 
ſoul! what are all the 2 s: of the world, and the 

lories of them, compared with this ineffable bleſſing ! 
Jer this is but 6ne among a multitude. 

Another benefit, accruing from the croſs of Chriſt, 
is, reconciliation with C.! When we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son t.“ 
Not pardoned only, but accepted from a ſtate of enmi - 
ty, reſtored to a ſtate of favour; even that favour, 
e which is better than life 6.“ — 4 privilege of ſuch ſus 
perlative excellency, that it was celebrated in the hymns 
ot angels. When the heavenly hoſt uctered a ſony, this 
"was the ſubject of their harmonious j Joy; Glory be to 


Ez k. xvii. 22, + Ads xill. 3 j Rem. v. 10, 
$ Plal. Ixiii. 4. e 
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THE CHRISTIANs GLORY. 17 


cod in the highelt ; and on earth peace; good-will 
. towards men “. * By the birth of this wonderful 


„child, and the death he {hall ſuſtain peace is wade 


« bet ween heaven and earth. And not peace only, but 


a divine riendſbip + commences, God regards the apo- 


e ſtate race of men, not only without indignation, but 


= « with complacency and delight. He rejoices over 
them, to do them good |." 


Another benefit is holineſs; or, if you pleaſe, the 


rue. the Chriſtian morality.—Let none think, the be- 
lever in Jeſus diſparages true morality. True moratts 


ty is the image of the bleſſed God. Itv«is moſt charm- 
ingly delineated throughout the whole Bible, It is the 


WE beginning of heaven in the human ſoul. Aud its pro- 
per origin is from the croſs of our divine Maſter. — For, 
WE through the merits of his death, ſinners are made par- 
W takers of the holy Spirit; who writes upon their hearts, 


and makes legible in their converſation, what was anci- 
ently written upon the mitre of the high Prieſt, HOLI- 


NESS TO THE LORD. — And oh! what a motive is 
the croſs of Chrilt to the exercife of every virtue! He * 


died: my Lord, my Judge, my King died; to redeem 
* me from all iniquity, and make ine zealous of good 
« works.” How powerfully, far beyond any naked in- 
ſtructions, or abitra& reaſonings, do ſuch conſidera- 
#0 2 

* Luke ii. 14. 

+ There ſeems to be a beautiful gradation, in this angelic 
hy wn. Good-uill is more expreſſive, and denotes a richer 
bleiſi + than pcace. ---The original Eud: kia, is a word of the 


moſt amiable and noble meaning. It ſignifies a very high 


eſtdeem, and a very tender benevolence. By a word of the fame 
import, the almighty Father-expreſſes his infinite ſatisfaction 
in the perſon and undertaking of his beloved Son, Matth. 
in. & 

+ Deut. xxviii. 63. . 

Would my reader have the livelieſt paraphraſe on this pa(- 
ſage? or ſee the actings of this divine complacency, deſerib- 
ed with inimitable delicacy? Let him attend to the prophet 
Zephaniah: “ The Lord thy God, in the midſt of thee, is 
wh mighty, He will fave thee : he will rejoice over thee with 
„Joy: he will reſt in bis love: he will joy over thee with 
a Ang, chap. iii. 17.” ; bY 
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18 THE CROSS OF CHRIST 

tions invite == us—cenltrain us * to renounce alt 
un godlineſs, and adorn the goſpel of God our Saviour! 

Another blefling is, wdtory ober death. — This alſo is 

the fruit of that once detelted, but now ever beloved 

tree. For thus it is Written; „That through death 

he might deſtroy him that had the power of death; 
that is, the devil: and deliver them who thro' fear 


*« of death were all their lifetime ſubject to bondage f. . 


The devi) is faid to have the power of death, becauſe, 
by tempting, too. ſucceſsfully, our firſt parents, he 
brought death into the world; becauſe, by tempting; 
their poſterity to ſin, and too often prevailing, he ar- 
- rays death in horror; he arms death with its ng. But 


® Chriſt, by expiating. our guilt, has diſarmed this laſt 


enemy; has taken away its ſting ;, and made it not loſs, 
but gain to die f.— The gay, and the healthy, know 
not how to form an eſtimate of this deliverance, Nor 
can any words of mine deſcribe it, with proper energy. 
Go to dying beds; there you will learn its true worth. 
Aſk ſome agonizing friend; he, and he alone, can tell 
vou, what a bleſſing it is, to have the king of terrors 
converted into a meſſenger of peace, : 

One bleſſin g more l would mention, and earneſtly 
with it, in due time to all my hearers: An entrance 
„into heaven.” This too is the produce of our Re- 
deemer's croſs.— St ]c hn ſawa bright aſſembly of happy 
beings, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands, rejoicing before the throne of God. Theſe,” 
{aid one of the venerable elders, © are they who came 
ont of great tribulation, and have waſhed their 

robes, and: made them white in.the blood of the 

Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne 5.— 

They came out of great tribulation :” They ſuffered, 
it is probable, in the ſervice of Chriſt, Perhaps they 


* 2 Cor. v. 14. 
Religion . Thou the ſouk of happineſs; 
And groading Calvary, of thee There ſhine. 
The nobleſt truths; Here ſtrongeſt motives ſling! 
There, ſacred violence aſſaults the foul; 
There nothing but comprlſion is forborn. ; 
| | ; Nig ut Thoughts, N. FV. 
4 Heb.. ii. 147 If, 1 Phil. i. 21. $ Rev. VII. 95 14, If. 
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MW THECHRISTIANs GLORY. rtf 
i down their lives for his ſake. But 7% was not 
heir paſſport into the regions of bliſs, —** They waſhed 
heir robes in the blood of the Eamb-;* They had ap- 
olied to their own ſouls, the merit and atonement of 
Wthe crucified Jeſus. By th means they were preſented = 
Noithout ſpet and blameleſs ; on #hiz-account, they were 
3 Mad mitted to . ſee the King, of heaven in his beauty 1 td 
ad to be ever, ever with the Lord. N 
Siace then the croſs of Chriſt was demonſtrative of 
ſuch ſtupenduous /ove ; ſince it is producive of benefits 

A innumerable, invaluable, and eternal; was there not a 

1 cauſe, for the apoſtle to glory on this behalf -N 
might not the very ſtones have cried out, to reproach > 
him with inſenſibility and ingratitude, if he had neglect- 

ed to glory in the croſs of Chriſt? And ſince this love 
vas ſliewed, theſe benefits were procured, not for him 
only, but for us alſo, and for all generations; does not 
this afford me an opportunity, of applying the doctrine 

to each particular hearer? c ; 

1. Let me addreſs, or rather let me congratulate, 
my brethren. in the miniſtry, —Though you cannot 
controul the laws of nature ; though you cannot ſee 
into the ſecrets of futurity; you have the ſame cauſe of 
glorying with the very chiefeſt of the apoſtles. A cauſe 
of glorying, which that holy man of God-eſteemed, far 
above all ſuch miraculous abilities. Lou hare the crols 
of Chriſt, © | "INN 
For your ſtudy, as men 


For your hope, as Chriſtians : 
. For your preaching, as uiniſtern. | 
1 For your Hudy, as mens Here, the reaſoning. facul- 


ties may exert. .themielves, with everlaſting. improve- 
ment, and everlalting delight. Here, we contemplate: 
the wanders, the unparallelled wonders, of. a God made 
man: dying; as a pattern of patience z as a'martyr for 
truth; as an all perfect ſacrifice for ſiu.— Here the Lord 
JEHOVAH- hath fully granted what his ſervant Moes 
F ſo earneſtly requeſted : he hath made all his glory to 
pals before the altoniftiug. eyes of angels, and of men. 
Here //tice has ſet her moll awful terrors in array - 
even while good neſd appears, with ine rpreſſible loveli- 4 
| | V. B 'P | ; 45.» 7 0 
La. xx:i., 7, + Exod, zxxitic. 1- _ 
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neſs, and the moſt attraftive beauty. Here, rut, 
more ur haken than a rech, takes her immoveable ſtand ; 
and mercy, tenderer than the mother's tear, yearns | 


with bowels of everlaſting pity.—la a word, the crofs | 4 4 
of Chriſt is a conſpieuous theatre, on which / the di. 
vine per fections unite,” and harmonize, and ſhine forth 


with tranſcendent luſtre. 4 
As Chriſtians, we have in the croſs of Chriſt, the 

richelt proviſion for our own ſpiritual wants, This | 

is a foundation of the ſublimeſt hope, and a fountain | 


of the moſt exuberant joy. This affords matter for the 
"deepeſt bumility, and yields fuel for the moſt flaming 
lebe. Faith in our crucified Jeſus, is an ever active 
principle of the moſt chearful and exact obedience : is an 
ample and inexhauſtable magazine, from which we may 


fetch arms to conquer, abſolutely conquer, the allute- 


ments of ths world, the follicitations of the fleſh, and 


the temptations of the devil. —By this a way is opened 
for us into che holy of holies; and what may we not 
venture to alk, what, may we not expect to receive. | 
who have the blood of the everlaſting covenant to plead, | 
in all our approaches to the throne of grace ?*—Having, | 


therefore, {ach an high prieſt; having in his croſs un- 


feaxchable riches: who ſhall make our glory ing void? 
What ſhall hinder us from rejoicing, and ſaying, ** Blel- 
„ fed be God, for theſe apening beauties of ſpring! 
Blefſed be God for the expected fruits of autumn! 
* Bleſſed be God for ten thouſand gifts of his indulgent 
- providence ! But above all, bleſſed be Cod, for the 
- crols of Chriſt.” | 1 
As miriſters. of the goſpel, we are not left to ſet be- 
fore our hearers a ſyſtem of refined Heatheniſm, or to 
entertain them with cold, ſpiritleſs lectures of virtue. 
No; we have the infinitely tender love, the immenſely 
ſ1ce grareof the bleeding dying Immanuel, to diſplay— 
to improve to enforce. And is there a topic, in tic whole 
compaſs of oratory ; is there an argument, amidſt ail 
the ſtores of reaſon ; ſo admirably calculated to touch 
the fineſt movements of the ſoul? To ſtrike all the in- 
moſt ſprings of action, with the moſt perſuaſive, the 
moſt commanding energy? — Would we alarm the a. 
pine, or intimidate the preſumptupas ? We may” call“ 
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„nem to behold God's own Son, weltering in blood; 
|; Hoa's own Son, transfixed with the arrows of juſtice, 
uwe may bid them confider ; if judgment begins with 
ne immaculate Mediator, where ſhall the irreclaimable 


nager appear? How will we eſcape the ſtroke, how 

Pear the weight, of God's everlaſting vengeance? — 
would we comfort the diſtreſſed ? We may point them 
Xo an atonement, whoſe merits are infinite, and able to 
ave to the very uttermoſt“. We may lead them to a 


r 


in righteouſneſs, whole efficacy is unbounded, "and ſuffici- 
ie ent to juſtify the ungodly. And what balm can 'be"{o 
> Wfovereign, for a wounded conſcience ? Are we to Tap» 
e port the weak, and animate the doubting ? Here, we 
in m iy ſhew them promiſes; free promiſes ; exceedin 
7 reat and precious promiſes; ratified by the oath of 
e- JIEHOVA H. and ſealed by the blood of his Son, and 
- W what cogdials can be fo reſtorative to the drooping Chri- 
| ſtian ? : 


In ſhort; the doctrine of the croſs, is ſuited to an- 
ſwer all the great ends of our miniſtry, and promote 
all the truly valuable intereſts of our people. By this 
WS the holy Spirit delights to work. Ard this, O Satan, 
WS < ſhall be thy plague :” this, O ſin, . ſhall be thy de- 
aruction .“ —However, therefore, th®croſs might be 

W to the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
BE fooliſhneſs : God forbid, that we ſhould glory in any 
hing elſe !—Let this be the Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and ending 5, of all our-public miniſtrations. 


* Hab. vii. 25. 
To man the bleeding croſs has promis'd all: 
Tue bleeding croſs has ſworn eternal grace: 


0 Who gave his life, what grace will he deny? _ 

>. | Night Thoughts, Night IV. 

7 + Hof. vii. 14. 1 | 
— $ The author, who could write the /pirited and weighty 
* tinzs which follow, mult doubtleſs have had this conviction 
1 deep on his heart, 

* | N Thou, my all + 

My theme ! my inſpiration! and my crown! 

1 My Arength in age! my riſe in loweltate ! 3 
E 


My (oui's ambi:ion, pleaſure, wealth !---my world! 
My light in darknefs! and my life in death! 
My boaſt through time ! blifs through eternity! 


+ , + 
* 
„ 


* 


3 0 | 
2 THE CROSSOF CHRISPF 
— Let us leave a favour of this knowledge, which is 
far better than precious ointment, in every private com- 
pany.—Let it appear, from ll our converſation, that 
the affections of our heart, and the labours of our life, 

are devoted, wholly devoted, to our adored Redeemers 

croſs. — Happy the people, who are under the care of 
ſuch miniſters! "and bieſed the minifiers who walk 
according to this rule! | 2 

2. Let me exhort all true believers, Thoſe who are ü 
vile in their own eyes, and to whom Chriſt alone is 
precious. Remember, brethren, what is written in the: 
Prophet: it is a deſcription of your ſtate: it is a direc- 
tion for your conduct. In the Lord, the Lord Jeſus wy 
« Chriſt, ſhall all the feed of 1ſrael be juſtified, and in 
him ſhall they glory *.“ IN 

Let none ſay, that religion is a gloomy or uncomfort- 
able ſtate ; I call upon you this day to rejoice}. Let none Wi 
ſay, that religion is a mean or deſpicable thing; 1 call J 
upon you this day to glory. And have the divine authority 
for both j.— Lou will diſhonour the bleſſed Jeſus; you 
will diſparage his ſurpaſſing excellency; if you do not 
confide in him, and make your boaſt of him. —Chriſt is WP! 
the King of heaven; Chriſt is Judge of the world; Wn 
Chriſt is God: over all. And of ſuch a Saviour ſhall we f 
not glory? Yes, verily: ànd in all circumſtances, and g 
on every occaſin. 2 * | 

Amidſt your manifold infirmities glory in Chriſt, 
For though he was crucified in weakneſs, he hath all 
power in heaven and earth. And it is written before 
him; it is one of his immutable decrees ; ** Sin ſhall nor: 
have dominion over you |.” - Amidſt your various fail- WF, 
ings, glory in Chriſt, For his righteouſneſs covers all. 


My ſacrifice l my God /--- What things are theſe! 1 
: l Night Thoughts, Night IV. 1 
* Iſa. xlv. 25. | | | 
+ * Fis.this makes 7 e a commanj: 
Tis this wakes joy a duty to the wile. { 
| Night Thong /its, Night IV. a 
IX + Kauchgomai, The word in our text, denotes the act of 
#ejoicing, as well as of gloriſying. Thus it is trauſſated, Rom. 
v. 11. And. indeed this it always implies. - -Sce Plal. v. 11 


Pfal..cxliz. 5. Sept. Tranflat. 
I Rom. vi. 134 | 
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6.6 THE CHRISTIANSGCGLORY. 23 
ur imperfections; his righteouſneſs- ſecures you from 
Mrath and condemnation; and, tho“ deficient in your- 
Ives, you are complete in him . Under the preſſure 
tribulations, lift up your heads, and glory in the 
oss. Becauſe the Captain of your ſalvation, was made 
of ere through ſufferings, If you ſuffer with him, you 
al alſo reign with him. And the ſufferings of this 
—Welcat time, are not worthy to be compared with the 
Woppineſs, which Chriſt hath purchaſed. with his ago- 
es, and will quickly beſtow on his people. When 


A 
ig _— 


he: eath approaches; death, that cuts off the ſpirit of 
c- rinces, and is terrible among the kings of the earth; 
us o you ill glory in the croſs. Adhering to this ban- 
in er, you may boldly and triumphantly ſay, O death, 


where is thy fling ? O grave where is thy victory * 
When that great, tremenduous day fhall come, 
hich puts an end to time and terreſtrial things; when 


—_— »4- 
7 — 
- 


111 Wat awful, that majeſtic voice, is heard, which com- 
ty | Wands all the race of Adam to appear at the bar; hen, 
»1 y dear brethren in Chiilt, then alfo ſhall you glory in 


e croſs. When others, in an agony of terror, call 
pon rocks to fall on them, and mountains to over» 
helm them; this ſhall be your ſedate appeal; rather 
his ſhall be your heroic challenge: Who. ſhall lay - 
any thing to the charge of God's ele&? It is God 
that juſtiteth: Who is he that condemneth ? It S 
tt hriſt that died 4.“ —Then ſhall you enter the harbour 
eternal reſt ; not like 4 thip- wrecked mariner, cleav< 

* Col. ii. 10. To 
+ 1 Cor. xv. 55. This is evidently the Ianguag* of a con- 
ror, addreſſed to ſome formidable, but vangu d enemy. 
We ſhall form no improper idea of this fignificant and beau - 
iſul paſſage, if we picture to ourſelves the good apoſtle in the 
Wttitude of thoſe Hebrew captains, who ſet their ſect on the 
necks of the five Canganitiſs kings, Jolh. x. 24. If we ſuppoſe 
him in ſuch a poſture, io utter this animated exclamation, or 
rather this pious inſult, over the two grand, but proſtrate ad- 
rerfaries of mankind : ** O' death / where is now thy ſling ® 
* Since Chriſt has expiated fin, by the ſacrifice of himſelf > 
% grave 'where-is now thy victory? Since Chriſt is both 
5+. rilen himſelf, and has 3 to, his pcople a joyful re- 
« ſurrection 2? | 


{ Rom. viii, 33, 34. 
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24 THE CROSS OT CHRIST ; 
ing to ſome broken plank, and hardly efcaping the rag · - 
ing waves; but like ſome ſtately veffe}, with all her ſail; th 
expanded, and riding before a proſperous gale *. WE 
3. Let me caution the /e//-righteous. Thoſe, who 


more frequently think of their own piety than of 
Chriſt's obedience; are more apt to cry out with the 
Phariſee, I am no extortioner, no adulterer; than Re 
to confeſs with the publican. God be merciful to me 
© a inner,” — What ſhall 1 ſay to theſe perſons ? Let 
me not be thought cenſorious, when my only aim is 0 
be faithful. Beware, I beſeech you, leſt you build for 
eternity, not on a rock, but on the and. However you Jl 
may appear in your own fight; befare the adorable i c 
majeſt y of the everlaſting God, before the conſummate 
perfection of his holy law, you are leſs than nothing, 
"0! 


you are worſe than nothing. You are, indeed you are, 
deficiency and fin. Renounce, therefore, renounce all 
dependance on ſe f. Truſt no longer in a refuge of Wi 
lies: leſt all your admired attainments, at the day of i 
fiaal retribution, be like ſtraw, and hay, and ſtubble, Pp 
in Nebuchadnezzar's burning fiery furnace. —imitate WF 
the bleſſed penman of my text. Are you blameleſs in 
your external carriage? So was he. Are yon exem- Wl 
plary in many points? So was he. Yet all this righteouf- 

neſs he accounted but dung, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord +-—$e this your 
pattern, Write emptineſs upon your own duties; 
emptine/5 upon your own works; and you ſhall be filled 
with all the fulneſs of God your Saviour. Every other 
cauſe of glorying will be like the morning- cloud, or 
the early dew, which paſſeth away t. But this cauſe, iſ 
of plorying, will! ſtand faſt for evermore as the moon, 
and as the faithful witneſs in heaven F. 4 


* $t Peter's expre ſſion. Liſodos plousius epic ſier egethes-tai, is 
perhaps too nervous, and too noble, to admit of an ad- guat 
tranſlation. The above compariſon is, Iũ think, a very per- 
tinent illuſtration af the delicate ſentiment, and the delight- 
ful doctrine. A ſhip wafted into the port, under the full in- 
fluence of wind and tide, ſeems to afford the fineſt reprefen- 
tation of a large, a rich, an abundant entrance, a Pet. i. 11. 

+ Phil. iii. 8, t Hoſ. viig  $ Plal, kazxiz, 37+ 


0 et 


THE CARISTIANs ECLORY, 25 
can 1 conclude, v:ithout adding'a word of admoni- 
n to the wicked? Thoſe 1 mean who are enemies to 

e croſs of Chriſt; who mind earthly things; but 
der hunger nor thirſt aſter righteouſneſs, —My ſoul 
of members the wormwood and the pall of ſuch a ſtate; 
ad cannot but tenderly pity theſe unbappy people.— 
Mas! my friends, what have you to glory in? The 
me evil and his angels expect, ere long, to glory in your 


Let eſtruction. Thoſe malignant fiends are eying you, as 
; 0 Weir prey, and are impatient to begin your torment. 
for reat, inexpreflibly great, is your danger. The Lord 
you mighty open your eyes to diſcern it.— Nevertheleſs 


Vor caſe is not deſperate. You may yet be delivered. 
ate ¶ as a bird out of the ſnare of the fowler. Look unto 


ng, ie crucified Jeſus. H#hy does he bang on that bloody 
re, free? My are bis hands pierced with iron? Ic; is his 
all ody racked with pain? Vi his heart torn with an- 
of &ruiſh ? It is for you, finners, for % That blood is 


of ovred out, to cleanſe you from guilt, Thoſe wounds 
ere ſoſtained to heal your con ſciences. That anguiſh is 


ate En dured, to obtain reſt for your touls.—In that mangled 
in ody dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead “.“ Great, 
m- Wcyond imagination great, is the merit of thoſe ſuffer- 
of. Sn gs. Why then, OI why will you die? Why will you 


periſh for ever; who have an all- ſufficient propitiation 
Wn the croſs of Chriſt? Fly to this ſanctuary. Fly, be- 
ore it be too late. Fly, without a moments delay. It 
Ws an ins iolable ſanctuary. None ever periſhed, that fled 

by faith to the compaſſionate, the divinely-compaſſionate 


ger 
or Redeemer. — His death ſhall be a full ſatisſaction for 
ſe, our iniquities. A ſenſe of his immenſely rich good- 


the threatnings of damnation could never affect), ſhall 
incline you to lothe your ſins, and to love his ſervice; 
all {mooth your path, and expedite your progrels, 

to the regions of immortal honour and joy.. 25. + 

Having now. with great plainneſs of ſpeech, addreſ- 
ſed my brethren in the miniſtry; baving exhorted be- 
liezers; cavtioned the „ef righteous ; and warned the 
wicked ; let me commer. d the v hole to your ſerious re- 


* Col ii. 9. 


at 


neſs ſhall win your affections; ſhall incline, (what all ' 


. * L : 9 * * L 9 
3 * "he." wy Ps 44 E * 
3 P — 


| ee. I 
we collection, and to God's gracious henediction.— And 
x O Lord moſt holy! O God moſt mighty ! O holy and * 
1 5 merciful Saviour! by thine agony and bloody ſweat 
* — by thy croſs and paſſion — let not the word, now 
*« ſpoken, be in vain in the Lord!” Amen and Amen. 
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HOULD any one aſk, ** Why does this author publiſh Wl 
© his ſermons, when the faft ir gone and forgotten?“ 
| For this very reaſon he publiſhes, that the faſt, tho 
gone, may not be forgotten: that wwe may remember the Wt 
n, we confeſſed, and the miſeries we deprecated; remem- | 
® ber the vows of God, which are ſtill upon us; and the 
mares of death which are ſtill around us. | 
Should it be further aſked, ** Why des he obtrude himſelf Wl 
« on the public, when ſo many eminent writers have already 
« made their appearance Does he bring with him any 
» « diſtinguiſhed excellency of compoſution ? any ſuperior force 
« of argument, er uncommon delicacy of ſentiment? Ne 
fuch thing. He pretends 49 nothing refined or extraordina- 
ty: he affedts neither brilliant t ought, wor poliſhed flile ; 
equally rem:te from nice criticiſm, and profennd learning, 
his diſcourſes are ſtudioufly plain, and brought down to the 
level of the meare/! capacity. i 
« What then is his motive? — This is the very truth. In 
ſeveral of the ſermons publiſhed on this occaſion, the one 
thing needful ſeems ts be overlonted. Chrift and bi: free 
grace, Chriſt and bis great ſalvation,” are either totally 
emitted. or but Hg touched. —Where theſe are but flig/ t- 

hy touched, the door of hope and the city of refuge, are 
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© ® Theſe ſcrmons were {rſt publithed n Au 439. 
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1 The PR E F A & E. 27 

Rs wa, it were through a miſt, dimly and indiftinAly. 

babe no more than a tranſient glimpſe of the defirable 

a,, and only fo much light as is ſufficient to bewilder, 

„er :han dire —Where thy are letally omitted, the door 

95 hope is barred, and the city of refuge withdrawn from 
ir view. In this caſe, being without Chrifl, ave are with- 

7 confolation, and 150 Jae complain, with the mourn- 

e -r:phet, The comforter that mould relieve our 
uls, 1s far off, | 

RS 7hrough the folloaving diſcourſes, a conflant regard it 
%o the redemption which is in Chriſt Jefus ; 7s hit 

z atoning blood, and his everlaſting righteouſneſs ; which 

1 409mg 

(| re te grand means, both of comforting our hearts, and 
„hing cur nature. — Indeed the principle aim of the 
Ir hole is, to diſplay the wnfearchable riches of Cern, the 
* ralchleſs efficacy of his death, and thut penſect freeneſs 
Rh which all his imvaluable benefts.are beftyred, — To 
Whoſe who believe he is precious; and to theſe who art 
WS onvinced of fn, theſe falutary truths will be their own beſt 
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19 WF -commendation. Such readers will excuſe a multitude of 
i WP /cmiſhes, provided they find Feſus, who was crucified; Je- 


„. 40% is the delire of all nations; Jeſus, than whom no 
ber foundation can be laid, either for preſent holineſs, or 
55 uture happi new. | | 
A. the/e ſermons were not preached to gratify a curious 
% neither are they publiſhed with any fond proſpect of 
erming a ſinful nation. Sincerely as the author loves 
is courtsy, aud ardently as be defires the ſalvation of his» 
Wcountrymen, bf is nei ſe wainly ſanguize in his expcta- 
ien. But this he will venture to aſſert. that if ever a 
eformation is produced, it muſt, wider the influences of ® 
he eternal Spirit be produced by the dectrines of free grace 
nd juſtification through a Redeemer's righteoufneſs. Till 
i cje dedtrines are generally inculcated, the myft eloquent 
rangues from the pulpit, or the maſi correct diſertations 
from the preſs, will be no better than a peinileſs arrow, 
nd a broken bow, | | | 


er | 

ly This alſs he will venture to hope, that the diſcourſes may 
7. ere and | there meet with ſome poor inner, who is ſmitten 
1. with a ſenſe of guilt, aud alarmed with apprebenſions of 


anger; who defires nothing jo much as to find a reſting 
lace, where be may be free jrem the teriars of conſeience. 


Ke. 3 
and ſafe in the day ef trouble. This freedom and this ſafe. 
ty are to be found only, are to be fqund infallibly, in 1h. 
Bleſſed Fefur, and the blood of ſprinkling. If ſuch a read- 
er, by the following pages. is conducted to the divine Wi 
ſanctuary, the writer is ſatisfied, is rewarded, enjoys the Wil 
utmoſt of his aviſhes. ts 1 
Then, inſtead of ſoliciting the voice of fame, or covetins 
the wreath of honour ; 525 of giving himſelf any con. 
cern about the officieus critic, he will thankfully ador: 
that Almighty hand, which confirmeth the word of his 
ſervant, and performeth the counſel of his meſſengers *, 
For, Oh! how inſipid is the praiſe of men, compared with Wy 
the exalted pleaſure of glorihing Cod, and edifying an Wi 
immortal foul ! How harmleſs is defamation from a fellow | ud 
creature, when our great Creator ſmiles; and is pleaſed 
by weak things, and by things that are deſpiſed +, «Wi 
accompliſh the purpoſes of his mfinite grace, and everlaſi- 


ing love 


* Ia · xliv. 26. + 1 Cor. i. 27, 28. 
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. TIME or DANGER, 


, 
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Noſes, in the quality of his ambaſſador, to demand 


Vith hard bondage.” — The miſery of his people God 


do let Iſrael go? I know not the Lord, neither will [ 
let Iſrael go. God, to chaſtiſe his inſolence and ob- 


4 3 
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Preached on a public FasT-Dar. 


He3. xi. 28. 


rough faith he lei the paſſo ver, and the ſprinkling of 
bl:2d, left he that deſtroyed the fir/i-barn, ſhould touch 


| * thein * 


> 
„ 
” 7 


re we conſult the hiſtory to which theſe words refer, 


1 we thal!l find the ſſraelites in a ſtate of great afflic- 
Wrion. The Egyptians oppreſſed them; very heavily 
\ laid the yoke upon them; and made their “ lives bitter 


Wpities, and is retoived to redreſs. Accordingly he ſends 


their releaſe. The king of Egypt molt inſolently re- 
plies, Who is the Lord, that 1 ſhould obey his voice, 


ſtinacy, inflicts a variety of plagnes on him and his ſub- 
Wiects, In contempt of all which Pharaoh hardens his 
heart, perſits in his diſobedience, and “ refules to let 
e the people go.“ —At laſt, ſays the Lord, 1 will 
« bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon 
W- Egyptit,” which ſhall infallibly accompliſh my pur- 
pole. Be their hearts hard as the nether milſtone, 
this hall make them feel; be their reſolution ſtubborn 
as the iroa-finews, this ſhall make it bend : About 
+ midnight I will go out into the midſt of Egypt, and 
« all the firſt born in the land of Egypt fhall die +.” 
But as the Iſraelites then dwelt in Egypt, how thould 
they be ſafe amidſt the general deſolation? Will it be 
C. 2 2 
* Exod, Xi, Is + Exod. xi. 4, 5 
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THE TIME OF DANGER. 
faid, The | ſr-elites, being the people of God, were not 


expoſed to this puniſhment ; had no reaſon to fear the 
infliction of this vengeance ? —None, that remembers 
| how all the world is become guilty before God, will % 
affirm this: none, that conſiders how rebellious and 
idolatrous the Iſraelites were, can ſuppoſe this. And 


every one who has read Ezek. xx. 8 *, muſt allow, 


that there was no difference in this reſpect. The one 
people were criminal, as well as the other, All of 
them melt righteouſly deſerved the afflictive ſtroke, 
Grace, free and ſovereign grace alone, muſt mate 


the diſtinction. 


Since this was the caſe, it may reaſonably be aſked, 


How ſhall the Iſraelites be ſafe ? 4 

The Lord himſelf directs Moſes to a method, which 
ſhould effectually ſecure all the families of Iſrael, while 
death entered into every habitation of the k.gyptians, 
T he method — its execution—and ſucceſs — are all ſpe- 
cified in the text: By faith Moſes kept the paſſover, 


« and the ſprinkling of blood, left he that deſtroyed | 


«« the firſt born, ſhould touch them,” Where we may 
obſerve, - ; 

t, A very dreadful danger, ſignified by the de/fruc- 
tion of the firſt-born. i 

11. A method of ſecurity from this danger, effected 
by keeping the paſſover, aud the blood of ſprinkling. 

. The ſucceſs of this method, denoted by the de- 
ſtroyer not ſo much as louching them. 

The good Lord enable us to open and apply the 
words thus divided! Then we ſhall ſee their ſuitable- 


neſs to the preſent occaſion, and, I hope, feel their ſa- 


lutary inffuence u pon our ſouls. 

1. A very dreadful danger, ſigniſied by the de/7ruc- 
tion of the fi born, The Lord had already put his 
hand to the ſw 
fcabbard, and had received a commiſſion to go forth: 


* But they rebelled againſt me, and would not bearken 


Anto me; they did not, every man, caſt away the abomina- 


yons of his eyes, neither did they forſake the idols of Egypt. 
Then ſaid, I will pour out my fury upon them, to accom- 

liſh mine anger againſt them, in the midſt of the land of 
SLY Pts | | 
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ord : it was even now drawn from the 
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8 kingdoms, and rent the foundations of nature ? Have 
W they not ſpread terror through our own and diſtant , 
nations; laid wealthy towns and magnificent cities in 


W tudes of our fellow creatures? 


ber and power, and vigilance and ut animity ; yet the 


1 the ſlave that toiled at the mill, and the very ſheep that 


able blow! O! what an alarm will it create, and what 
a ffliction will it ſpread ! make every heart fad, and 
every houſe a ſcene of mourning ! “ There ſhall be a 
great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, ſuch as 


8 2 
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to go forth that very night; to walk through all tba 


3 J and of Egypt; and to be bathed before the morning- 
1 ght, in the blood of the firſt · born; all the firſt- born, 


— 


rom the haughty king that ſat en the throne, even to 


yeaned in the field. —Tremenduous, as well as in evit- 


« there was none like it, nor ſhall be like it any more“. 

And is not the preſent time a time of imminent dan- 
ger? Are not the judgments of the Almighty now a- 
broad in the world? Have not earthquakes ſhaken 


„* RR 


ruin; and ſwallowed up or deſtroyed unknown multi- 


Is not the ſword of flaughter drawn? has not war 
hung out her bloody flag ? are not the flames kindled 
in Europe and America, on the land and on the ocean? 
are they not gathering ſtrength daily, fpreading their 
rage continually, and threater.ing to over-run all? 

If we wereevidently ſuperior to our enemies, in num- 


events of military undertakings are very uncertain: 
„The battle is not always to the ſtrong .“ Succeis 
and victory depend upon a hand higher far than the _ 
arm of fle; Without me,” faith the Lord, ** they ® 
hall bow down under the priſoners, and they ſhall fall 
under the ſlain . 2 ; 

But are we not at war with one of the moſt potent, 
inſidious, enterpriſing kingdoms in the world? is there 
not great reaſon to foppore, that they will foon be join- 
ed by their neighbours the Spaniards ? And if we have 
been worſted by one, how thall we contend with their 
united force ?— Conſidering the ſituation and behavi- 
our of the ungrateful Auſtrians, have we not cauſe to 
tuſpeR the junction of a third Popiſh power, againſt our 

0 


| ; 3 
* Exod. xi,6, + Eccl. ix. 11. f I. % 4. 
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religion and liberty? Will not the court of Rome, with 
all her bigotted * a urge and inſtigate them to 
de active in this confederacy *? Will they not, at thi: i 
juncture — the moſt favourable for the proſecution of Mi 
their purpoſe, that any age has afforded, or their own Wl 
bi | ſanguine zeal can deſire will they not exert their utmoi 
ability to cruſh the Proteſtant caufe, and extirpate the 
, ' Proteſtant name + ? a 
Should the enemy make a deſcent upon our iſland, 
what can we expect, but that our iſland be turned into Mer 
a field of blood ! They, who have always been jealous 
of our intereſt and influence, have now added rage to 
their jealouſy. Their reſentment, like the burning fiery | 
furnace, is heated ſeven times hotter than uſual, 
We thould certainly find them, as the ſcripture ſpeaks, WW 
* a bitter and haſty nation t; and, without the ſpirit 


47 

= * 
At 

= 


of prophecy, may venture to declare, Wo be to Eng- 

land, if God ſhould now deliver it into the hands of the 
French, 8 | 4 
Some, perhaps, may cry, Theſe fears are all chi- 1 
„ merical; there is no ground for ſuch diſcouraging il; 
© ſuggeſtions; we do not queſtion but we ſhall be a WF Þ 
% match, and more than a match for our adverſaries.” if 
. n 

*I am informed, that when the Pope heard of the alliance 
lately eſtabliſhed between the houſes of Bourbon and Auſtria, 5 
Hungary and Bohemia, ſtrengthened by the unexpected ac- b 
ceſſion of Ruſſia, he cried out, with an air of triumph ; 0: 
admirabile commercium generis humani ! . Admirable aſſocia- Wi .. 
„tion and intercourſe of mankind ?“ promiſing himſelf I ſup- i 
poſe, from this remarkable turn of atfairs, ſuch advantages t 
to the cauſe and intereſts of Popery, as exceeded even all r 
his hopes, f | 5 | 
The French and Auſtrian miniſters, it ſeems, have long f 
been cencerting meaſures, to. tear up the reformed religion 6 
by the roots, and not leave a Proteſtant upon the face of the f 

earth, This execrable plot is diſcovered by the ſagacity and 
activity of the King of Pruſſia ; is averred and proved in the 
"memorials lately publiſhed” by his Majeſty. If that Hero and 4 
his army ſhould fall before their enemies, what can hinder FY 


he execution of this horrid deſign ? It may puzzle the ac- 
cuteſt politician to aſſign any human means ſufficient to ſland 
as a barrier. | 


1 Hab. 1. 65 
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THE 


let the courſe of events, let the diſpoſals of providence -» 


i; Alas! have we not loſt Minorca?” is not Oſwego 
| 4 gone? a general ſlain, and his army cut to pieces ? an 
amiral condemned to be ſhot to death, and his fleet de · 
eated by an inferior number of the enemy's ſhips? Are 
ot ravages and depredations made almolt continually 
Ev pon our colonies in America, and horrible unheard of 
to ¶eruelties committed by the ſavages on the perſons of our 
fellow ſubjects? What have we reaped from the late 
Naeampaiga, but diſappointment, loſs and thame ? 
Are not all theſe things apparently againſt us? Will 
tdbey not diſpirit our men, and embolden our foes ? 
will they not make our allies backward to come in with 


8, 

it their ſuccours; and render the powers that are unen- 
g gaged, afraid to declare themſelves on our ſide? 

he All theſe circuniſtances conſidered, the preſent time 


appears to be a time ef uncommon danger. Affairs, 
look where- ever we will, wear a louring aſpect. Our 
ky is black with clouds, and there is the ſound of a- 
$ bundance of rain “.“ Judgments ſeem, more than 
ſeem, to be hoyering all around us. How ſoon they 
may fall, God only knows! | 

« If God indeed were for us,“ we might truſt, and 
not be afraid) we might look danger in the face, and 


the caſe? Are we © a righteous nation, that keepeth 
« the truth t?“ Is there ſufficient reaſon to believe, 
that the holy One of Ifrael is our defence? — Are we 
not, on the contrary, a ſinful. generation, a people 
laden with iniquity ?” Is there not abundant reaſon to 
fear, leſt our God ſhould fay, in terrible indignation, 
„ They are joined to idols, let them alone { ?''—1n or- 
der to determine this point, let us. examine our ways, 


F Nothing can be more proper for a day of humiliation. 
4 Are not we, like the Egyptians, in a ſtate of great 
r danger, if we confider, a | 


1. The nt of our nation. 


| 0s Kings xviii. 41. ＋ Rom, viii. 31. Ia. xxvi. 2. 
Hof. iv. 17. | | | 
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To this confident boaſting, let not my tongue, but 9 


20:4 eply, —Have we then, been ſuperiot in the day of t- 


boldly ſay, Who ſhall be againſt us f?“ - But is this 
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2. The judgments of God denounced upon ſuch fing, 
3. The certain execution of thoſe judgments, unleſs 
we fly to the appointed refuge. 


I. Conſider the ins of our nation. Here I ſhall men- 
tion ſome, and only ſome, of thoſe abominations, 


which, where-ever they are found, cannot fail to pro- 
voke the eyes of God's glory, and render either a perſon 
or a people ripe for his vengeance. 7 
The Chriſtian Sabbath is an ineſtimable privilege to 
the church ef Chriſt; it is a happy means of building 


us up in the knowledge, of eſtabliſhing us in faith, 


and preparing us for our everlaſting reſt.— Vet is it not 
ſhamefully profaned in city and in country? What 
multitudes waſte it in idleneſs, or ſquander it away in 
unedifying converſation ; making it by far the moſt uſe- 
leſs and contemptible day of the week ?— This they do, 
even though God ſtrictly charges, ſaying, ** Remember 
ye the Sabbath-day,” not barely to abitain from your 
ordinary works, but to keep it holy“; devoting it 
entirely to holy purpoſes, and religious exerciſes, — This 
they do, even tho' God ſolemnly threatens, ſaying, 
« If ye will not hearken unto me, to hollow the Sab- 
« bath-day; then will | kindle a fire in your gates, and 
« it ſhall devour the palaces of Jeruſalem, and it ſhall 
© not be quenched F.” | | 

Is not the ame of God great, wonderful, and holy? 
Ought it not to be uſed with the deepeſt veneration, and 
magnified above all things? But is it not audaciouſly diſ- 
honoured, and impioufly blaſphemed ? difhonoured by 
cuſtomary and wanton, blaſphemed by falle and per- 
fidious ſwearing ? Has not the moſt high God declar- 
ed, that he will in no wiſe hold ſuch daring wretches 
guiltleſs? Yet how do theſe daring wretches fwarm, 
like the locuſts of ſociety, in our polluted land? O 
England, how is thy air tainted with this breath of che 
infernal pit! how do thy ſtreets reſound, myſt horribly 
reſound, with this language of hel]! And will not the 


almighty Lord make thee know—know, by bitter ex- 


perience, what that meaneth, which is ſpoken by his 


prophet, ** Becauſe of ſwearing the land mourneth þ ;” 


* Exod. xx, 8, + Jer. xvii. 27. 4 Jer. xxiii. 19. 
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mourneth under afflicting viſitations, and deſolating 
judgments. 1 
is not the ſcripture a fingular blefling* Yes; it is 
celebrated by the Plalmiſt, as the ſovereign. bleſling ; 
that which crowns the other inſtances of divine good- 
neſs : „ He ſheweth his word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes: 
and ordinances unto Iſrael.” lt is alſo celebrated as a 
moſt diſtinguiſhing bleſſin g, from which multitudes are 
excluded: He hath not dealt fo with all nations, 
„ neither have the Heathen knowledge of his laws *.” 
Should not then the ſeripture be precious to our ſouls; 
more precions than fine gold; ſweeter alſo than honey, 
and the droppings of the honey comb? Shonld. we not 
exerciſe ourſelves in it day and night ; reading it by 
day, meditating on it by night? Should we not make 
it the moſt delightful ſubje& of our converſation ? talk 
of it to our children, our domeſtics, our neighbours ; 
when we lie down, and rife up; when we walk by the 
way, and ſit in the houſe J? —But where are the per- 
ſons who bear ſuch a ſuperlative eſteem ,for the Bible? 
Whereis the company that delights to converſe on thoſe 
oracles of truth ? Where are the parents that diligent- 
ly inſtructs their children, and feed them with the milk 
of the word? Diverſion of 'every kind engages their 
attention, and the moſt trifling impertinence employs 
their tongue ; but the Lord's word is infipid, if not 
irkſome. His word is treated even by Proteſtants as the 
manna was treated by the Iſraelites who had the in- 
gratitude and impudence to ſay. Our foul loathetk 
this light bread 5.“ A plague from the Lord ef hoſts 
was the conſequence of their contemptuous treatment 
of the meat that periſneth. Of how mueh ſorer puniſh- 
ment ſhall we be thought worthy, who contemn the 
food that endureth to everlaſting life! 

God hath reſerved the unjuſt, ſaith the ſeripture, 
unto the day of judgment, to be puniſhed; chiefly 
* thoſe who walk after the fleſh, in the luſts of uns 
“ cleanneſs ||.” Is not this iniquity rampant ameng 
the inhabitants of England? What lewd: pictures are 


* Pal, cxlvii. 19, 20. Pſal..i: 2. Deut. vi. 2. 
$ Numb, xxi. 4. || a Pet. ii. 10. 


laſcivious hint, or ſome licentions abuſe of ſeripture! 
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are expoſed to view! What filthy writiags are ſuffered 
to ſee the light! fewel for luſt, and incentives to de- 
bauchery — What is wit, in our days, but either ſome 


Are not the wanton entertaiaments of che ſtage, aad 
other ſeminaries of ſe VAdneſs, countenanced, ſupported, 
throaged ? Can you acquit our cities and tewn of 
drunkenneſs, revelliags, and abominable exceſſes ? Are 
not theſe, and all ſorts of filthineſs found in our ſkirts ? 
If fo, hear the word of the Lord, and let it fink deep 
into every heart: When I had fed chem to the full 
„ they then committed adultery, and aſſænbſled them- 
% ſelves by troops in the harlots houſes. They were as 
«© fed horſes in the morning: every one neighed after 
„ his neighbour's Wife. Shall 1 not viſit for theſe 
„ things? faith the Lord; and ſhall not my ſoul be 
© avenged on ſuch a nation as this * ?” F 

Is not religion, vital religion, very much upon the 
decline? Does it not, even among the ſerious, wear a 
ſickly dying aſpect? What multitudes profeſs to know 
God, but in work, deny him; and, quite deſtitute of 
the power of gellineſs, content themſelves with the 
mere form? Whereas, if any, in imitatioa of the firſt 
believers and preachers, are fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
Lord with alacrity and zeal ; theſe perſons, inſtead of be- 
ing encouraged, are oppoſed ; inſtea d of being eiteerned, 
are reproached.— Of ſuch prerſons even the malignant 
ſpirit could bear witneſs, *+ Theſe are the fervants of 
„ the molt high God, which ſhew unto us the way of 
« ſalvation f.“ But among us, who call ourſelves 
Chriſtians, who pique ourfelves upon being the pure!t 
church in Chriſtendom; among us ſuch perſons are 
deemed the viſionaries of the age, the diſturbers of 
ſociety, the men that would turn the world uplide | 
down r.“ The miniſters who are moit faithful, and 
the people who are mot examplary, are a deriſion and 
a by-word among their neighbours. Thus, in Iſrael, 
they; mocked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his 
„ words, and mil-uſed his prophets.” But it was to 


* Jer. v. 7, 8, 9. + A xvi. 17. 4 Chap. zvil. 6. 
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«+. WT the confuſion of thoſe ſcoffers, and the ruin of their 
\« Country: For the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt 
2 « his people, till there was no remedy. ® Therefore he 
a brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who 
F « ſlew their young men with the ſword, in the houſe of 
of Wc their ſanctuary; and had no compaſſion upon young 
re man or maiden, old man, or him that ſtooped for 
? age 9.“ F | 


p Are we not abandoned to a ſpirit of carnal confi- 
11 dence? When do we diſcover any rehance on the Al- 
"NR mighty, or aſcribe any of our ſucceſs to his gracious in- 
* ter poſition ? It is not God, but our ſword, that ſhall 
r help us. Or if any unſeen power is acknowledged, it is 
N not the Lord of hoſts, but good fortune. One would 
E almoſt imagine, that we were aſhamed of a heavenly 

ally; and thought it a diſgrace, to own ourſelves de- 
le pendent on Omnipotence. Is not ſuch a temper a na- 
2 tional infatuation, and the harbinger of national judg- 
_- ments? Zedekiah, and the men of Judah, forgot or ne- 
of glefted the rock of their falvation, and made Pharoah's 
= army their confidence. Bur ſee what was the iſſue ; or 


& hear it from the mouth of him who fulfileth the word 


je of his ſervants ; Though he had ſmitten the whole 


* « army of the Chaldeans that fight againſt you, and 
I, 0 there remained but wounded men among them, yet 
it „ ſhould they riſe up every man in bis tent, and burn 
if « this city with fire f.“ 

RR Should you ſay, This is a falſe charge: have we not, 
* this very day, publicly acknowledged, that, vVvithout 
1 * the divine aid, the wiſeſt counſels of frail men, and 
5 * the multitude of an hoſt, and all the inſtruments of 
£ « war, are but weak and vain ?” Have we not likewiſe 
e expreſs|ly declared, that not confidingin the ſplendor 
d of any thing that is great, or the ſtability of any 
d thing that is Rrong here below, we do moſt humbly 
, 4% fly te the Lord for ſuccour, and put our truſt under 
* * the ſhadow of his wings t ?” I-would to God we believ- 
0 ed that acknowledgment, and acted conformably to this 


declaration. Me ſhould then be very diligent to propa- 
® 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16, 179. + Jer. xxxvii. 10. 
The form of prayer appointed ſor the faſt. 
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gate religion among our ſoldiers and ſailors ; we ſhould 
. | {eek for ſuch officers and commanders, as are men fearing 
4 Cod! we ſhould be as deſirous to eſtabliſh our troops in 
| godlineſs, as to train them up in military diſcipline, 
But is it thus with our army? is it thus with our navy! 
Viſit a man of war, you will think yourſelf, not in one 
of the bulwarks of our iſland, but in a little hell. Ob- 
ſerve the gentlemen of the ſword. Concerning the 
generality of them you will have reaſon to aſk, Are 
theſe Chriſtians? are they not incarnate devils*® ? — And 
can we expect, that the infinitely pure God will go forth 
with ſuch hoſts? will he not rather become * their ene- 
« my, and fight againſt them +?” 6 
What ignorance prevails, eſpecially among the lower - 
ranks of people? The groſſeſt ignorance of themſelves, 
and of God our Saviour; the groſſeſt ignorance of grace 
and ſalvation by a Redeemer's rightevuineſs ; the groſſ- 
eſt ignorance of the very firſt principles of our holy re- 
Jigion. To do evil, they are wiſe; but to good, to 
© believe in Jeſus Chriſt, to love and glorify him, who 
bought ſinners with his blood,. to do all, to do any of 
this, they bave no knowledge. And is it a {mall mat- 
ter to be thus children of darkneſs ?” is not the ſoul 
alienated from the life of God through ignorance 1 
Does not this diſpleaſe the molt high God, and provoke 
the holy One of iſrael? Let his own word determine; 
« lt is a people of no underſtanding; therefore he that 
© made them, will not have mercy on them; and he 
% that formed them, will ſhew them no favour G.“ 
Are theſe in potent menaces, made only to be contem- 
ned? then we may diimiſs our fears. But if they are 


8 © ©® 


* Does this ſound harſh? Or will any other part of the 
charge ada ced in theſe diſeourtes, prove offenſive ?---] am 
ſorry there ſhould be any occaſion for luch language, But 1 
dare not reir..ct ; I muſt not ofen it; no, nor apewgiZze 

for it. This mch, however, I will very readil, acknow - 
ledge. borrowing the words of Job, If it be not io now,” 
let experience mike me a liar. and in this caſe wake my 
6 ſpeech nothing wort,“ Job xxiv. 25. Deſirous as 1 an. of 
ſpeaking truth. here 1 tail rejoice to be convicted of falic- 
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hood. 
1 Ila. ili. 10. f Eph. iv, 18. $Ifa. zxvii. 11. 
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the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever; 
hen we have reaſon to cry, What will become of 
% England?” | 2 
In a word, religion, both as to knowledge and prac- 
tice, was never at ſo low an ebb fince the reformation 
took place ; nor luxury and immorality of every kind, 
at ſuch an enormous * op Ps now are our 
rulers? Are they zealous for God, and valiant for the _ 
truth? Have they courage to ſtem the torrent, or to 
oppoſe the overflowings of ungodlineſs ? Where are 
the grandees and magiſtrates ? Warm with generous 
indignation, do they ſnatch the ſpear; and, like the 
gallant Phineas, ſmite through the loins of iniquity,? 
rer — alas! have not our great men ** altogether broken 
es, che yoke, and burſt the bords * ?” are they not, 
ice generally (peaking, the ringleadeis in tranſgreſſion; as 
öl. eminent for their contempt of God, as for the affluence 
re- of their eircumſtances? ea, the hand of the princes 
to « and rulers have been chief in the ſeveral treſpaſles +.” 
ho But will that dignity, which they have abuſed ; will. 
of that authority, which was lent them for better pur- 
at poſes; will thoſe diſtinctions be a ſecurity to them or 
yul their Country, in the day of viſiiation ? — Hear what 
! the righteous Lord ſays, who is higher than the higheſt, 
and able to execute all his decrees: * It is the Word 
* of the great men that are lain, which ente: eth into 
* their privy chambers. I have ſet the point of the 
„ ſword againſt all their gates, that their hearts may 
„ faint, and their ruins be multiplied .“ Gates, be 
they ever ſo firongly fortified, or ever fo faithfully 
guarded, are no fence againſt the point of JELHOVAH's 
ſword. And if fin is ſuffered to enter. judgments will 
aſſuredly follow. Judgineats will joll.w oven the me 
powerful and wealthy finners ; will purſue tllem, like 
an eager blood hound; will hunt them, ke a diſma} 
ghoſt; will force, a way into their palaces, nay, into 
their cloſelt retirements; and never remit the chaie,. 
tl fainting of heart ends in multiplied ruin : in the ruin 
of themielves, their families, and their couitry, ' 
Amidſt all theſe crying eis, are we not prejamp.s- 
+ - * | 
Jer, v. - 1 Ezra , 8, + Ezc!, xa. 1, ty - 
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ouſly ſecare ? Is there not a deplorable ſpirit of ſtupidity, 
which blinds our eyes, and renders us inſenſible? Scarce 
any one lays theſe miſeries and dangers to heart. Who 
mourneth for the abominations of the land? who ſtir- 
reth up himſelf to call upon God, if fo be he may yet 
be intreated, and have mercy upon Zion? — Are we 
not too much like the intoxicated ſinners of the old 
world? They eat, they drank; they bought, they 
« fold; they planted, they builded;” they gave them- 
ſelves wholly up to ſenſual gratifications and iuferior 
cares, diſregarding all the L ce es of Noah, and 
all the tokens of impending vengeance ; fill the divine 
long · ſuffering ceaſed, the univerſal £29d came, and, with 
irre ſiſtable violence, /awept them all away .- Are we not 
in the condition of thoſe ſupine ſenſeleſs people, ſpck- 
en of by the prophet Zephaniah ? lt ſhall come to 
* paſs at that day, that l will ſearch Jeruſalem with 
* candles, and puniſh the men that are ſettled upon 
« their lees: that ſay in their heart, The Lord will 
„ not do good, neither will he do evil.” And may 
we not juitly expect their awful doom? „ Therefore 
e their goods ſhall become a booty, aud their houſes a 
« deſolation. Their blood ſhall be poured out as duſt, 
% and their fleſh as the dung. Neither their ſilver nor 
% their gold ſhall be able to deliver them, in the day 
« of the Lord's wrath, but the whole land ſhall be de- 
« youred by the fire of his jealouſy 1.“ 

As a farther aggravation of our crimes, have we not 
been incorrigible. amidit the meſt compulſive and the 
moſt winning motives to amendment? We have been 
viſited with a contugious diftemper among our caltle ; 


Luke xvii.a7. + Zeph. i. 12 &c. 


Tremend'ous threatening ! black as night it lands. , 
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell, 4 
And ſbukes the dread'ul dart; Milton, 


Even the dart of divine indignation over a guilty land. Yet 
who is awakened from a ltate of indolence ? who is induced 
to watch and pray? who falls coun at the feet of JEHO» 
VAH, ibouph they fee his wrath eukindling, aud hear his 
terruzs denounced ? . 
5 | ; 
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THE TIME OF DANGER. 41 
Which, we were apprehenfive, might have introduced 
a plague among the human race. From this fear we 
have been delivered : but are we delivered from our evil 
works, and have we renounced all ungodlinefs ? — Re- 
bellion broke out in our iſland; threatening to overthrow 
our proteſtant government, and deprive us of our re- 
for ned religion; threatening to deprive us of our liber - 
ty and its privileges, of our, pedce and its comforts. 
This ſtorm alſo was ſoon blown over and tranquiſity 
reſtored to our land. Bat did we return every one to 
the Lord our God, who dealt ſo grac- oy with us! 
Earthquakes have lhattered other kingdoms he de- 
ſtroyed other cities; while they only admonithedg not 
injured, us and ours, Has this goodnels, this diltin- x 


guiſhing goodneſs of God, led us to repentance rpm 
Were we not lately preſerved from the molt calamſtous 
of all temporal ſoſſes? from loſing the precious fruits 
of the earth. When the corn was ripe, aud ready tor 4 
the ſickle, who can forget the lowring ſey, and the 
deſcending rains, which held back the huſpandman's 
hand, and forbad the gathering? A few more days f 
ſuch unſeaſonahle weather had inevitably ſpoiled he 
produce of th round, and deſtroyed the ſtaſf of life. 
Burt divine providence, at the very hour of need, re- 
ſtrained the immoderate ſhowers; bid the ſun lhine 
forth with peculiar brightneſs, and gave us the expected 
weeks of the harveſt. Thus reſcuing us from famine, 
perhaps from peſtilence, propably from mutiny, cer- 
tainly from 'a train of evils, the particulars of 
which we cannot ſo much as imagine. But is there 
not too much ground for the complaint, ſo pathetically 
urged, and ſo frequently repeated, by the prophet ; 
„Though 1 have done all this for you, yet have you 
not returged unto me, faith the Lord “.“ 

Behold Now, the Rate of our nation. — Our ſias a- 
bound, and are grown up to heaven ſins of every, even 
the moſt horrid kind —ſins among all ranks, from the 
higheſt to the lowelt.— In our fins we perſiſt, though 
woged, as it were, with the choicelt mercies; though 
made to ſmart under variousjudgineats ; though threat- 
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* Amos iv. 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
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ened with far more afflictive viſitations.— And will the rep 
rout. the mighty. the immortal God, always bear with cor 
uch a people? will he receive the moſt horrible indig- the 


' nities, and Rlill, till refrain himſe!f? Surely he will a. all 


* j 
j i 
4 q \ 
| 
l 
b- | n 
1 


. 
F 
: 
: 


ln een RAP 
* * ** 1 


o — 
* 
* 


=_ 0 
= - - C - 
— = D. ——-— : - 
pes was 2 P - * 
_ 4 * * : * 
2 . — ? 
4 - 6 4 a = _ — 
— —U— — Po — — —— a= — ITE. - 2 
= = — — . — — x 
* I — — — — K = — — 
= - = — ——s "_ . . - * 
a N 2 — 2 
— — — - — — 6 - — — > 4 
— — — — =," — — - 
— _ — <a = F I > — 8 — — — bs 
— __— — — — — — 
— — 
— - =o — 
* Re, DT * = TY 7 
.<aS 
* Ia 
F * 


— 


— IS = =_ = 
5 a = 
— ——— 2 > —_ _—_— 
pe — pu 288 q we 


pe not filling all his diſpenſations with marks of anger! 
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Nowly. Thus the 


wake as one out of fleep ! ſurely he will ſay, with a de- 1 v 
termined indignation, ** Ah, I will eaſe me of mine ad 
*: adverſaries, and avenge me of mine enemies“! Has 66 


he not ſhewed us evident tokens of his diſpleaſure ? Ls 


And what, O what may be the end of theſe beginnings! 


a 
How doleful, how deſtructive! unleſs ſovereign grace pl: 
interpoſe; bringing us by faith in the Son of God, to or 


unfgipned repentance and newneſs of life. —Some no- 
tion we may form concerning the end of theſe things, 
Ey unfolding the ſecond point. 
A. The Judgnents of God denounced on ſuch fins. — 
Where ſuch wiquities prevail, we might va'urally con- 
c'nde, that the divine indignatioa is awakened, and 
the divine vengeance lingereth not. ls there a God:? 
does he behold the children of men? is his nature in- 
finitely püre and holy? ſurely then he cannot, be will 
not ſuffer the molt outragious violations of his ſublime 
e might argue 
trom the nature of God; thus we Mght conjecture 
from the aſpect of things. But we have a more ſure 
word of pr: phecy. in this word, . The wrath of God 
is revealed againſt all urgodlinefſs and unrighteouſneſs 
of men t.“ And ice! in what flaming colours, by 
what frightful images this wrath is repreſented, theſe 
judgments are deſcribed. | : 

They are likened to a lia rending his pray. The 
Lord had been unto Ephraim as a moth, and unts 
«i the houſe of Judah as a worm.” He had diſpenſed 
milder correQions; aflling them in meaſure and with- 
holding inferior comforts, His judgmentatere- like a 
moth fretting the garment, or like a Ver corroding 
the wood. in both which caſes the con un np 
as it were; the waſting operates ſilently, ang pege 

1 "altifing JEH 0 vs et; 
giving the people ſpace for recollection, aud logs 5 
© =} 


* Iſa. i. 24; + Rom. i. 18. 155 
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THE TIME OF DANGER. 43 
repentance : but no repentance was produced: they 
continued irceclaimable, adding ſin to ſin.— Then ſays 
the Lord, „I will be unto Ephraim as a lion; Which, 
all fierce and ravenous, ruſhes upon a lonely traveller. 

1 will now come forth, as an incenſed and irreſiſtible 
adverſary, and be as a roaring lion to the houſe of 
„ Judah,” IJ. even I. who am omnipotent, will tear, 
will deſtroy them with a mighty hand; and go away, 
ſatiated with ſlaughter and vengeance. I will take 
eway both prince and people; I will take away their very 
place and nation; and nene ſhall have power to effect 
or courage to attempt a reſcue *.—If God do t 
perverſe and incorrigible Judah, why ſhould we im 

that he will deal otherwiſe with perverſe and inc 


They are deſcribed by a flood. Now therefore, 
„ behold the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters 
« of the river, ſtrong and many, even the king of 
„ Aﬀyria, and all his glory; and he ſhall come up 
* over all his channels, and go over all bis bes and 
* he ſhall paſs thro' Judah, he ſhall. over 
over; he ſhall reach even to the neck, and the 
© firetching out of his wings ſhall fill the breadth of 
„ thy lend, O Immanuel! +.” The king of Afﬀyria and 
bis army, determined to iavade Judah, are ſignified by 
„the waters of the river.” Theſe the Lord bringeth 
ap ; over-ruling the purpoſes of ambitious princes, and 
making even their * deſigns ſubſervient to his holy 
will.— They are like the waters of an immenſe flood, 
AHrong and many, their multitude innumerable, and 
their force unconquerable, For they ſhall come with 
all their glory: with their choiceſt troops, their ableit 
commanders, and their whole warlike artilleryß. He 
* ſhall come up over all his channels, and go over all his 
„ banks;” from all parts of his vat dumigion, his 
troops ſhall be aſſembled; each province {hall be drained 
of its braveſt inhabitants; and all unite to render th's , 
expedirion. one of the molt forinidable that ever was 
undertaken.—“ He ſhall paſs through Judah;” not 
ouy make iuroads upon the frontiers, but puſh his. 

| | D 3 
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7 Roſ.v. 12, 14 + La. viii. 5 8. 
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44 THE TIME OF DANGER. 
way through the country, and penetrate the very heart 
of the kingdom. * He ſhall overflow;” ſpread terror 
and deſolation on every ſide, and in every quarter, 
« He ſhall go over” villages, towns, cities, tribes ; and 
bear dewn all before him. He © ſhall reach even to 
the neck” his ravages ſhall extend even to the 
royal city, to the very gates of the metropolis ; threat 
ening deſtruction to the palace of the king, and the 
walls of the temple. The ſtretching out of his wings,” 
the ſeveral detachments and parties of his victorious 
2 7. ** ſhall fill the breadth” of the land with havock, 
hter, and ruin; even of thy land, O Immanuel,” 


19 © 188 
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ir relation to thee ſhall procure no fayour, ſhall r 

ford no protection. They have diſhonoured that 7 
»gbodly name wherewith they were called, Thereforh 1 
that goodly name ſhall no longer ſtand in the breach, 5 
but pour itſelf with the torrent, and render it irreſiſtle. [ 


uch an inundation of judgments, ſo terrible, ſo de- 
ſtructivg, have not we deſerved, may not we expect? 
TheiWjudgments are compared to fre, and to the 
fierceſt of fires, that which glows in a furnace. The 
„ houſe of Iſrael is to me become droſs, all they are 
% braſs, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midſt of 
„ the furnace, they are even the droſs of fiver. There- | 
*© fore thus ſaith the Lord God, Becauſe ye are all be- | 
| 
| 


1 ne — —_— «s 


„ come droſs, behold therefore 1 will gather you into 
* the midſt of Jeruſalem. As they gather braſs, ard 
* jron, and tin, and lead into the midſt of the furnace, 
i to blow the fire upon it, to melt it: ſo will | gather 
«+ you in mine anger, and in my fury, and I will leave 
you there, and melt you. Yea, 1 will gather you, 
© and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye 
«. ſhall be melted in the midſt thereof “.“ Aſtoniſhing 
words! And they are doubled they are: redoubled! 
in order to alarm the inſenſible ſinners: as the ſword, 
by being brandiſhed in many a d: eadful circle, over the 

©  erimiaal's head, ſtrikes terror into his apprehenfions, 
beſore it does the work of vengeance: on his heart.— 
This generation is become braſs, impudent in their 
ckedhels. They have a: whore's forehead ; they canr 
* 


* 1 k. xx i. 18; 195728, 21... 
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dart not bluſh at their inquities, but glory in their ſhame. 
ror — They are tin; a degenerate race, children that are 
ter, corrupters, They have forſaken the good old way, 
and and ſwerved from the example of their fathers.— With 


regard to hardneſs of heart, they are as iron; impeni- 
tent amidſt all their guilt ; obſtinately tenacious of their 
vices; and not to be wrought upon by any addreſſes, 
not to be reclaimed by any expedients.—In another 
reſpect, they are as lead; ſtupid and ſottiſh; pliable 
to evil, but for any good purpoſe unmeet, to every 
good work reprobate. —Becauſe they are ſo exceedingly 
ſinful, they ſhall be overtaken by God's anger, and ſur- 


hal rounded by his fury; as metals eaſt into the mid @ 
hat i /urnace, are ſurrounded with the raging heat. The 
orb lame of this wrath fhall be bloun, as with a vehement 
ch, wind, to its utmoſt height. In this furnace they ſhall 


be leſt, to this wrath they ſhall be abandoned; till, by 
a complication of affliftions, reſembling the * P 
? tion of their vices, they are overcome, ſubdued, and 
the even melted: ſo melted, as to be either purged from 
he the droſs of their iniquities, or elle blended together in 


are one promiſcuous ruin, | 


of Theſe judgments are deſcribed by the terrible repre- 
re- ſentation of an end. An end of affluence and proſperi- 
he- ty, of which we have gloried: an end of power and 
Ito {trength, in which we have truſted : an end of all na- 
ud tional bleſſings, which we have not improved to God's 
ce, honour, but turned into licentiouſneſs. Thus faith 
er ©« the Lord God, An end, the end is come upon the 
ve « four corners of the land. The ſword is without, and 
u, « the peſlilence and the famine within; he that is in 
ye « the field, ſhall die with the ſword ; and he that is in 
ng « the city, peſtilence and famine ſhall devour him “.“ 
1! For this we have been ripening, by an untermitted 
d, courſe of ungodlineſs and iniquity, And what can be 
he expected by an impenitent people, hating to be reform- 
18, ed? What, but that judgments, which have long been 
ng ſuſpended, ſhould at laſt be inflicted? * An end is come 
eir « —it is come upon the land.” It is a national viſita- 
Ar 


* Ezzk.. vil. 2, 15 


— 


* 


46 THE TIME OF DANCER, 

tion; not confined to a part, but extending to the 
whole kingdom. — © Upon the four corners” of the 
land. No place ſhall be exempt ; nothing ſecure ; nei- 
ther that which ſeems to be moſt ſecret, nor that which 
lies moſt remote. The vengeance is univerſal and ine- 
vitable. — The executioners of this vengeance take thei 
ſtand, within and without, at home and abroad; { 
that to fly from one is only to fall into the hands of 
another. He that is in the field” ſhall find no way 


to eſcape, but ſhall die with the ſword, He that « 


© in the city ſhall obtain no protection, but famine and 


ic peſtilence ſhall devour him.” Every city ſhall be 2 


charnal houſe, and every field a field of blood. In city 
and country fin has prodigiouſly abounded ; therefore 
in city and country deſolation fhall be made, deaths 
ſhall be multiplied, miſeries ſhall abound. 

\ Theſe are ſome of the images, by which the judg- 
ments and-the wrath of God are repreſented in the 
ſcriptfires, But when all images are uſed, when fancy 
itſelf is exhauſted, we may truly cry out with the pſal- 
miſt, © Who knoweth the power of thine anger“? if 
Cod whet his glittering ſword, and his hand take hold 
on judgment, what can withſtand it, or who can ſuſ- 
tain it? If his wrath be kindled, yea, but a little, « it 
* ſhall conſume the earth with her increaſe; it ſhall ſet 
« on fire the foundation of the mountains, and burn 
4% to the loweſt hell .“ A 

When the lion has roared,” ſays the prophet, 
« ho will not fear?“ When the moſi high God has 
ſpoken ; ſpuken ſuch terrible things in righteouſneſs ; 
who will not lay them to heart? O! how deep is that 
ſleep ; how deadly is that lethargy, which the voice of 
him who ſhakes the heavens does neither alarm nor 
awe! 

Leſt you ſhould begin to ſay within yourſelves, Theſe 
threatenings are applicable only to the Jews, I proceed 
to ſhew, . 

3. The certain execution of theſe, or ſome ſuch judg- 
ments on us, unleſs we fly to the appointed refuge. 

God is an infinite ſpeaker, In his word be addreſſes 


* Pial. xc. ir. Deut. xxxiii. 22. 
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the Mhimſelf to all generations of men, and to every indivi- 
dual of the human kind, where his holy revelation is 
made. It is therefore a certain rule, that when any 
people, , enlightened by the glorious goſpel, become, 
like Jeruſalem, univerſally and incorrigibly corrupt; 
they do, in jeruſalem's doom, read their own. _ 
God is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. He 
remembreth his threatenings, as well as his pro miſes, 
to a thouſand generations, Whatſoever, of either kind, 
appeaed to our forefathers, ** happened to them as 
enſamples to us,” And © whatſoever was written afore- 
time, was written for our learning.“ Obſerve, it was 
written, not for our amuſement, — „ for our learn; 
ing and admonition “; that we may, as in a mirror, ſee 
our own picture; aud, as from an oracle, learn onr 
own deſtiny,” WR f 
ls it not in a manner neceſſiry, for the manifeſtation 
of God's inflexible juſtice, and his unalterable hatred of 
ſin, that j1dgments ſhould take their courſe ; when ini- 
qutity Tears its head, and refuſes to be controuled ? At 
ſuch a juncture does not every one of -the divine attri- 
butes cry aloud, O Lord God, to whom vengeance 
belongeth, thou God, to whom vengeance belongeth, 
ſhew thyſelf, —” And how can the jultice of God, 
with regard to a wicked nation, be ſhewn, but by exe- 
cuting his vengeance upon thern, in temporal calamities, 
Conſider, Sirs, the very eſſence of nations and poli- 
tical communities is temparal, purely temporal. They 
have no ducation, no exiſtence, bur in this world. Here- 
after ſinners will be judged and puniſhed fiagly, and 
in a perſonal capacity only. How then ſhall he; who 
is Ruler among the nations, maintain the dignity of his 
goverum2nt over the kingdoms of the earth, bat by in- 
flicting national puniſhments, for national provocations ; 
and, tor final impenitence, total deſtruQion ! 
Beſides, has not the Lord always acted in this man- 
ner? Go back to the generations of old. Contemplate 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them; well 
watered every where, even as the garden of the Lord. 
Yet * this fruitful land is made barren,” thoſe populous 
15 


* 4 Cor. x. 11. 
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48 THE TIME OF DANGER. 
eities are turned into aſhes, for the wickedneſs of ther 
that dwelt therein ;” for their pride and idleneſs; f 
„ their voluptuous and wanton indulgencies. For whit 
N things ſake the wrath of God” not only has come, 
former ages and in diſtant nations; but in every a 
cometh, and in every nation will come, upon th 
chiſdren of diſobedience +.” 
Paſs over to Babylon the grandeſt city that the ſin 
ever beheld; which ſet calamity at defiance ; ſaying it 
her heart, I ſhall be a lady for ever .“ How is lh 
fallen! « ſwept with the beſom of deſtruction! $” N 
ſo much as a trace or footſtep of her ancient glory leit 
And ſhall we be ſafe, when thoſe very iniquities preval 
among us, which razed the foundations ol the Babylo 
nian metropolis, and overthrew the magnificence of the 
Babyloniau monarchy ? | 
Take a view of Conſtantinople, once the mol 
flouriſhing Chriſtian city in the world: where the fir 
Chriſtian- Emperor filled the throne, and Chryſoſtom 
That great Orman orator, tne puipit. Then it wa 
gloriouſly eulightened with the knowledge of Jeſu 
Chriſt. Grace and truth dwelt in it; and the beautie 
of holineſs adorned it. But now the candleſtie is re. 
moved. It is now given up to infidelity and barbarity; 
is now full of darkneſs, and cruel habitations. 
Come hither then, ye careleſs ones, and ſee what 
: deſolations ſin has made in the earth. On account d 
fin Sodom was conſumed, as in a moment; Babylon is 
totally deſtroyed ||; Conſtantinople has loſt her glory, 
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* Pſal. cvii. 34. + Col. ili. 6. f Iſa. xlvii.). 
§ Iſa-xiv 23. 

Will any, raiſed in their own conceit above the vulgar 
level, neglect theſe admonitions with a ſmile of diſdain ? be- 
cauſe they can align . cauſes of ſome ſuch evils, as 
have been deſcribed, will they therefore quit their ſpirits, a- 
midlt the alarming prolpect of judgments trom heaven? — 

They have heard (I make no doubt) that a midnight debauch 
in Babylon, and a popular ſedition in Jeruſalem, left the gates 
of the former open to Cyrus, and the walls of the latter with- 
out defence to Veſpaſian. Perhaps they will ſuppoſe, that 
the overthrow of Sodom was occaſioned by the thock of an 
earth-quake ; and that the fire from heaven was produced by 
ſulphureous exhalations. 
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THE TIME OF DANGER, 49 
ad will the Lord, the Lord God, who is unchange- 
bly juſt and holy; will he ſpare that in one people, 
hich he has ſo ſeverely corrected in another?“ He 
that chaſtiſeth the Heathen, ſhall he not puniſh” us, 
en we do according to all their abominations ? 

Have we a licenſe to fin with impunity? are our fins 
ſs heinous than thoſe of other people? Quite the re- 
rſe. Conſidering the many bleſſings which we enjoy 
a nation; the many deliverances we have enjoyed as 
Proteſtant nation; the numberleſs advantages for re- 
rious knowledge and religious practice, which we both 
zve enjoyed, and do enjoy, above all the nations on 
urth.— Conſidering theſe circumſtances, . our wicked - 
eis is highly aggravated ; it is become exceeding ſin - 
; it overpaſſes the deeds * of the molt. abandoned 
leathens. What theff can prevent our ruin ? | 
Will you reply. We faſt, and humble ourſelves ' 
before the Lord?“ -I aſk, Do we faſt from fin? are 
ur falt-days the beginning of a goſpel-reformation ? 
hen we abſtain from our daily bread, do we turn by 
aith to Jeſus Chriſt ; that, „eating his fleſh, and 


Be the premiſes ever ſo certain, is there any thing rational 
the concluſion ? Is not what we term the cour/e of nature, 
he incefſant adminiſtration of Provide ace? are not many of 
ts ordinary appearances very evident indications of a righ- 
eous and holy government, unalterably determined to pu- 
diſh fin ? The poverty and ignominy of the lazy vagabond ; 
he dileaſes of the debauchee, and the diſtreſſes of the ſpend- 
hrift; are theſe leſs manifeſt ſigns of the divine diſpleaſure, | 
decauſe they are the immediate effects of an evil conduct? 
re they not as certainly the judicial, the penal, as they are 
he natural conſequences of vice? 

Let thoſe therefore who fear not judgments, compare 
aulcs and even's. If ſelfilhnels, avarice, and venality; if 
naolence, luxury, and prodigality : if youth without prin- 
iples, tradeſmen without honeſty, and nobles without ho- 
our ; if theſe are allowed to be, either pro\ vking immoralities 
fatal ſymptoms, I fear the ruin of England cannot be far off, 
od Almighty gran:, we miniſters may not accelerate: the fall 
dt our country, by negleting to warn every man, and ex- 
lort every man, tothe great evangelical duty of BELIEVING, 

N order to promote national reformation, and to elcape ha- 
ona! deſtruction, ; w— , 
Jer. v. 28. 


— 


* 


#: a 
F | 


50 THE TIME OF DANGER, 

„ drinking his blood, we may live thro' him *?“ ſiye day 
in holineſs here, and live in glory hereafter, by apphy T'Þ 
ing his immaculate righteouſneſs to our ſouls. —If this ing 
is the caſe, we may entertain 3 hopes.— The pee 


ſcripture ſpeaks good words, and comfortable words, fror 
to ſuch people; be their condition ever ſq vile, or their me. 
It ever ſo great —But, alas! are we not juſt the vo 
ame perſons, the day after our faſt, as we were be. i {er 
fore? as vain in our converſation, and as forgetful of ſtr 
God? as fond of folly, and as negligent of divine do 
grace? as mad upon our idols, of carnal gratification, Ct 
and worldly gain ?—If fo, our faſts are not an accept. | 
able, no, nor a reaſonable ſervice ; but a mere mock: are 


ery of the omniſcient Majeſty. May he not juſtly uſe in 
that upbraiding expoſtulation? * Will ye ſteal, and an 


* commit adultery, and ſwear falfely, and walk after, ir 
% other gods,” ſerving, not the Lord JEHOVAH, th 
but divers luſts and pleaſures ; and then, with hypo- — 
critical devotion, ** ſtand before me, in this houſe, i 
which is called by my name ?“ PT 
Perhaps you are ready to alledge, Our alms will A 


deliver us The ſon of Sirah exhorts us, to /hut v WF © 
alms in our fore houſes, and aſſures us, that they ſhall P-. 
fight for us againſt our enemies, better than a mighty 
field and ſtrong ſpear t. And when was there a greater 
flow of beneficence obſervable in our own, or in any 
land? What ſums have been given to the poor during 
this ievere ſeaſon of cold and ſcarcity ! what hoſpi- 
tals of various ſorts, and other charitable foundations, 
have been ſet on foot, and are ſupphrted through the 
kingdom Let us beware, brethren, leaſt thoſe very 
things, which we look upon as our recommerdation 
ſhou!d prove an offence, tf our alms proceed not from 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and an vnſeigned zeal for the 
glory of God; if they are not accompanied with a ſpirit 
of love to his name, and with a courſe of obedience to 
bis command; hear what the Lord himſelf ſays con- 
cerning ſuch works ; ſee what a figure they make in his 
ſight; and then judge, whether they are likely to be a 
ſecurity to our land. 1 hate, I deſpiſe your feaſt- 


* Jolin vi. 57. f Jer. vii. 9, 10. | Eccleſ. xxix. 12, 13 
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days, and 1 will not ſmell. in your ſolemn aſſemblies. 
ho ye offer me burnt-offerings, and your meat-offer- 
ings, | will not accept them ; neither will 1 regard the 
peace-offerings of your fat beats. Take thou away 
from me the noiſe of thy ſongs; for 1 will not hear the 
melody of thy viols,” Hymns of praiſe, you ſee, are 
no more than a noiſe in the Lord's ear; the moſt coſtly 
ſervices of religion are no better than a ſmoke in his no- 
ſtrils; unleſs judgment, and the love of God, “run 
down as a river ;” unleſs righteouſneſs, and the faith of 
Chriſt, ** abound as a mighty itream *.” Hl 

Do you ſill conceit yourſelves, that, becauſe there 
are many righteous perfons remaining, they will ſtand 
in the gap; they will turn away the anger of the Lord, 
and be as the chariots of Iſrael, and the horſemen cf 
iſrael, to our endangered ſtate ? —Hear what a charge 
the ſupreme JEHOVAH gave to his prophet, when the 
provocations of Iſrael were rifen to a very high pitch : 
« Pray not thou for this people, neither lift up ery nor 
prayer for them, neither make interceſſion to me: for 
| will not hear thee.” Amazing and awful prohibi- 
tion! Yet it is repeated again and _ t. — God's 
profeſſing people may, by their exceſlive wickedneſs, 
become to inſufferahly lothſome, that were the greateſt 
ſaints to make ſupplication in their behalf, they thou!d 
not prevail. Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, men 
mighty in prayer, and zealons for the welfare of their 
neighbours ; tho' theſe three men (who had each, by 
hi. ſingle interccMion, procured bleſſings from heaven) 
were uniting their petitions in the mivit of this pre fli- 
gate generation; “ As | hve. faith the Lord God, they 
ſhall deliver neither ſons nor daughters; they ſhall on- 
ly be delivered, but the land ſhall be deſolate 6. | 

„The tand ſhall be deſolate.” —Dolefui found ! diſ- 
mal decree ! And has it not lerg ago been carried into 
execution ? was not Jeruſalem plowed as a field, and 
trodden down by the Gentiles ? are nat the inhabitants 
rooted ont of their dwellings, and tcattercd to All the 
ends of the earth ? while their country is given up fat 

K | 

Amos v. 21. 22, 23. 24- Jer. vii. 16. f Jer. xi. 
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52 THE TIME OF DANGER. 
2 prey, and for a poſſeſſion to ſtrangers, to infidels, to 
Turks. | 
Perhaps you will ſay, The Jews crucified the Lord 
of glory, and rejected his goſpel ; therefore wrath came 
upon them to the uttermoſt. —And are we innocent in 
this reſpet; are not we verily, are not we. greatly 
guilty concerning this thing? Is Chriſt received into 
the hearts of men, with deep adoration of his perſon, 
as Immanuel, God with us? do they glory and delight 
themſelves in his complete redemption, as finiſhed by 
the great God and our Saviour ? do they confide in him 
alone for their juſtification, as an infinite ſurety, and} 
as JEHOVAH our righteouſneſs? do they depend on 
him alone for their ſanctification, as Jeſus who ſaves 
his people from their fins, and ſanctifies them through 
his blood? do they count all things but dung, for the 
excellency of Chriſt, and his incomprehenſible merit! 
E- Alas! is not his goſpel, tho? the light of the world, 
diſregarded and deſpiſed? is not his name, though a 
name above every name, derided and blaſphemed ? are 
not the influences of his eternal ſpirit, though the very 
life of our fouls, exploded and rediculed? They who 
would exalt the Saviour, would make every ſheaf bow 
down to the Redeemer's, repreſenting hich as the Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the ending, in the ſal. 
vation of ſinners ; thoſe preachers, thoſe writers, thoſe 
belie vers, are treated as the fooliſh people that dwell 
in Sichem“. | 
What the Jews did throngh ignorance, we, who call 
ourſelves Chriſtians, Engliſhmen, Proteſtants; we do 
knowingly, wilfully, and of malicious wickedneſs. And 
if we thus trample upon the blood which alone can 
ſcreen us; if we thus crucify afreſh that Jeſus who 1s 
our only hope; what can we look tor but vengeance 
and fiery indignation ? If we ourſelves, with our own 
hands, demoliſh the only barrier, what can enſue, but 
an inundation of wrath, tribulation and anguiſh. 
Conſider theſe things, brethren The Lord enable 

you to diſcern the ſigns of the times! Then you will 
acknowledge, that we have reaſon to be alarmed, 1s 
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tremble, to be horribly afraid Are not theſe iniquities 
the chans, that will aſſured y bring diſtreſs and trou- 
bie it not deitruction, upon our country? are not theſe 
iniquities the Jnahs, that will awaken the divine diſ- 
picaiure, aud deliver up our veſſei to the tempeſt it not 
to {hipwreck ? © 

le any one diſpoſed to ſay within himſelf, © Though 
others may be guilty of thele fligrant iniquities. yet am 
not 1?” — Remember, my friend, the prophet ifatah, 
He was, at leait, as free from theſe flagrant iniquities 
yourſelf, vet he laments, and with painful appre- 
heuſions, the guilt of his countrymen, as well as his 
own ®,—Remember king Joſiah. Though a holy man 

aad a juit. he rent his clothes, and trembled at God's 
word, denouncing vengeance againſt an irreligious 
people f. f 
Conſider alſo, whether you have not been an acceſ- 
ſary, even where you was not the principle. Though 
you have not joined with the more profſi gate ſinners, 
nor fat in the ſeat of the ſcornful:; yet have you not 
connived at their impiety? Do their affronts offered to 
the King of heaven rouſe you into a becoir g-zeal to 
vindicate his injured honour or, © becaule iniquity has 
abounded,” is not your. love, and * the love of many, 
waxed cold |?” Have not the dilciples, even the diſei - 
ples of Jeſus, been cowards and traitors; while others 

have been profeſſed enemies and rebels ? | 
Beſides, have not you, have not Il, have not all con- 
tributed, in many, many inſtances, to ſwell the ſcore of 
national provocations ? Is not every fin a dilobedience 
of God's moſt holy command? is not every fin a deti- 
ance of his uncoatroulable authority? is not every fin 
an imitation of - the devil ? does it not create a kind of 
hell in the heart? muſt it not therefore be inconceiv- 
ably odious to the“ holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sa- 

baoth ?” — It ſo, how guilty are the very belt amon 
us? ls not this accurſed thing & found in all our tents ? 
has not every one added to the load, that dreadful 
load, which is likely to fink the nation in ruin? Should 
E 2 2X04 


* Iſa. vi. 5. + 2 Kings xxii. 12, 13+ Matth. xxiv. 
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net every one, therefore, ſmite upon, his breaſt, and 
fax with the penitent, What have 1 done!” and cry 
with the publican, *+ God be merciful to me a finner! 
Will you {till flatter yourſeif ? „ All theſe judgments 
may be delayed: they may not come in my tine. ”—[ 
anſwer, if there be any truth in God's word; if, auy 
conjecture is to be made from the appearance of things; 
tacle judgments are near? they are at the door. They 
are like the ax iu the executioner's hand, which haz 
been poiſed, has received its laſt elevation, and is now 
falling on the criminal's neck. — Yet, if theſe ſhould 
be with held for a ſeaſon, will not ſickneſs come upon | 
you ? are not many diſaſters lying in ambuſh to ſeize 
you:? is not death tharpening his arrow; perhaps fit- 
ting-it to the ſtring; or even aiming at your life? is 
not the day, the dreadful day approaching, when the 
mout of the archangel and the trump of God will be 
keard.; . vhen the dead ſhall ariſe, and heaven arid 
earth flee away? will net the Eord, the Lord God om- 
K:ip-0tent quickly come, „ with ten thouſands of his 
ſaints, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince 
all that are ungodly, of all their ungodiy deeds which 
they have ungodlity committed; and of all their hard 
6 Feen, which uzgodly firncrs have ſpoken agaiult 
Ain “.“ ö | 
Take then, my dear hearers, take the advice of the 
greateſt of preachers, and the wiſeſt of men: The 
prudemt forſeeth the evil. and hideth himſelf . —Be- 
hold J. the rains are deſcending, and the flood is com- 
ing; haſten, like Noah, haſten to your ark, See! the 
tkies are kindling all around, and the ſhafts of ven- 
geance are ready to fly. Make haſte, Oh! make hate, 
and delay not the time, to get into a hiding place.— 
Let me ſound in your ears the angels admonition; and 
may the Lord of angels, may the triend of finners, con- 
vey it to your hearts! Eſcape for your lives, leſt ye 
be cenſured : leſt the judgments ef God. and the wrath 
of God, more to be feared than a deluge of waters, 
more to be feared than a torrent of flames, furround 
vou (uddenly—lſcize you unavoidably—and over wWhelm 
you in ruin, temporal and eternal. 
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THE TIME OF DANGERS, 55 
O that b might prevail! O that God would. mak? 


ang u ſeuſible of your peril! O that man, wo-nin, and 
er) Wc hild would aſk, © How ſhall I fly from the «© wrath to 
10 ome ? where lhall 1 be ſafe in the day of viſitation? 
mY hew me the ark! ſhew me the refuge! —I ſhould * 
2 then, with greft ſatisfaction, proceed to anſwer this in- 
* quiry; and point out Chriſt to your ſouls, as the only 
55 hiding place, as the ſure hiding- place, where you may 
Ne) certainly find ſafety. But this muſt be the buſineſs, the 


pleaſing buſineſs of my next diſcourſe. 

Let me beſeech you, in the mean time, to lay theſe 
alarming truths to heart: let them impreſs your con- 
ſciences ! let them penetrate your fouls! And O thou 
gracious, thou almighty Lord God, do thou command 
them to ſiak deep into all our minds: that we may, 
with Ezra thy prieſt, fit down- © aſhamed and aſtoniſh- 
ed * under a ſenſe of our manifold iniquities—that 
we may, with thy ſervant Job, * abhor ourſelves, and 
cd repent in duſt and aſhes ' that we may, in the 
words, and with the compunction of thy prophet, every _ 
one cry out, Wo is me, for l am undone; becauſe t © 
an a man of unclean lips, and i dwell ia the midſt of a 
people of unclean lips J.“ | 


* Ezra ix. z. + Job: xllii. 6. þ Iſa. vi. 5. 


4 


- J 


= G 


S E R M GN IV. 
MEANS or SAFETY. 
| | Hen. l. 2. 25 


Through faith be kept the paſver, and the ſprintling of 
blood, left he that deſtroyed the firſt: born, ſhould touch 


7 E have been confidering the danger of our na- 
W tion, occafioned—by the /iz of its inhabitants 
by the judgments of God, denounced again 
fuch finners—by the certain execution of his righteous 
threatenings, unleſs we fly to. the appointed refuge.— 
When ſuch is the ſtate of a nation, it is high time for 
+ the-wagchmen on her walls to lift up their voice: not 
indeed to ſpread vain terrors, but to give notice of the 
approaching evil; to warn the unwary; to call in the 
ſtragglers; and urge every one to retire into a place of | 
Atety. ; | 3.8 ſ« 
Having, in the preceeding diſceurſe, attempted to pe 
_ diſcharge this office; 1 ſhall now, brethren, as in the H 
preſence of the all-ſeeing God, 'aſk— Have we been at- w 
tentive to theſe things? are we alarmed with a ſenſe of 8 
our guilt and our peril? have we, with the Prophet 
Iſaiah, lamented eur own, audt the ſins of our people ? 
— If ſo, we ſhall highly prize, we ſhall ardently deſire, 
the ſame: confolation, and the ſame relief, which the 
God of infinitely fret goodneſs vouchſafed to his ſer- 
+, want, *©+ Ihen flew one of the feraphims unto me, 
having a live-coal in his hand, which be had taken 
- from off the altar, and he laid it upon my mouth *;” 
an action which repreſents the very thing ſignified in the 
text by ® the ſpriakling of blood.“ | 
The «a/tar typified Chriſt ; who is both the ſacrifice 
that makes the atonement, and the altar that ſanctifies 
the gift. The /ive-coal ſeems to betoken the word of 
grace, and the word of life; which brings the glad 
IIa. vi. 7. ; 


2 


4 ad 
oy 


„ PHP Oy 5 9 GW _- 


o 98 ö 

THE MEANS OF SAFETY. yp 
(dings of the goſpel, and teſtifies of the bleeding Jeſus, 
Laying this upon the mouth very ſiguificantly denotes _ 
be application of Cheift and his great atonement, | 

hen this is done under the inflaence of the Spirit, and 
>y means of faith, then ** iniquity is taken away, and 
in purged :” taken away from the ſight of God, and 
purged from the finner's conſcience,” Guilt is aboliſh- 
4 ; fear ceaſes. —Buy this leads us to our ſecond par- 
wane, ©... | . 1 
It. The method of ſecurity from danger, effected by 
© keeping the paſſover, and ſprinkling the blood,” _ 
Moſes was appriſed of dreadful vengeance to be in- 
flicted on Egypt; the moſt dreadful that ever was 
known, fince the beginning of their nation; ſo dread- 
ful, that it would make every ear, tingle, and every 
heart bleed. The deſtroying angel Was to-paſs through 
all the territories of Pharaoh, and ſmite every firſt- born 
both of man and beaſt: ſs that, before the morning, 
there ſhould be heaps of ſlain in the cities, the villages, 
the fields; not a houſe exempt, nat a family ſpared, 

not a herd, nor a flock, free from the fatal calamity. 
Moſes feared the blow. He feared, as the text in- 
timates, the leaſt touch of the divine executioner's - 
ſword; knowing that it would cruſh him and his 
people, as a moth is cruſhed by the falling milſtone. 
He is therefore greatly ſollicitous to provide for their 
welfare, But what expedient ſhall he uſe ?—Shall he 
give them orders to cloſe their windows, and bar their 
doors; to ere& fortifications, and ſtand upon their de- 
fence? Alas ! before an inviſible hand, armed with the 
vengeance of heaven, all ſuch precautions would have 
been as a ſpark before the whirlewind.—Shall he affem- 
ble the Varriours, or detach parties of ſoldiers, to pa- 
trole the flreets, and guard. the houſes 2 Vanity of va- 
nities ! the ſword of the avenging angel would pierce 
through legions and legions. of ſuch guards, as light- 
ning penetrates the yeilding air.— Shall the whole con- 
gregation bend their knees, with ſolemn confeſſion of 
their fins, and ſincere reſolutions of future amendment: 
This; though abſolutely neceſſary to be done, was ex- 
tremely improper to be relied on. It would have been 
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_ relying on a broken reed, and deſpiſing the ordinance 
of the holy One. N 

The Lord himſelf appoints a method of preſervation. 
Moſes is directed to flay a lamb. Each family in Iſrael 
is to do the ſame. Having received the blood into a 
baſon, they are to ſprinkle it, not on the threſhold, but 
on the lintel and fide poſts of their doors. This ſhall 
be a ſign, to the deſtroying angel, Looking upon this 
ſign, he will paſs over the houſe; will ſtrike no blow, 
and execute no vengeance, where ever he ſees the blond 
ſprinkled.— All this, in purſuance of the divine direc- 
tion, being performed; with faith and tranquillity 
they wait the event. 

You will ſay, perhaps, what is all this to us? I an- 
ſwer, It is a pattern for our imitation. — Are we then to 
do the very ſame thing ? We are to do what their prac- 
tice typified, The ſhadow was theirs, the ſubſtance is 
ours. The blood of the lamb. typified the blood of 
Chriſt, who is the Lamb of God, flain for the fins of 
the world. — By the blood of Chriſt is frequently ſigni- 
fied in.ſcripture the au merit of his life and death, 
of his actions and ſufferings, of his trials and graces; 
which fatisfied God's juſtice, and magnified God's law; 
which made propitiation for iniquity, and brought in 
an everlaſting riguteouſneſs, — Well does the apoſtle cal 
it precious blond. Unſpeakably precious are its effect; 
It appeaſes the wrath of God revealed from heaven, and 
makes peace between the offended Creator and the of- 
fending creature. Sprinkled on the conſcience, it takes 
all gailt, and. ſecures from all vengeance.— This, there: 


e Being juſtified by his blogd, Rom. v. 9+ ; that is, be. 
ing pardoned, being made righteous, and heirs of all fpiri- 
tual-bleflings. ---- Thou haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
blood,” Rev. v. g. ; that is, thou haſt delivered us from all 
ſin and all Wrath; thow-haſt reconciled us to the Almighty 
Majeſty, and introduced us into his bliſsful prefence.--- Tale 

bpleflings alcribe4 to our Lord's blbod,, are confe ſſedly the 
fruit, not barely of his (utFerings,. but of his whole humilia» 
tion, obedience and. death. Therefore, in a very valuable 
dictionary of the moit valuable words and phrafes, we have 
this explication of the blovuJ_of the Lamb; © The ſacrifice 
of Ehritt's death, together with hi; perfect viguteouheſs and 
bolineſs imputed. See Wilfon's Chritt. Dict. | 
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THE MEANS OF SAFETY. $4 
fore, my brethren, this blood is our ſecurity. This is 
to our ſoul's what the blood of the Paſchal lamb was to 
the Iſraelitiſu families. The name of the Lord,” the 
grace and goodneſs of God, manifeſted in the death and 
obedience of Chriſt, ** is a ſtrong tower;” not only the 
righteous perion, but the diſtreſſed creature, and the 
exdangered ſinner, © runneth unto it, and is ſafe“. 

Since this is a point of the utmolt importance, it ean- 
not be too clearly diſplayed, or too ſtrongly eſtabliſhed. 
For this purpoſe the ſcripture gives us ſeveral moſt 
amiable and inſtructive views of Chriſt, as our refuge 
and ſafety.—He is called a biding place . To a hiding 
place people retreat, and are ſecure from their enemies, 
even from thoſe cruel enemies that ſeek their deſtruc- 
tion. Thus the prophets, whom Obediah hid by fifty 
in a cave, were ſecure from Ahab's tyranny, and jeze- 
bel's perſecution. So the ſoul that flies to Chriit, that 
takes ſanctuary under the blood of ſprinkling, is ſecure 
froa the colt formidable of all enemies; is ſecure. 
from all the wrath due to fin, and from every accuſa - 
tion that Satan can bring. To ſuch a perſon ſhall be 
fulfilled what is ſpoken by the prophet Jeremiah ; 
«© When the iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be ſought for, there 
fhall be none; and the fus of Judah, they ſhall not be 
found 1.“ . | 

Chriſt is tiled . a covert from the tempeſt. A man, 
ſays liaiah, that is, the God-man Chrilt Jeſus, © ſhalt 
be as an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from 
the tempeſt F.” When the thunders roar, and the 
lightenings flaſh ; when the clouds pour down water, 
and a horrid ſtorm comes on; all that are in the open 
air retire under the branches of a thick tree, or fly to 
ſome other commodious ſhelter. What ſtorm can be 
fo dreadful as the righteous vengeance of God, poured 
out upon a ſinful nation? what ſtorm can be 1s 
dreadtul as the eternal vengeance of God, poured out 
upon a finful ſoul? To both theſe we are expoſed, 
to both theſe we are juſtly liable. But Chriſt's blood 
and righteouſneſs are a covert. Hither we may fly, and 
be ſcreened ; hither we may fly, and be ſafe: ſafe as 

. : — n 

* Prov, xvii. 1o. IE. 2x2, 2. J Jer; I. 20 
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as rivers of water in a dry place, and as the ſhadow 
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6 THE MEANS OF SAFETY. 
was Noah. when he entered theark; and God's own hand 
cloſed the door, and God's own eye guided its motions, 
* For there is no condemnation of any kind, or from 
any quarter, to. chem that ace in Chriſt Jeſus “.“ 
Chriſt is compared to & ffrong hold. Yurn ye to 
the oy bold, ſays the propnet Zechariah. When 
ſoldiers fly trom a victor ious army being admitted into 
an impregnable caſtle, they are beyon-1. the reach of 
danger. They give their fears to the wind, and repoſe 
themſelves in tranquility. M hen ſinners fly by faith to 
the dying jeſus, they allo, from thencetorth, are in a 
tower of ſalvation 1. They may ſay. each one for hin- Mir 
ſelf, Soul, take thine eaſe. All thy guilt is laid upon 
thy Lord, and punithed in thy ſurety. The flaming 
ſword of juitice is returned to the theath, having re- 
ceived full ſatigfaQtion from the ſufferings of Chriſt. H he 
curſe of a violated law is no more, having been execut- 
ed to the utmoit upon the perſon' of my Redeemer, 
Nay, its curſe is turned into a bleſſing, For Ghrift has 
redeemed usfrom the curſe of the law, that the bleſſing of 
Abraham might come upon us Gentiles ||; even the bleſ- 
' fing of perfect reconcihation, andeverlatiing friendſhip, 
with God molt high.” | 
This leads me to mention another beautiful com- 
- pariſon, which repreſents Chriſt not only as the cauſe 
of fafety, but as the ſource of conſolation, He ſhall be 


of a great rock in a weary land $.”—In a dry place, 
burnt up for want of moiſture, nothing is ſo deſirable, 
nothing is ſo refreſhing as water. To the poor ſinful 
ſoul, of -whoſe condition the parched ground is a fit 
"reſemblance, Chriſt ſhall be, not barely as the morning 
dew, not barely as the tranſient ſhower, but as a river; 
yea, as rivers of water, that flow in copious and never- 
failing ſtreams through the thirſty ſoil; making even 
the ſandy deſart green with herbage, aud gay with 
flowers. In a ſultry clime, where the ſun-, pours in- 
ſufferable heat, and all things languiſh under the glar- 
ing rays, nothing is fo chearing to the labourer, no- 
thing ſo welcome to the traveller, as acool and gloomy 
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THE MEANS OF SAFETY. 61 
bad:. A poor ſoul, aſſaulted by the fiery darts of 
zatan, and diſtreſſed with the remembrance of former 
niquities, in this ſultry. clime, or weary land. But 

hriſt and his atonement are not barely as the boughs 
of an oak, which extend their coolneſs to a ſmall dif- 
nce; not barely as the canopy-of an alcove, through - 
which much of the glowing influence penetrates ; but 
ike the /hadow of a rock, a great rock; which projets 
he friendly ſhade over many a league ; which has re- 
Wpclled and excluded the ſun, through all preceeding 
ages; and gives you, as it were, the cold of ſnow 
amidſt the heat of harveſt *®.” | 

Here then, brethren, is our ſecurity amidſt all peril. 
he blood, the righteouſneſs, the infinitely glorious 
perſon of Chriſt; theſe are our hiding place—theſe are 
pur covert—theſe are our ſtrong hold. And (bleſſed . 
be God) the doors ſtand wide open: they are never 
ſhut, night nor day. The acceſs is free for any, free 
or all, free for the greateſt ſinners. We are not on! 
lowed, but we are invited; nay, we are command 
to approach; to enter; to enjoy the 1 70 or, 
as the words of the text expreſs it, to /printle the blood 
on our fouls. | | Ms 

l. Sprinkle the blood on our ſouls! You will probably 
0 ſay, What does this ſignify? What was done by 
be Moſes, when he ſprinkled the viſible blood, we eaſily 
* apprehend : but how can we ſprinkle the blood of 
e, Chriſt, which we never ſaw? the blood of Chriſt, 
e. whom the heavens have received? — This is one of 
ul thoſe myſteries which the natural man underſtandeth 
it not: he can form no notion of it: it is fooliſhneſs 
E bis apprehenſion. Therefore, may the eternal Spirit 
; both teach us to underſtand the doctrine, and enable 
r. us to practiſe the duty 22 


N To ſprinkle the blood of Chriſt is truly to believe iu 
th Chriſt, in his infinite atonement and everlaſting righte- 
1 ouſneſs: it is to receive theſe bleſſings as God's free 
'. pit to men, to fianers, to ourſelves in particular: and, 
. aving received, to make continualw/e of them in every 
7 time of trial, for every oecaſion of need. | a 
| Perhaps this doctrine may become clearer if we illuſ- 
Prov. xxv. 13. 9 | 
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trate it by an example. A remarkable example we hart 
in the practice of David. After the commiſſion of hi; 
BOO crimes, he did, in a very eminent manner, 
prinkle the blood. For he ſaid unto the Lond, Thon 
* ſhalt purge me with hyſſop, (the inſtrument of ſprink. 
ling the typical blood) and I thall be clean; thou fha!t 
walk me” in the fountain opened for fin and unclean. 
neſs, and | ſhall be whiter than ſnow *.” This 
fountain he looked upon as opened for 55 fins; and 
fully ſufficient to cleanſe him from all his filthineſs; 6 
that he ſhould be as free from ſpot, before the righteou 
Judge, as the ſnow on Salmon was free from ſtain.— 
Had he ſaid within himſelf, «© My' crimes are too great 
for this blood to expiate;” or, This blood cannot be 
ſhed for ſo vile an offender as I am:“ he would tha 
have put the atonement far from him, together with al 
its expiating virtue, This would have been not to ap- 
ly, but throw away the blood; not to ſprinkle it upon 
the ſoul, but to pour it upon the 23 
Come then, brethren ; come, fellow- ſinners; let nz 
alſo, in this day of fear and danger, look unto Chril, 
as dying. that we may live; as made fin, that ve 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him; as 
made a curſe, that we may inherit eternal bleſſedneſs — 
Let us look unto Jeſus as taking our nature, and ſtand- 
inp in our ſtead. Behold him apprehended as a thicf; 
iznon:inioufly bound, and marked with the laſhes of the 
ſcourge. Behold him crewned with thorns; his hair 
clotted, bis face diſcoloured, his breaſt and ſhoulders all 
bedewed with his own moſt innocent blood. Behold 
him nailed to the croſs; hanging in the moſt racking 
poſture, till all his bones are out of joint: ahnging a- 
midſt malefactors, forſaken of God, of angels ard men. 
Behold him bowing his head in death, and ſtabbed to 
the heart with the executioner's ſpear— Thus behold 
him, and ſoy, ** Verily, this ſufferer was the Son of 
God, and tłe Lord of glory. Verily, theſe ſufferings 
were the puniſhment due to my fins. In all this ex- 
treme anguiſh he bore -y griefs, and carried my ſorrows. 
"He was oppreſſed, and he was affiited, becauſe | had 
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av one amiſs, and dealt wickedly., He was cut off out 

his of the land of the living, that be might make his ſoul 

er, an offering for iy fins, and obtain eternal redemption 

700 me.” . 

nk. Thus behold the bleſſed Jeſus : thus, finners, behold 


he Lord your righteouſneſs; with this look of applica- 
ion, with this apprepriating faith. Be verily perluad- 
d, that you ſhall find mercy before a holy God; not 


as incomparable merit: that you ſha never come in 
ondemnation, not becauſe you have faſted and prayed, 
but becauſe Chriſt is your great propitiation, Be per- 


pives his Son to you; and together with him eternal 
ife, —Be perſuaded of all this, upon the bet of founda- 
ions, the infallible word of God; who has declared, 


ap- hat Chriſt died for the ungodly “, and by his obedience 
00 Vnners are made righteous ; that Chriſt was wound- 

d on the croſs, and intercedes in heaven for tranſore/- 
0s ors} ; that he received ſpiritual gifts, and divine bleſ- 
it, ngs, even for the rebellivus ||. — The Lord God om- 


potent, the author and finither of faith, enable vou 
as to believe! on the ground of his own moſt ſure 
'ord, thus to believe! Then you keep the Chriſtian 


id paſſover ; then you ſprinkle the blood of Chriſt ; then 
ef; ou may boldly ſay, Under his ſhadow we ſhall be 
the WWafe —— Which reminds us of the third particular, 
ait namely. +148 $6, 
all 111. The ſucceſs of this method, denoted by the de- 
1d royer not ſo much as touching them. Leſt he that 
ng We iiroyed the firſt born ſhould touch them“ — What a 
a- beautiful antitheſis! The Egyptian firſt-born were 
en. wounded, were mortally wounded, were abſolutely 
to leſtroyed : the Iſraelites were not hurt, nor endangered, 
jd o nor ſo much as Zouched. 80 ſure and complete a 
of WE'efence was this blood of ſprinkling! —Nothing elſe 
gs ould have yielded any protection; this afforded perfect? 
er- ecurity, When this was ſpriukled on their door poſts, 
vs. hey had no caule to be afraid for the terror by 
ad be pens! 

* Rom. v 6. 1 Rom. v. 19. { Ia. liii. 12 


Pal Ixviii. 18. 


becauſe you have any worthineſs, but becauſe Chriſt 


uaded, that God has given his Son tor you ; that Gd 
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night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day; for the 
peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, nor for the deſtruc. 
tion that waſteth at noon-day *.“ 

And is not the hiding-place, the covert, the ſtrong. 
hold, provided for ws in the blood and righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, an equal ſecurity ? do they not yield abſolute, 
perfect, conſummate ſafety ? Nothing elſe could admi- 
niſter the leaſt hope to the chiefeſt apoſtle ; this opens 
an inviolable ſanctuary even for the greateſt of ſinners, 
None ever -periſh-d who laid their help upon Chril, 
He ſaves —he ſaves ** to the utfermoſt” — he ſaves not a 
ſew only, but all that come unto God thro' hin. 
Is our danger great? our ſecurity is greater, is our 
danger exceeding great? our ſecurity 1s incomparably 
greater. In ſhort, our refuge and ſecurity are the 
greateſt that can be wiſhed, that can be imagined, that 
God himſelf could provide. —Chearing, charming, ra. 
viſhing truth? Saffer me to enlarge upon it, brethren, 
Let your attenticn hang on the glad tidings. May your 
hearts imbibe'the precious doctrine ! 

Had © more than forty men bound themſelves with 
an oath, that they would neither eat nor drink till they 
had killed ' fome one in this congregation ; the dan 

er would be great, and the caſe ſtartling. Neverthe- 
leſs the endangered perſon would think himſelf ſuffici- 
ently ſafe, it he could ſteal away, and hide himſelf in 
one of the deepeſt caves of America, with a vaſt track of 
unknown land. and all the waters of the vaſler ocean 
between himſelf and the rvfhans, Much ſafer will your 
ſouls be under the hiding, cleanſing, atoning efficacy 
of this blood of ſprinkling; by which unrighteouſneſles 
are forgiven. fins are covered, and iniquities done 2. 
way, as though they had never been, 

Were you overtaken by a violent and impetuous 
ſtorm ? If you fought ſhelter under a covert that was 
firmer than boards of cedar, Harder than flabs of mar- 
ble, thicker than the roofs of all the houſes in Europe; 
you would \reckon yourſelves ſecure from torrents of 
rain, or from vollies of hail. Much more ſecure will 
you be from everlaſting wrath ; ſecure, even when 

* Pla), xci. 3, 6, t Heb. vii. 25. 1 Acts xxiſi. 21. 
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* the Lord ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, ſtorm 
and tempeſt “; provided. you are found under the co- 
vert of Chriſts maguificent and meritorious righteouſ- 
eſs: by virtue of which, all that believe are juibhed” 
= | f+y not from millions, or from thouſands of inil> 


Pg 


mi things F. N FW. | 
ens Shouid you be purſae d by a conquering foes, deter- 
rs. mined to cut you in pieces * If you turned into a caitle 
"lt whoſe walls were {tronger that brais, ſtronger than 
us adamant, ſtronger than all the rocks in the world; you 
= might laugh at the attempts of your enemy: you are 
ur guarded from the power and peril of the fword. So, 
bly and abundantly more, are you guarded from every 
the ſpiritual enemy, and from every ſpiritual evil, when 
"at you fly to the ſtrong hold of Chriſt's death and atone- 


ment. The ſouls that abide in Chriſt, they (hall dwe!] 
on high; beyond the rage of the old ſerpent and the 


munitions of rocks  ; againſt which all the aſſaults of 
earth and hell ſhall never be able to prevail, They 


the gift of righteouſneſs, be delivered from ruin, and 
« reign in-life by Chriſt Jeſus 5! 255 

and will you not prize ſuch a ſtrong hold ? ſhall not 
ſuch a covert be dear to your guilty ſouls? will you not 
ſet an exceeding great value upon ſuch an hiding-place ? 
12 when the ſtorm is gathering. and threatening 
all around . when days of defolation and perplexity are 


egming upon the world; and judgments, infficted by 


God. How did 1ſrael bleſs and adore their molt mer- 
citul JEHOVAH, for granting them ſuch an affectual 
means of preſervation, as the blood of the paſchal 
lamb! and ſhall not we bleſs and adore the ſame moſt 
gracions JEHOVAH, for granting us a means of pre- 


more wonderful! | 

| | 1 

* Pfal. xi. 6 q. + Ads xiii. 39. . | Ila. xxxiii. 16, 
$ Rom, v. 17, | | 
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hons but — from all offenſive provoking, criminal 


great dragon : ** their place of defence ſha'l be the 


may ſay with the triumphant apoſtle, «+ How much 
more ſhall we, who receive abundance of grace, and of 


men, may tranſmit us to the everlaſting judgment of 


fervatiou altogether as effectual, and incomparably 
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if you ſhould ſay. How does it appear that the 
* blood of Chriſt is ſuch a ſecurity ? ſo great, {6 
wonderful, fo matchleſs '''—Becaule it is the blood of 
kin who is JEHOVAH's fellow“; of him who *« ix 
God over all, blefſed for ever ;“ of him in whom 
dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily 4.“ Permit 
me, brethren, to clear up and eſtabliſh this doctrine; 
as it is a doctrine of the laſt importance; on which the 
very ſtrength of our ſalvation is built; and from which 
the fulneſs of our conſolation fluws. 

There are in Chriſt, in his one undivided perſon, two 
diſtin natures. One nature is eternal, infinite, al- 
mighty; which is called by the apoſtie, ** the form of 
God ||.” The other nature had a begining : is limited 
as to extent, and limited as to power, This is termed 
by the apoſtle, ** the ſeed of Abraham \.''—As God, he 
t> ſubje to no authority, and infinitely ſuperior to all 
poſſibility of juffering. To become capable of obeying, 
ſulkering and dying, he humbled himſelf, and was 
found in fahion as a man: that by obeying, ſuffzring 


and dying in human fleſh, he might triumph over ſix 


and Satan, in that very nature which Satan had over- 
eume, and fin had ruined: that, by accomplilhing all 
tuis in the room, and ſtead of his people, he might bring 
many ſons unto glory: not without a full ſatisfaction to 
the rights of irzured juſtice, and to the demands of a 
violated law. | 

Jeſus Chriſt then, in his divine nature, is the Moſt 
High God. The heaven of heavens is the auguſt pal 
and royal reſidence, of this bleſſed and only Potental. 
Thouſand thouſands miniſter unto him, and ten tho; 


ſand times ten thouſand ſtand before him. The chugeh 


militant rely on him; the church triumphant ad 
him; while all the hoſts of angels pay homage to Ii 
Jeſus Cheiſt, in his divine nature, is the majeſtic avd 
moſt adorable 1 AM; ſelf- exiſtent and independent. 


All worlds and all beings are derived wholly from him, 


and depend. continually upon. him: He made the 


worlds, and upholdeth all things ““. Vie w the beau- 
ty, the magnificence, the harmony, obſervable in hea - 


* Tech. xiii. 7. + Rom. ix. 5. + Col. ii. 9. 
1 Phil. ii. 6. $ Heb. ii. 16. * Heb, il 2 3. 
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the ven, on earth, through the univerſe. All is intended. 

ſo lire the miracle wrought at Cana of Galilee, to © mani 
! of Welt his glory“: to tell every one who has eyes to lee 
* ig and a heart to underſtand, how great our Saviour is; 
om how ſublime his majefty, and how marvellous his per- 


ſection.” . All things,” ſays the Spirit of inſpiration, were 
created by him, and for him r.“ Judge. then, whetber 
the obedience and atonement of /uch a Redeemer «are 
not ſufficieat ro ſecure, perfect y to lecure any liner, e- 
very (inner, all (inners, that fly by faith under his wings. 
As perfectly ſufficient they are for this bleſſed purpoſe, 
as the unmealurable circuit of the ſkies is roomy enough 
for a lark go fly in, or as the immenſe orb of the 1un is 
beamy enough tor a labourer to work by. th: 
Behold now the dignity and excelleney of this blood, 
which is your covert, your hiding place, your ſtrong 
hold, tt has all the power and efficacy that every di- 
vine perfection can give it, It is the blood and righte- 
ouſneſs of him who is eternal, incomprehenſible, and 
exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe. Surely then no- 
thing can bear any proportion to it. Guilt, all guilt, - 
tho' ever 1o-execrable and horrid, compared with the 
grandeur and riches of this invaluable blood , is as a 
F 
* John ji. 11. Col. i. 6 | 
St Chryloſtom's explanation of a verſe lately quoted, is 
fo important in itſelf, and fo appoſite to our purpo'e, exl:4- 
bits ſuch a magnificent and delightful diſplay of the falva- 
tion which is in Chriſt Jeſus,” that } promiſe myſelf, the 
reader will allow me ro preſent him with a tranſt1tion; 
+ How much more ſhall they who receive abundance of 
hon, and of the gift of righteonſneſs, reign in life by one 
hriſt Jeſus?“ Ouk cipen ciauthia charin, &c. The apoſtle tays 
not, grace, but © abundance of grace.” For we receive, not 
barely what may ſuffice to obtain our pardon, but incompa- 
rably more. We are delivered from all panithment, and 
from every evil. We are juſtified, we are ſav@ificed, made 
the children of Cod, and the brethren of his only begotten 
Son. We are conſtitwed heirs, joint leirs with the Prince 
ot heaven, Yea, we. become the menibers of his body; mott 
imately and indifjulub'y united to that divine bead, 
_ All theſe privileges 8. Paul tlites the abniidance of y»race 2 
mumating, that the amidote is not only qualified con- 
reract and expe] the poiſon, but is lovereign allo to Hab th 
bealth, 16 create beauty, to impart bonvm, aud, eln te 
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glow. worm before the fun. all manner of ſins, and 
blaſphemies are blotted out by ſech an expiation, as the 
thades of night are aboliſhed by the light af day. Eve. 
ry {mner waſhed in this blood mult be whiter than the 
unſullied wool, whiter than the virgin ſnows. Every 
finner clothed in this righteouſneſs, muſt be unblame. 


able and unreprovable, even before the eye of Omnic. 
cience itfelf. 


MC . * 
yo 


For this, therefore, bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul: ant. 


all that is within me, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the 
Lord, O my brethren ; and let every thing that hath a 


being praiſe his unutterable grace. For behold ! God i; | 


eur ſalvation. God himſelf is made fleſh, agd become 


moſt malignant of all evils, to produce the moſt diflinguiſh- 
ed bleſlings ; any one of which, ſeparately conſidered, would 
have been ſufficient to overcome aud diſarm death; but un. 
der their combined influence, it is abſojutely deſtroyed, it 
vaniſhes entirely away, and lcaves not ſo much as a trace of 
miſchief, or a ſhadow of terror. 3 

Let us ſuppoſe ſome poor debtor owing a confiderable ſum, 
and, for want of payment, caſt into. priſon. A generous 
friend, pitying his condition, diſcharges the whole debt, and 
releaſes_ him from confinement : and not this only, but be- 
{tows upon him ſplendid apparel, with thouſands of ſilver and 
gold; introduces bim to court, and recommends him to the 
royal ſavour, procures his advancement to the higheſt ho- 
yours, and puts him in poſſeſſion of the grandeſt preferments, 
Were now is the diſgrace of his impriſonnent? and where 
are the diſtreſſes of his infolvent tate ? 

Such is the caſe with regard to us finners, and our moſt 

racious redeemer, . He has paid inconceivably more than we 
either did or. could poſſibly owe. Being God; the true God, 
tae infinite and eternal God, his payment exceeds our debt, 
as much as the waters of the great deep exceed the {mall drop 

of a bucket. - Doubt not, therefore, pour ſinner, thai flic(t 
for refuge to this all glorious Saviour; doubt not but z 
ns. tho! more verulent than all play es, are done away; 
aud death, though he be the king of errors, is aboliſhed : 
thiz aboliſhed, and thoſe done away, ren grac- and 
merit 3 eveu as a ſpark of fire is extingurſhed, when plung- 
ed into the aby ſſes of the ſea,”---For indecd, compared with, 
4 divine perion, and an infinite righteouſneſs, whatever, guiit 
you have contracted, whatever thing. you can name, is, as 
our devote orator ſpeaks, pauit mikxa pros. pelagos apeiron, 
nn tmr thana ſcanty drop compared with the boundleſs ocgan, 
Vid. Chryſoſt. in loc. ö | 
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our facrifice, our ſin- offering, our juſtifying righteouſ- 
nels: therefore will we truſt, and not be afraid *® ;” 


* 


truſt in this infinitely ſufficient Saviour; and not be 


afraid of death or hell, of any enemy, or any evil. 


* 


But this leads me to apply the whole : which I ſhall do 


by way of | 
Examination, 
Direction, 
Exhortation, 
Conſolation. . 3 
1, By way of examination. Examine your own 
ſelves,” ſays the apoſtle +. Have you kept the paſſover ? 


.* 1 * 


be ready to anſwer, © We have.“ — But beware, my 


friends, leſt ye deceive your own ſouls. Let me give 


you a touchſtone, whereby you may try your ſpirit, 
and pronounce aright concerning your ſtate. 

| Have you been convinced of your great finfulneſ; ? 
of your ſiuful nature, and your finful practice? Have 
you been made ſenſible, that hell, the deepeſt Hell, is 
your deſerved portion? is what you deſerve -for any 


have you ſprinkled the blood? —Many, perhaps, will 


tranſgreſſion · for every tranſgreſhon—how much more 


for the many thouſands - how much more for the many 
millions —how much more for the numberleſs multi- 
tude of your provocations? If you have never been 
convinced of theſe moſt alarming, but certain truths; 
if you have never been touched with a ſenſe of your 
extreme guilt, and undone ſtate ; I fear, you are ſet- 
tled upon your lees, you are in the dead ſleep of fin, 
You. are not ſo much as awakened; much leſs have you 
applied Chriſt, . 

Again; have you been made to ſee that nothing but 
Chriſt and. bis precious blood, nothing but Chriſt and 
his divine righteouſneſs, can be your ſecurity from 
vengeance? have you been convinced, that thouſands 


of rams, and ten thouſands of rivers of oil,” could: 


never expiate the leaſt of your iniquities? that no tears, 
no confeſſions, no amendment, nothing but the ſacrifice 
of the body of Chriſt, can make your peace with God? 
If you have not been taught the abſolute inſuſficiency of 


Ila. ih 2, + 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
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liſten to this warniug, more awful than the voice of ten 


out, What then fhall 1 do to be ſafe in the day of 


- your lintel and door-poſts ; upon all you are, upon al 
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every remedy, ſave only the meritorious ſufferings of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; you have not ſeen him, neither known 
him; much leſs is his blood ſprinkled upon your con. 
ſcience. | 

Once more; have you a ſupreme, a matchle/+ eftren 
for Chriſt? is Chriſt and his great ſalvation the thing 
that you long for? is he to your ſouls the pearl of 
great price? do you account all things but loſs, that 
you may win Chriſt, and be found in him? If this is 
not the ſtate of your ſoul, 1 dare-not flatter you with 
vain hopes: I mult not buoy you up with ungrounded 
imaginations, You are not, as yet, in your hiding- | 
place; neither have you fled to your ſtrong hold, All 
the curſes of the divine law ſtand charged and pointed 
full againſt you. You have no ſecurity from being hurt 
by the firſt death, nor from being irrecoverably ruined 
by the ſecond death. If judgments fhould come upon 
a ſinful and back-ſliding people, you have no defence; 
there is no wall of fire around you. You malt there- 
fore expect to fall among thoſe that fall: and, falling by 
the ſword, may immediately drop into hell. | 

Can you hear this, and be -unconcerned? can you 


thouſand thunders, and not ſtart from your in ſenſibi- 
Iny? are you not looking around, and ready to cry 


evil? *—O ! that this enquiry came from the very bot- | 
tom of your hearts, I ſhould then proceed, with great 
chearfulneſs, to f 
2. A word of direction. — Fly to Chriſt, alarmed ſin- 
ners. Come under the covert of his blood. Appro- 
priate the bleſſed Jeſns : look upon him and his merit 
as your own. Thus {prinkle his blood; ſprinkte it upon 


you have, and all you do: upon your conſciences, that 
they may be purged ; upon your ſouls, that they may 
be ſanctified; upon your works, that they may be ac- 
cepted.— day, every one {or himſelf, © 1 ain a poor, 

uiſty, helpleſa creature: but in Jeſus Chriſt, who i 
1 ol grace and truth, I have righteouſneſs and flrengti*. 

Ia. lv. 24. 
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I am a poor, polluted, lothſome creature: but Jeſus 
hriſt, who is the image of the inviſible God, and the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, has loved me, and 
waſhed me from my filthineſi in his own bleed *,—I am 
by nature a_perverfe depraved creature; and, by evil 
practice, a loſt damnable ſinner : but Jeſus Chriſt, who 
made the worlds; Jeſus Chriſt, whom heaven and 
arth adore ; even Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, came from the 
nanſions of bliſs, on purpoſe 10 ſeek me, ie ſave me ; 
o give himſelf for me. —4nd how can | periſh, who 
ave ſuch a ranſom ? how can l be undone, who have 
ſuch a repairer of my breaches ? how can | come into 
ondemnation, who have the blood, not of ten thouſand 
ſacrifices; the merit, not of ten thouſand angels; but 
he blood and merit of JEHUVAH himſelf, for my pro- 
pitiation.“ 34.408 | 
Should you ay. Have I a warrant for ſuch a truſt ?” 
—You have the beſt of warrants, our Lord's expreſs. 
permiſion ; ** Whoſoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely t.“ It is not- ſaid, this or that perſon only, 
but whs/cerer ; including you and me; excluding no 
individual man or woman. It is not ſaid, whoſoever is 
worthy, but whoſoever is ing. Wilt thou be 
made whole?” was our Lord's queſtion to the impotent 
man at the pool of Betheſda. Vit thou, all terms and 
conditions apart, inherit grace and glory? is his moſt 
benevolent addreſs to ſinful men, in all ages. —** Let him 
take the water of life ; let him receive me and my righte- 
ouſneſs; let him look upon all that I have done and ſuffer- 
ed, as done and ſuffered, for 5is redemption. This will ad- 
miniſter peace of conſcience, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt : 
this will produce love of God, and alacrity of obedience ; 
ia which things the true /j/e of the ſoul confiſts.— All 
theſe bleſſings are to be received freely, without money © 
and witheut price: that is, without any good works, 
any good qualities, or any preparatory requiſites what- 
ever: to be received, as the infinitely rich gift of di- 
n grace, vouchſaſed even to the /o/f—the guiliy — the 
undone, © | 
Yeu have our Lord's moſt generous invitation, (Come 


* Rev, 13 + Nati. xvili. 11. + Rev. Xii. 17. 
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unte me.” And whom does he call? The righteouy 
No. The excellent ? Quite the reverſe. He calls ſin. 
ners; miſerable finners; even the moſt miſerable 
fingers : thoſe who are weary and heavy laden; 
overcome With iniquities; bowed down to the ver 
brink of hell, and ready to think, + There is no hop 
for them.” | Yet them he encourages, them he in: 
vites; to them he declares, *« 1 wiil give you red“; 
relt in the enjoyment of peace with God, and peace in 
your own conliciences, —Obſerve and admire the riches 


of your Redcemer's grace. He ſays not, Ye are vil R 
wretches ; pollured by fin, and enſlaved to the devil; * 
therefore keep at a diltance ; but, therefore come. Come, iP 
and be cleanſed by my blood; come, and be made free Res 
by my Spirit, —He ſays not, Furniſh yourſelves with y 
this, or that, or the other recommending accompliſt- al 
ment; but only come; come juſt as you are; poor, _ 
undone, guilty creatures. Yea, come to me for pardos S; 
and recovery; to me, who have given my life, my(:l, Wh; 
my all, for your ranſom. in 
Should you (till queſtion, whether theſe ineſtimabe no 
bleflings are free for you ? Remember, brethren, they po 
are free for ſinners. Is this your character? Then they be 
are as free for your acceptance, as for any perſon's in the 
world. To us eternal life is given ;“ not us who he 
had deſerved it by our goodneſs, but us who had for. hi 
feited it by our ſins.— To you is preached the forgive- 18 
neſs of ſins | ;” not you whoſe tranſgreſſions were in- ta 
conſiderable, but you whoſe iniquities were more in As 
number than the hairs of your head. Even to you who m 
are the loſt and periſhing ſinners of Adam's family, * is 

the word of this [alvation ſent $.” And, | by a com- h 
miſſion from God, we publiſh it; that, as ſinners, you 11 
may receive it; that receiving it, you may commence ] 
believers ; and © believing, may have life through his 7 
name. = * 
Some, perhaps, will be inclined to debate; ls this fo t 
extraordinary a matter? will this exerciſe of 2 p 
do ſuch great things for us, or put us in poſſeſſion o 2 


ſuch ſingular bleflings 2Y Moles might have formed the 


* Matth. xi, 28, + 1 John v. 11. + Adds xiii. 38. 
$ Ads xiii, 26. John xx. 31. | 
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me ſcruple with regard to the ſprinkling of blood. 

ill this ſeemingly infignificant circumſtance be ſuch 
n extraordinary ifeguard to us? will this preſerve us 
om the impending blow, more effectally than the la- 
ours of the engineer, or the ſhield aud fpear of the 
rarriour ? — But Moſes conſulted not with fleſh and 
lood ; Moſes rejected all fuch carnal reafonings. By 
ith he and his peeple kept the paſſover, and were 
nade partakers of the temporal ſalvation. By faith may 
ou and I receive Chriſt! ſo ſhall we be partakers of 
pardon and eternal ſalvation. Ra | 

By believing the promiſe of God, and by'truſting ian 
he perſon of Chriſt, we are united to the Lord Jeſus, * ; 
© as to have a real intereſt in his blood and righteouſ- 
neſs. Being united to Chriſt, our fins are done away, 
y virtue of his infinitely precious atonement ; and eter- 
al life becgmes ours, on account of his everlaſting righ- 
eouſneſs. Whoever thus believes, believes merely as 
z ſinner, not upon the ſuppoſition of any goodneſs in 
himſelf, but upon the ſole warrant of God's promiſe, 
in the infallible word of the goſpel, Such a perlon ſhall 
not be aſhamed of his belief; ſhall never be diſap- n 
pointed of his hope; „according to his faith ſhall it = 
be unto. him +,” ww 

Come then, fellow ſinners ; believe the record of 
heaven, Set to your ſeal, that God is true. Honour 
his word, which cannot lie; honour his grace, which 
is abſolutely free; honour his dear Son, who has ob- 
tained eternal redemption for ſoch unworthy creatures 
as you and I. What fhall hinder you ?—But this leads 
me to, 

3. 4 word of exhortation. 1 ſay then, what ſhall 
hiader you? what ſhall with hold you a fingle moment, 
from believing ? ſince “ all things are ready }” in Chriſt 
Jeſus, The great propitiation is made by him; the 
perfect obedience is performed by him; all the conditi- 
ons of the new covenant. are fuifklled by him. Come 
then, and partake of the heavenly bleflings ; as you 
partake of a marriage-feait, when the entertainment is 
all prepared, and the bridegroom bids you welcome, 
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* Eph. iii. 17, + Matth. ix. 29. + Mattu. xxii. 2. 
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that blotteth out your tranſgreſſions, for mine own 


ing God; that he may help your unbelief; that he may 


8 IIa. 1.8. IIa. XxXKv. 4, 5, 6. 
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Fain would I prevail in this moſt important addrek, 
Lord, make bare thy arm; incline their hearts ; make 
them willing in the day of thy power *®,”—My dear 
friends, if you turn away from ſuch invitations, you 
are ruined to eternity: -mifery awaits you here, and 
damnation hereafter. Suffer me then to be importy. 
nate. Refuſe not him that calleth you by my mouth; 
that bids you truſt, and not be afraid; that offereth 
himſelf, with all his fulneſs, to you.—Why are you 
backward ? why flow of heart to believe ? why do you 
ſtand at a diſtance from the all gracious Jeſus ? 

Is it becauſe you are guilty wretches ? Then he pub- 
liſhes the act of indemnity to you: I, even i, am he 


ſake+.”—1s it becauſe you are polluted creatures; loth- 
ſome in your own eyes, and much more lothſome in 
the eye of infinite purity ? Then hear the wörd of the 
holy One: I will ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
ſhall be clean, From all your filthineſs, and from all 
your idols will 1 cleanſe you $.”—1s it becauſe your fins 
are more numerous, and more heinous than the fins of 
others? Be they ever ſo numerous, or ever ſo aggra- 
vated, thus ſaith the God of immenſely rich grace in 
Chriſt ; „Though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
as white as ſnow: though they be red like crimſon, 
they ſhall be as wool $.” h 

Are you ſtill objecting. “ J am weak; I have no 
ſtrength; | cannot believe?“ Look then to a proqiſ- 


fu:fil in you all the good pleaſure of his will, and the 
work of faith, with power. For he who is truth itſelf 


hath ſaid, Your God will come and fave you, Then I 
ſhall the eyes of the blind be opened. and the ears of 1 
the deaf ſhall be unſtopped: the lame man ſhall lea * 

a an hart, ard the tongue of the dumb ſhall fing .“ * 

— as the Lord giver you a deſire to believe in his dear 7 

Son? doubt not but he will alſo give you the power. " 

Does God the Lord bring to the birth, and not give n 


ftiength to brirg forth? that be far from him! the 


* Plal, ex 3. + Ia. wliii. 25. t Ezck, xxxvi. 25. 
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ſuſpicion be far from us? He has, in unſpeakable mer- 
y, appointed his bleſſed Spirit for this purpofe. The 
Holy Ghoſt, the comforter, attendeth continually on 
this very thing: to teſtify of Chriſt, and to reveal Chrit 
in our ſinful touls; enabling us to diſcern the all-ſuth- 
ciency of Chriſt, to diſcern our right to make ule of 
Chriſt, and to receive Chriſt as our 0Wwa—eur own God 
and Saviour. "BA 2 

Be it then your daily endeaveur, your continual bu- 
ſineſs, to believe; firmly, confidently, aſſuredly to be- 
lieve in Jeſus Chriſt; as the great and glorious Re- 

deemer, in whom you have pardon, you have righte- 

oufaels and eternal life, Thus exerciſe yourſelves un- 
to godlineſs, and « God will help you; God will firength- 

en you; yea, God will uphold you with the right 
hand of his righteoulneſs.”— Thus excercite yourleives. 
unto godlineſs, depending on the divine faithfulneſs, 
proceeding upoa the divine warrant, in obedience to 
the divine command, which expreſsly fays, “believe in 
in the Lord your God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed: believe 
his prophets, fo ſhall ye proſper * : believe in his dear 
Son, ſo ſhall ye be ſaved 4.” - | 

Pharaoh ſaid to. Joſeph, „Now thou art command- 
ed, this dof.” Let me ſay to my hearers. Now ye 
are allowed, invited, commanded to believe in the Son 
of God, this do, tt is your grand concern; the one 
thing needful : Without this nothing will profit you. 
Therefore | repeat my exhortation; therefore | am o 
urgent; therefore I cannot diſmiis this ſubject, with- 
out beſeeching the Father af mercies to command a 
blefling upon the word, that you may indeed {| ** be- 
lieve unto righteouſneſs,” untolife, unto ſalvation. 
Thus will you glorify che ineffable goodneſs of God, 
and the ineſtimable merit of Chriſt; thus will you find 
a ſure, a full, an incomparably rich proviſion made for 
your ſafety; and thus will you molt effectually comply 
with that tender and gracious invitation of the Lord . 
your God; Come, my people, enter thou into thy 
chambers, and ſhut thy door about thee : hide thyſelf 


| G | 
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as it were for a little moment, until the indignation 
be overpaſt, For behold ! the Lord cometh out of his 
place to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity“.“' 1 | 
And what will ye do, when the Lord cometh forth 
to puniſh, if you are not received into the hiding - place 
— What will ye do, ye men of /ober and decent conver. 
6 ; who have nothing but an outward regularity, 
and ſome cuſtomary conformity to religious worſhip ? 
Theſe, though in their place valuable, yet are no 
ſecurity. They are only the oytworks, not your 
fortification, nor your citadel, When the righteon | 
Judge * ſhall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, 
to take vengeance on them that obey not the goſpel ; 
theſe, without the blood of ſprinkling, will be but as a 
__ withered leaf amidſt the inextinguiſhable burning. 
What will ye do ye men of wealth and large pollcfi. 
ons? will riches profit you in the day of wrath f?!“ 
will riches protect you in the day of the the Lord' 
contrever iy? Alas! they will mark you out for a prey, 
and ſerve only to lure the vultures, If riches have 
been your idol; hoarded up in your coffers, or laviſhed 
- ent upon yourſelves ; they will, when the day of reck. 
oning comes, be like the garment of pitch and brim- 
tone, put upon the criminal condemned to the flames, 
What will ye do, ye mighty men of valour ? If the 
Lord turn his hand upon you, your hearts ſhall fail, 
and your knees be feeble ; your arm ſhall loſe its ſtrength, 
ard your {word fhall loſe its edge. Your fleets and ar- 
mies ſhall be as tow,” and the commanders of them 
*« as a ſpark; ard they ſhall both burn together, and 
none ſhall quench them .“ If you are not ſheltered and 
ſecured by this blood, what will ye do, when the 
ſhout of the archangel is made, and the trump of Gcd 
js heard? undaunted as you now ſeem, yon will then, 
in an agony of diſpair, “call upon rocks to fall upon 
you, and mountains to cover you ||,” 
UM hat will ye do, ye voluptuous men, and ye carelels 
women? ye that eat the lambs out of the flock, and 


* Ia. xxvi. 20, 22. +2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. prov. xi. ho 
$ IIa. i. 31. || Rev. vi. 16. 
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the calves out of the mid{t of the tall? ye that drink | 
wine in bowls, and anvint yourſeives with the chief 
dintments? Ah! what will ye do, when the whole 
land, for the u iverlal degeneracy. of its inhabitafits,. 
for their contempt of Chritt, and neglect ot grace, 
„ thall become brimitone, and falt, and burning; in- 
ſomuch that it ſhall not be ſown, nor bear, nor any 
grails grow thereon ? Much more may t alk, What 
will ye do, when the heavens ſhall paſs away with a 
great noiſe; whea the elements ſhall meit with fervent 
heat, when the whole earth, aud all the works that 
are therein, ſhall be burnt up? 5 
What will ye do, people of a ranks and condi- 
tions. when © miſchief ſhall come upon miſchief, and. 
pumour ſtrall be upon ruinour ?“ when your houſes 
ſhall be laid in heaps, and your ſtreets be made a place. 
of graves? when your cities, that were full of ighabi-# 
tants, ſhall be ſolitary ; and not a voice heard amidſt 
them, but ſi ghs of the diſconſolate, and groaas of the 
dying? when your children ſhall be ſlaughtered in one 
place; your parents ir another ; and the + ſſain ſhall 
ly behind the ſlayer, as the ſheaves behind | the reaper, 
in the time of harveſt ?”—Baut, above all, what will ye 
do, when the great white throne is ere&ed ; when the 
earth and the heavens flee away from the face of him 
that ſitteth thereon; and the dead, both ſinall and 
great, ſtand before God to be judged? Without the 
blood of Tpriakling, where can you be fafe ? how will 
you appear? what will you do? —Whereas, if Chriſt 
and his hlood are yours, all is yours, You have no- 
thing to fear, in time or eternity. O! well is it with 
you, and happy ſhall you be.“ But this reminds me of 
aiding a word. = | YL ; 
4. By way of conſolation. —Poflibly you may be ready 
to enquire, 4+ What conſolation will this adminifter, 
amidſt the preſages, or under the approach, of national 
calamities? - Very great. Fear not,” ſays the Lord, 
for I have redzemed thee F,” Redemption by Chriit 
1s a preſervative from all terror, and an antidote a- 
gainſt every evil. This cauſes the ſerene breaſt, and 


G 2 
Deut. xxix. 23. 2k, vii. 26. f ler. ix. 
$ La. lil. 1. 3 + Ezek. vii 22 t Jer. ix. 22. 


7 THE MIANS OF SAFETY. 


the lightſome heart. Hence comes calmneſs of conſci. 
ence, guietneſs. and aſſurance for ever. Therefore ſay; 
the prophet, «+ This man ſhall be our peace when th; 
" Aikrian ſhall come into eur land.” The blood an 

Tighteouſreſs of our incarnate God ſhall be the ove. 
reign ſupport of our fouls, even when the enemy invady 
our territories, and preys upon the vitals of ou 
eountry * yea, when he treads upon our palaces *;" 
not only demoliſkes our dwelling-houſes,. but lays ou 
roval edifices iu the duſt, and makes us feel all the griey 
euſneſs of war. 

Further; when this blood is ſprinkled, ſin is don 
away, and God, is appealed. His promiſes are yout 
portion. and his arm is your defence, For the com- 
fort of ſuch people it is written; He (hall deliver the 
in fix troubles ; yea, in ſeven there ſhall no evil toud 
\ thee. In famine, he ſhall redeem thee from death; ant 
in war, from the power of the ſword. Thou ſhalt be 
hid from the ſcourge of the tongue; neitber ſhalt tho 
be afraid of deſtruction, © when it cometh. .“ In thi 
hands of this reconciled and faithful Creator, this ut 
wearied aud almighty Deliverer, how ſafely may you 
depolite yourſelves and your families, your poſſeſſiou 
and your all! 

Be not then. diſcouraged, ye followers of Chil, 
though troubjeous times ſhould come. All creatures 
and. all events, are under the controul of your heaven 
Father. If he has any further occaſion for your ſervice 
or ſees it conducive to your good, he will preſerve you 
amidſt the greateſt dangers. He can draw a. curtain d 


- . concealment over you, as he did over David in tt 


cave 1. He can plant an inviſible guard. around you, 
as he did around Eliſha in Dothan F. He can turn tht 
hearts of your adverſaries, and make even. the enem] 
and the avenger to be at peace with you; as he did u 
the caſe-of Jacob and bis enraged brother Eſau,—Or, i 
you. fall in the common calamity, your latter end 
ſhall be peace;” your inheritance is. unalienable, and 
your joy no man taketh from you.” Your beſt things, 
your eternal intereſts, are ſecure, inviolably. ſecurt, 
being hid with Chriſt in God ||.” 

Happy, unſpeakably bleſſed. and. happy the people, 

* Micah v. 5, + Job v. 19, 20, 21. þ 1 Sam. x#IV-þ 
1 2 Kings ui. 17, ||, Col. iii. 3, 
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whom this blood is ſprinkled ! If vindictive viſita- 


ei ions come upon the land, this may ſcreen aad protect as 
Mt heir perſon's ; like the mark, which the man clothed . "i 
Ut ith linen ſet upon the forehead af God's choſen ones“; 
: like the line of ſcarlet thread, which Rahab the har. 


ot bound to the window of her houſe . However, by 
his blood of reconciliation, all afffictions ſhall be diiarm- 
d, and every evil unſtung. Nay, all things, not 
n proſperity only, but in adverſity likewiſe, ** {hail 
ork together for good t.“ Death, even death, is 
anquiſhed for them, and become their gain. And the 
aſt judgment is no longer the object of their dread, but 
heir unfpeakable priviſedge. Being juſtiſied by this 
blood, they may even glory in tribulation, and re- 
hoice in hope,” ia the ſure aud ſtedtaſt hope of the glory 
pf God 5.“ 
Will Lb then, brethren, ardently join with me ? 
while I lift up my voice to God in the heavens, aad ſay 
« Awake, awake, O arm of the Lord; let this be a day _- 
of thy power, and a day of our redemption... Behold, _ 
O God our Saviour, and look upon thy various congre- bo | 
gations. See what a gathering of the people there is in 
thy courts ; let there be as great @ gathering of ſouls 
to thy bleſſed ſelf. Fulfil the prophecy, almighty Shi- 
loh ! Let finners, won by the diſcovery of thy grace, 
fly unto thee as a cloud; and take ſhelter in thy wounds, 
as the doves in their windows! that they may reſt in 
the day of trouble; and, when time ſhall be no more, 
may enter into that everlaſting ret, which remaineth 
for the people of God.” Amen. 6 | 
% G. 

* Ezek. ix. 6. + Joch. l. 18, 19. 
t Rom. viii. 28. Tais ſeems. to be the meaning of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in the paſfage lately quoted from Job, Iu fiz,” 
in manifold and various © troubles God {hall deliver thee.” 
Or, if he ſuffer thee to be involved © in ſeven, there ſhall 
no evil,” no penal evil, „ teuch. thee.” His gracious pre- 
& nice {hall be more than deliverance. Thou {halt not feel 
anguiſh, but enjoy eomfort e thou ſhalt not ſuffer harm, but 
receive benefit. Though the flames of tribulation Kindle all. 
around, they ſhall not conſume the: but (like the fire whieh: 
ſurrounded. the three H-brew cunfe ſſors) hall only looſe thy 
bois, and ſet thee free; ſet thy affections free from a 
troubleſome world, or ſet thy foul. tree from a priſon of clay. 
$ Rom, v. 1, 2, 33 . . 


1 


Ry / 


8 FRM ON M 
WAY or HOLINES.S. 


Ez Ek. Xviil. 27. 


When the wicked man turneth away from his wickedneſs 


4 that he hath committed, and doth that. which is. lawful l 
and right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. p 
ff Any of my hearers, I obſerve, are huſbandmen; 1 
and the ſeaſon, if. I miſtake not, is the ſeaſon of 
ſeed time. I will ſuppoſe: a perſon, unſkilled in your { 


buſineſs, brethren, taking notice of your work. Per. 
haps he goes home, and ſays—** What ſtrange inconk- 
gerate creatures have 1 ſeen in the field! I ſaw them, 
inſtead of laying up their corn-in the garner, throwing 
it _ by: handfuls, Nay, they even buried it in the 
ground, and left it to putrify under the clods. ls this 
the way to improve their ſtock, and increaſe their ſub- 
ſtance ? ls this the way to get gain, and provide for 
their families ?” | 
Shepld:any. one make ſuch a reflection on your con- 
duct, u have an anſwer ready, The ſame anſwer, 
only. with an alteration of: circumſtances, will be equally 
proper for your preacher, It is true, his uſual ſub- 
jects are; the abſolutely free grace of God, and the im- 
menſely rich merits of Chriſt ; the infinite atonement, 
and everlaſting righteouſneſs of the Redeemer, But be- 
cauſe he generally enlarges upon theſe doctrines, is he 
therefore throwing away. bis words! does he neglect the 
cauſe; or. diſregard the intereſts of holineſs? Far from 
it. He is-ſowing. the ſeed of vital holinefs; without 
which ſeed, holineſs will never flouriſh. in your hearts, 
wilnever bring forth fruit in your lives; any more. 
than your plowed: lands will produce a crop of corn, 
with aut receiving the appointed grain, It is through: 
the. knowledge of our adorable Saviour, as calling us ta 
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glory and virtue, hat we have all things pertaining: 
unto life and godlineſs *;” unto the enjoyment. of life 
eternal, and the practice of true godlineſs. | | 
To convince you. that this is my aim, 1 have choſen 
a text full-to-the purpoſe; and. not unſuitable. to the 
occaſion: of our preſent aſſembly, ** When the wicked 
man turneth away from his. wickedneſs. that be hath 


committed; and: doth- that which is lawful. and right, 
he ſhall ſave his. ſoul. alive.“ 


The words naturally. divide. themſelves into the fol- | 


lowing particulars, | 

1. What the wicked man ſhould turn: © from—wiek- 
edneſs, Weep, : 

1. What he ſhould turn to ! to do that which is 
lawful and right.“ | | * 

IH. What will be the efe& of ſuch. turning — **he: | 
ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. 

May Chriſt Jeſus, the head of his church, and the 
wonderful counſellor, enable us to open. theſe truths ;. 
to add a word of. lively application; and to receive 
godly edifying from the whole. 

I. What the wicked man ſhould turn rom nwicked- 
neſs, Here perhaps you expect that I ſhould mention 
ſeveral ſorts. of wickedneſs ;. ſhould. diſplay the deteſ- 
table nature, and. deſtructive conſequences- of each; 
and deter you, by ſuch conſiderations, from the com- 
miſſion of them all.; deter you from lying and de- 
frauding, from curſing and ſwearing, from drunken- 
neſs and uncleanneſs, from a ſpitefultemper and a back- 
biting tongue. Theſe are horrid evils, On account 
of theſe the. land mourns. Theſe. bring the vengeance 
of God on a perſon, and on a people f. If I could ſpeak 
in thunder, | could never inveigh too. loudly againſt 
theſe vices. ** Ye that go on in ſuch iniquities, ye are 
_ ſeattering brimſtone upon your habitations | ; ye are heap- 
ing up wrath againſt the day. of wrath d. How can ye 
eſcape the damnation of hell || ;? | 

But let me forbear invectives. Let me reaſon with 
you in the ſpivit of mildneſs.—1 will ſuppoſe you poſ- 


* 2Peteri. 3. Þ Col. iii. 6. 1 Job xviii. 13. $. Rom. 
8.5, | Matth. Xxüi. 33. | ; 
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ſeſſed of a pleaſant garden. In ſome favourite bed, 
many weeds ſpring up, alluring to the eye, but full of 
deadly poiſon, Will you order your gardener to crop 
off the leaver. or to pluck up the rats To pluck up 
the roots, molt certainly. Becauſe, if he does the for- 
mer only, it will avait bat little; it will be no better 
than labour loſt : whereas, if he does the latter, he 
will effectually rid your ground of the pernicious in- 
cumbrance,— Thus would 1 act. Wickedneſs is this 
pernicious weed. It is full of deadly poifon : it pollutes 
your ſouls, and will be the bane of your happinels, [ 
would not therefore be content with uſing the prun- 
ing knife, and cutting of the ſhaots; but I would take 
the ſpade, and level my blow at the root. 

I would fain have you turn; not partially and ſuper- 
ficially, but thoroughly and habitually—not from ſome 
only, But from al{ wickedneſs — and not barely from 

the practice, but even from the love of it, and any 
fondneſs for it, — This will never be accompliſhed, un- 
leſs you turn ; | 

From a thoughtle/; 

From a prayerle/s an 
From an #nſenſ/ible 

1. From a thoughtle/s ſtate. —You are made for eter- 

nity ; you are immortal beings. You muſt dwell either 
with God in heaven, or with devils in hell; and that 
to endleſs, endleſs ages. You know not how ſoon you 
may be ſummoned into the inviſible and eternal world; 
the following night, for aught ye can tell ; or before 
the prefent hour is expired. Do you ſeriouſly conſider, 
to which of theſe everlaſting abodes you are approach- 
ing ? for which of theſe unchangeable conditions you 
are meet? 

« Except a man be born again,“ fays our Lord, 
„ he cannot enter into the 2 of heaven “.“ This 

is the fixed determination of the righteous Judge. You 
all hope for heaven; and I humbly beſeech the Lord, 
that you may not be diſappointed of your hope. But 
do you diligently inquire, whether you have experien- 
ced this new birth? is there a ſpiritual change wrought 


John il. 3. 
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in your ſouls? are your affections taken off from vani- 
ty, and fixed on the infinitely amiable God? is your 
memory filled with the truths of the goſpel, and are 
your deſires riſing to things above? To expect the 
blefſednefs of heaven, and have no concern about this 


rene wal of your nature, is to contemn the counſels of 
Chriſt, and to trifle with his unalterable decree. 


« Without holineſs no man ſhall fee the Lord . 


This is the Randing rule for our preſent conduct, and 
indiſpenſibly neceſfary for our future happineſs. Yow 
may be civil and decent in your behaviour; you may 
attend the place of divine worfhip, and paſ for reput- 
able perſons: yet unleſs you are holy in your hearts, 
and holy in your converſation, you cannot enter inte: 
God's bliſsful preſence. Fo be holy is te © put on 
Chriſt ;“ to reſemble Chriſt, in your ſpirit and car- 
ringe, as one man reſembles another, when he puts on 


his dreſs, or imitates his manners. Do you look te 


Chriſt as your pattern; follow Chriſt as your guide; 
and, in the general courſe of your life, walk as Chriſt 
walked ? — Perhaps you have never ſo much as aimed at 
this; never ſo much as ferioufly conſidered eternity, 
regeneration, and a conformity to Chriſt. Theſe 
things are ſeldom, if ever in your thoughts: then be 


aſſured you are far from holineſs * you are not turned 


from your evil way; no, nor ſa much as beginning to. 
turn. | 

Say not, This duty of ſerious conſideration is 2 
flight matter. If 1 had been guilty of injuſtice or per- 
jury; if I had committed adultery or murder; theſe in- 
deed were heinous crimes : whereas, the omiſſion which 
you have inſiſted on is but a ſmall offence.” Small ef- 
fence ! Preſume net to think ſo. However ſuch guilt 
may appear little in your view, or fit eaſy upon your 
conſcience, it is heinous enough to make heaven and. 
earth amazed, For thus ſaith the Lord, Hear, O 
keavens, and give ear, O earth! I have nouriſhed and 
brought up children, and they have rebelled againſt 
me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's. 
crib.; but Iſpael doth: not know, my people doth. not 


* Heb, ail, 4. 1 Rom. il. 14. 
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conſider . To ſay the truth, an inconſiderate careleg 
life is an unintermitted courſe of ſiu': it is one continu» 
ed act of rebellion againt God. it oppoſes his com- 
paſſionate with ; 0 that they were wile that they 
underkiogd chis! that they would conſider their latter 
end f” lt dif. beys bis poſitive command; haus faith 
the Lord of hoits,” the ſupreme ruler of the world, 
% Couſider your ways . it defeats the deſi gn of bi; 
holy world, aud would make the blood of his don to be 
of none effect. | 

2. Turn from a prayerleſs ſtate; Alas! how many 
of thoſe whom we call Chriſtians. are ſtrangers to.pray- 
er! How many ſervants riſe. to their work, and never 
bend a knee before their Maſter in heaven ! how many 
maſters ſet their ſervants ag ungodly example; enter 
upon the affairs of the day, without imploring the God 
of all grace, either to proſper their buſtaels, or to 
ſanctify their ſouls | How many parents know not what 
it is to make earneſt ſupplications for the converſion and 
faivarion of their children! and how many children are 
as ignorant of the nature, the neccſlity, the advantages 
of prayer, as the wild aſs's colt 5. 

Shall 1 reckon 7he/e. good people? are theſe turned 
to their God? No; they are deſpiſers of the Mott 
High: they caſt contempt upon his Majeſty. The 
language of their practice is, Depart from as. Om- 
nipotent as thou art, we have no need of thee: no 
need of thy Spirit, to make interceſſion ix us; no need 


of thy Son to make interceſſion for us.” —Molt jultly 


therefore is it reckoned by Eliphas, as part of a wicked 
and abandoned character, Thou reſtraineſt prayer be- 
fore God |}.” Nay, it is mentioned by the pſalmiſt as 
the finiſhing part, that which ſeals up the ſoul under 
the dominion of. iniquity, and ſhuts out all reaſonable 
hope of a reformation: they are corrupt; they do 
abominable works; and there is no proſpect of their 
doing otherwiſe, ſince © they call not upon the Lord“. 

'keligions, yet negle& prayer! Impollible, Can 3 
man live without food ? can he breathe without air? 


* Tfa. i. 2, * 1 Deut. x xxii. 29. | Hag. i. 57 Te 
Job xi. 2. || Job xv. 4 #** Plal xiv. 4. 
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No more can you withſtand temptation, or exercife god- 
lineſs, unleſs you watch unto prayer. — The ne- 


glect of prayer is not only ſiuful in itſelf, but the ſure 


ſign of an unſanctified heart, and the wide inlet to every 
unrighteous practice. Shew me a prayerteſs perſon.” 
ſaid one, and I will ſhew you a graceiefs perion.” — 
Turn then, finners, turn, without delay, to a habit of 
prayer; of ſecret, ſerious earneſt prayer; other wiſe, 
you cannot expect that the wrath of God ſhould be 
turned away from yon, No; when he whets his glit- 
tering ſword, and bis hand takes hold on judgment, 
jau are the perſons that cauſe the indignation ; you are 
the perſons who have reaſon to tremble at the ſtroke. 
For thus it is written in that venerable book, which is a 
tranſcript of the divine will, and the rule of the divine 
procedure; Pour out thy fury upon the Heathen, that 
know thee not ; pour out thy fury upon the families that 
call not on thy name +.” | 

3. Turn from your ixſenſible ſtate.— Be ſenſible of 
your guilt, your miſery, your ruin. Thoughtleſs and 
prayerleſs people, you are ſinners before the God of 
heaven; you are the children of his wrath ; you are 
the objects of his vengeance ; condemned and accurſed 
by his holy word, O ! may the Lord of all power rend 


the vail from your underitandings, and ſhew you your 


perilous, your dreadful perilous condition. | 
if, while 1 am ſpeaking, the earth ſhould reel to and 
fro, and be in ſtrong conyulfions under your feet; if it 


ſhould open its horrid jaws, and gape frightfully wide 


to devour you; not one in the affembly but would be 
greatly alarmed. How then can you be careleis and 
unconcerned, when hell from beneath is opening her 


mouth, to ſwallow you up in endlets per dition? if this 


building was rocking over your heads, and tottering on 


every {de ; if the beams were burſting, and the walls 


cleaving ; you would be ſtruck with altonifhment and 
horror, And how is it that you are under no appre- 
benſions, when the indignation of an almighty God is 
ready to fall upon you? which ſar more 1ntupportable 
chan the fall of loaded roofs, or ponderous milltones, 


# Eph. vi. 18, + Jer. x. 25+ 
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muſt even grind you to powder — lf the French were 
landed, and an army of deiperate Papiſts raviſhing the 
nation; if you were purſued, or ſurrounded, by thoſe 
barbarous enemies of your religion and country ; if their 
ſwords, recking with Britiſh blood, were now at your 
throats; you would tremble for your lives. And will 
you not feel ſome concern for your ſouls, when the 
- {ſword of Omnipotence is ſharpened to cut you in 
pieces? when for ought ye kuow, it may be already 
unſheathed; may have received a commiſſion to 
give the fatal blow; and, before another hour paſ- 
ſes, may actually ſtrike.— If the late diſtemper among 
the cattle ſhould turn to a plague among men; if it 
ſhould ſweep away thoujands and ten thouſands to an 
untimely grave; if you ſhould ſee multitudes of your 
neighbours jickening, dropping, dying on every ide ; 
certainly you would be terrified, How then can you 
remain unimpreſſed, when the curſe “ of God is ap- 
proaching you ? when the curſe of God is hovering 
over you ? when the curſe of God is ready to be pour- 
ec out upon you; and turn all your delights into 
weeping. wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth? 

Behoid then, finners, inconſiderate and inſenſible 
firners. you are this day impleaded at God's bar : you 
are found guilty before the judge of the world: you 
are vpon the very brink of everlaſting deſtruftion-— Not 

the earth, but hel}, is opening her mouth to devour 
you not the ſtones and timber of your bouſes, but the 
vergeance of the moſt High, is ruſhing down upon you, 
The ſword not of an enraged adveriary, but of God's 
molt ;remenduous Cilpleature is drawn, perhaps ſtretched 
out 16 dei ray you: the peſtilence, or what is infinitely 
more to be dreaded than the peſtilence that walketh in 
darkneſs, the curſe ot God is ready to break forth upon 
you, — Ard will not theje terrors awaken you, alarm 
you, perſuade you f: Thou God of the world. and 

Cod of our ſovls, let not thy judgments and thy threat- 
enings go forth in vain! a 

1 hope {ome of you are inclined to aſk, —How, or to 
what ſhouſd we be perſuaded? it ſo, my ſecond parti 

__ evlar will ſuggeſt the proper anſwer, 
* Gal. lit, 10. + 2 Cor. v. 11. 


Hoſ. Xili. 9. + Col. i. 19. 4 John i. 29. 
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41. What the wicked man fhould “ turn to ?—To 
do that which is lawful and right;“ to repent of fin, 
and love God; to be pure in heart, and holy in all man- 
ner of converſation. This is implied in the exhortation 
of the text; this is the indiſpenſible duty of all men: 
and to promote this is the continual aim of our miniſtry. 

Bat you are guilty, ruined, impotent creatures — 
Gailty, and can you, under a load of treſpaſſes, ariſe 
and do your Lord's will ?!—Ruined, and can you, a- 
midſt ſuch diſcouraging circumſtances, have any heart 
to ſet about the work of reformation ? /mpotent, and 
can you, under the molt deplorable weaknets, perform 


the moſt difficult of all ſervices ?—No: you mult firſt, 


be relieved and enabled, before you can be ſufficient 
for theſe things. Like the woman bowed down with a 
fpirit of infirmity, or like the impotent: man at the pool 
of Betheſda, you muſt receive reſtoration and ſtrength 
from God your Saviour. Turn then to Chriſt, who 
ſays by his prophet, “O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed 
chyſelf, but in me is thy help “.“ 

If you ſhould enquire, W hat ſhall | find m Chriſt ? 


All that you can want; all that yon can with : incom- 


rably more than iam able to exprets. For © it hath 
pleaſed the Father, that in -Chriſt ſhould all -Hulneſs 
dwell r.“ 

Becauſe you are guilty, and have a burden of iniquity 
on your ſouls, he is the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the fin of the world f :” a Lamb of God's own 
appointing : a Lamb of infinite excellence and dignity ; 
to whom nothing is equal, nothing comparable. This 
Lamb of God has ſhed.his blood for ſinners : has ſuffer- 
ed death for ſinners; yea, has died in their ſtead, and 
endured all that vengeance which they have deſerved, 
In this moſt wondeftul and perfect manner has he ob- 
tained their pardon! pardon, not of ſome only, :but of 
all ſins ; be they ever 10 numerous, er ever fo heinous, 
it maketh no difference with him. ' An infinite Saviour 
taketh away millions, unnumbered millions of the moft 
abominable iniquities, with as much eaſe as he expiates 
a ſingle offence, or the ſmalleſt fault. He blotteth 

H . 
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out tranſgreſſions,” agravated tranſgreſſions, innumer- 
able tranſgreſſions * as a cloud # ;” as eaſily and as 
completely as the wind ſweeps away a floating cloud 
from the face of the ſky. Delivered from this load of 
guilt, you will be fitted to wall in the way of God's 


commandments,  ** and not be weary, yea, to run, and 


not faint +.” 


Becauſe you are ruined, and have nothing that may 
recommend you to the moſt high God, Chriſt has 
brought ina righteouſneſs —a complete righteouſneſs—- 
a divine righteouſneſs. Confider the untpotted purity 
of his nature, and the unſinning obedience of his liſe; 
conſider his fervent charity to man, and his patient re- 
fignation to God; confider all his exalted virtues, and 
all his exemplary actions; theſe, all theſe, in their ut- 
molt perfeQion, are not only for the imitation, but for 
the juſtification alſo, of ſuch ſinners as you and |, 
„ His nam+ is JEHOVAH,” which ſpeaks incompre- 
keofible.grandeur in him; * JE. HOVAH our righteouſ- 
neis |,” which ſpeaks vnalterable comfort to us, In 
this righteouſneſs we may be fully accepted, and in- 

' titled to life eternal. Ot this we may make our mm 

and ſay, ** in the Lord have 4 righteouſneſs ||; l, a 
ti auſgreſſor, have a real righteontneſs; l, a defective 
creature. have a conſummate righteouſneſs ; l, a frail 
relapſing Chriitian, have an invariable and everlaſling 
rigbteauſneſs. O! what a treaſure is this! what an 
unlpeakable gift is this! Is there a cordial tha! can re- 
vive our ſpirits, is there a motive that can animate us to 
duiy, like juſtißcation through Immanuel's righteouſ- 
neis?—Blefſed Lord! this makes thy yoke eaſy, and 
thy burden light, 

Becauſe you are weak and diſabled, Chriſt has the re- 
due of the Spirit &; the fulneſi of the Spirit #®; the 
ſeven Spirits of God are before his throne ++. The Holy 
Ghoſt, in all his operations, aud with all his graces, 
Chriſt ſends to whomſocver he pleaſes 11.— He gave 
this ineſtimable bleſſing to Saul the perlecutor and blaſ- 


Ia. xliv. 22. + Isa. al 31. t Jer. xxi'i. 6. 
|} 1fa xv. 24. $ Mal. u. 15. #* Col. i. 19. 
+ Rev. i. 4. 4} John xvi. 7. | 
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pbemer: he gave this meſtimable bleffing to many of 
his murderers and crucifters 5 he itill confers the 
heavenly gift on his enemies: yea, on the rebellious 
alſo “. and «© the promiie;” the free gracious promiſe, 
is to you, and to your children, and to all that are 
afar of, even as many as the Lord our God,“ by the 
preaching of his gaipei, © halt cali,” | 

How ſalutary and veneficial are the effects of this gift 
our Lord himſelf, who bet knew, has ud nirably thewn, 
+ He that believerh on me, our of lus belly thall flow 
rivers of living water f.“ This ſpake he of the Spirit, 
which every oue th it turns to him, Aad believes on him, 
ſhall receive. Ohlerve ſome beautiful and copious river; 
how it exhilarates the country, and ſructficsthe foil 
through which it paſſ:s; beſto ws a thoaiand conveni- 
ences, and gives birth to a thoutand delights, where- 
ever it takes its winding couſe. So the Comforter 
dwelling in the heart, gives ſuch charming views of 
Chriſt, and his unſearchable riches, as g'adden the con- 
ſcience, and make us truly happy. Hence, as from an 
inexhauſtibie ſource, trne holinefs flows, and every ſpi - 
ritual good, This diſpoſes us to love our neighbour: 
this teaches us to be meek in ſpirit: and this will raiſe 
our de ſires far above earthly, ſenſual, tranfitorythings ; 
even as David's thoughts were railed far above the ſhep- 
herd's ſerip, when he fat exalted on the throae of 1ſrael, 
 Vndee the influence of this divine Spirit, you will ſay, 
„ Chriſt hath taken away the execrable filth of my fins; 
and ſhall 1 wallow in the mire of iniquity” again? 
Chriſt has delivered me from the pit of everlatting de- 
ſtroction; and ſhall 1 leap- into thoſe. unquenchable 
flames, from which, as a brand, I have been ſnatched ? 
—ln my adorable Redeemer, I have a- perfect righte- 
ouſueſs, and am completely jultified ; and ſhall 1 not 
endeavour to walk worthy of ſuch favours; toſhew my 
gratitude for ſuch beneficence, by bringing forth the 
truits of righteouſneſs in all my convertation ?” * 

Les, brethren, when you are turned to Chriſt, to 
receive his atoi.ement, to rely on his righteoutnels, to 
be filled with his Spirit; it will be with your ſoul as it 

* Plal, Ixviii. 18. + Acts ii. 39. t John vii. 38. 
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is with the earth when it is turned to the /. The 
earth, you ſee, is now barren, and unfruitful, becauſe 
it has been very much withdrawn from the enlivening 
beams of the ſun. Ere long it will be replaced. under 
the full influences of that fountain of light and heat. 
Then what a change will take place! how will the 
flowers appear on the ground! how will the leaves a- 
dorn the trees! how will the ſinging of the birds be 
heard in our land! So ſhall holineſs and a heavenly. 
temper be produced in your ſouls; ſo ſhall obedience, 
with all the truits. of godlineſs, flowriſh.in your lives; 
when this “ Sun of righteouſneſs” manifeſts himſelf in 
your hearts, makes you partakers of his ſalvation, and 
thas ** ariſes upon you-with healing under his. wings “.“ 

Should any one doubt, whether /t is the way to 
do that which is lawful and right; 1 aſk — ls it not a 
pleaſing way? ſuch as we ſhould with for; ſuch as we 
ſhould prefer. above «ll:othecs 3 and ſuch as will render: 
our Lord's lervice perfect freedom? — Is it not a rati- 
onal way? apparently adapted to en gage the heart, to 
Rrengthen the hand, and thereby to fit the whole man 
for every good work? 

Beſides; is it not the way appointed by God? —— 
5 Would we. earneltly repent, and be heartily ſorry for 

all our miſdoings? The wiſdom of God aſſures us, this 
ſorrow muſt ariſe from believing views of Chriſt; from 
looking unto him whom we have pierced 4.“ looking 
unto him as wounded for our. tranſgreſſions, and brui 
ed for our iniquities. Th's, if any thing, will incline- 
us to be afflicted, and mourn, and weep fer all our 
abominations. Thus, and thus only, ſhall we experi- 
ence that godly. ſorrow, which worketh repentance not 
to be repented of.” 

Would we love God? The oracles of heaven informs 
us, that we muſt firſt ſee his love; his infinitely free, 
and infinitely tender love towards us; his love not im- 
putin g any fin to our fouls, but laying all our iniqui- 
ties upon his own Son. Then ſhall ave love him, when 


we perceive and know, that he has, in this moſt divine» 


ly gracious manner, regarded—/oved—blefſed us. 


« Mal. iy. 2. + Zech. xii. 10. 
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Would. we be pure in heart? The Lord purifizth the 
Heart by faith ;“ faith in Chriſt, as thedding his molt 
precious blood, as giving his molt glorious perſon, for 
our ranſom ; and, by his oblation, ** finiſhing our 
tranigreſſion; making, reconciliation. for our iniquity ; 
yea, PROT us for ever;” inſomuch that we may 
boldly and affuredly ſay, Through this grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt we: ſhall be faved,” tie that hath 
this faith and-this hope purifieth himſelf, even as he 
is pure? > | x 
Would we ** renounce all ungodlineſs? would we 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godlily +!” By grace we 
muſt be enabled, even that grace which brings 1a:vi- 
tion, a finiſhed and free ſalvation to ſinners. hat 
2 appearing in the heart, and appropriated by 
aith, is the ſure, the effectual means of true ſanctifica- 
tion; the ſure; the. effectual motive to willing obedi- 
ence.— Therefore our Lord ſays, ** He that eateth me, 
even he ſhall live by me 1. He that eateth me,“ that 
receiveth my. righteouſneſs and redemption; that mak- 
eth a daily uſe of me and my benefits, for the retre{h- 
ment and health of his ſoul; as people make a daily 
uſe of their neceflary food for the nourithment and ſup- 
port of their bodies; even. he ſhall live by me; he 
thall live to God in real holineſs here, and- live with 
God in everlalting glory hereafter; — This method will 
ſtrengthen and prepare us tor diicharging all the duties 
of a Chriſtian life, as bread ſtrengthens aud pre ares 
the labourer for diſpatching the buſineſs of his oil- 
ſome calling. Whereas, without uſing this ſovereign 
expedient, we ſhall be as incapable ot exerciſing our- 
{elves unto godlinels, as the hirliug, deprived of his 
uſual meals, would- be. incapable of performing his 
daily taſk. | | 
Upon the- whole, brethren, we do not urge op to 
make brick without ſtraw; we do not- call upon you to 
ariſe and work, without ſhewing, you from whence 
your ability and vigour are to proceed Some, perhaps, 
might exhort you to all holy obevience: but negie&:g; 
thete moit neceſſary directions, their ex!.ortuctions would 
11 | i 
Au xv. 9g. ++ Tit. 17 2. $ John vi. 57. 
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be comſortleſs and inſignificant ; becauſe, you might 
fetch a ſigh, and make an anſwer ;. All this we would 
gladly do, «© but; alas! we are not able“ —-Whereas 
here is grace ſufficient for you in Chriſt; Whatever 


hinders. you, Chriſt removes: whatever: you. want, 


Chriſt beſtows : „ that; being delivered from your ene- 
mies, and from the hand of all that hate you; from 
the influence of; all that embarraſſes, and all that dil. 
courages you; you may ſerve: him, without Vn 


or diſquieting fear, in holine ſs and righteouſneſs before 


him, all the days of your liſe“:“ 
Happy deliverance ! thrice happy conduct! but hap- 


pier flill the iſſue of all! which reminds me of my laſt. 


enquiry; namely. | 


111, What will be the effect of this-turning e, 


the wicked man; thus turned, Hall ſave his ſoul alive. 

He -ſuall /ave—Safety ſhall be his companion; ſafety 
ſhall be his guard; fafety.thalt eſcort him through th: 
dangers of life. All the days of his appointed time 
he thall dwell under the defence of the. Moſt High, 


and abide under the ſhadow of the-Almighty +.”—Molt- 


deſirable ſituation ! efpecially when judgments, deſo- 
jating and deſtructive judgments, are abroad,— While 
the ſtarm..of calamity is gathering, or when the tem- 
peſt of tribulation is raging, O! what a calm muſt it 
create in the heart. to have the eternal God for our re- 
ſuge t! to ſay within ourſelves, + The hand that is 
fretebed aver the ſea, and ſhakes the kingdams of the 


carth ; the hand that rends the mountains, and ſcatters. 
the everlaſting hills d; that hand is my defence.and my 


ſhield i” 


Save his /oul. lt is nat improbable, but-his bodily. 
welfare may be ſecured. God may ſet a mark upon his 


forehead, and command the ſword of the deſtroying 
angel to paſs over h's honſe But however this may be 
determined, his ſoul. ſhall be ſafe. As to his ſpiritual 
welfare, he has a writ of protection under the great ſeal 
of heaven. The Lord jeſus is his ever faithful guar. 
dian, and * noue ſhall pluck him out of the divine Re- 


Luke i.,74,.75. +: Pal. ci. . +, Deut. xxxlil. 27. 


9 Hab. ii. 6, 
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deemer's hand %% The roaring lion may go about, 


ſeeking to devour him: but he has a ſtrong city, which 


the infernal adverſary cannot ſtorm; he has an impreg- 
nable bulwark, which the powers of darkneſs cannot 
ſcale, Though he fall, the arm of. Chriſt will raiſe 
him; though he be defiled, the blood of Chriſt will 
cleanſe him; though he die, it will be no loſs, but 
gain. He that has the. keys of the grave will give 
commandment concerning his mouldering bones; he 
that lives for evermore will receive his departing ſoul, 
— [ his perhaps, may be meant by that other emphati- 
cal word; alive; | 

He ſhall ſave his. ſoul alive. — He ſhall not barely be 
ſafe, but happy. He ſhall enjoy what truly deſerves 
the name of life: A man may eſcape from his enemy, 
by flying to a. fortified-:caftle: but in the caſtle there 
may be. drought and famine, He may periſh by theſe 
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diſaſters, though preſerved from the purſuing foe, It 


{ball not be thus with the returning, believing,, renew- 
ed ſinner. He ſhall be ſaved with a complete and ever- 
Jaſting-ſalvation. He is a child of God, and an heir of 
glory: he. ſhall rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus here, and ſhall 
enter into the joy of his Lord hereafter. — When the 
earth 's buratup, he ſhall ſee it; when the heavens paſs 
away, he {hall land with bo!daeſs; when all nature 
ſinks into diffolution, he ſhall not only ſurvive, but 
enjoy the ruin. - He thall leave a diffolving world, to 
poſſeſs a kingdom in heaven: to wear a crown of righ= 
teonſneſs; and to be for ever with, for ever like, his 


bleſſed and glorious Lord. 


We have now ſhewn—what the wicked man ſhould 


turn /r7om-—what he ſhould turn e — what will be the 


effect of this turning. — Give me leave to aſk, Has the 


arm of the Lord been revealed? Are you impreſſed by 


the awſul, or encouraged by the comfortable truths ? | 


If ſo, perhaps you will be ready to ſay, Will Chriſt 


receive ze will he make me a partaker of theſe incom- | 


parable benefits? ſhall ſuck a one, Who is ſo very un- 
y, find favour in his fight ?”? 
Yes, ſach a one may fud favour. Any one, every 
* John X. 28. 


* 


* * * 
9 


os THE WAY OF HOETNESS. 

one who comes, he will. receive. He ſends his mink. 
ſters to invite you; he ſends his judgments to compel 
you; he ules every expedient to gain you, —He bids 
earthquakes tear the foundations of nature, and turn 
mighty cities into ruinous heaps, that you: may be built 
on that rock which ſhall never be ſhaken. He calls the 
{word of war out of its ſcabbard, and commands it to 
be bathed in blood, that you may fly for ſafety to the 
Prince of peace. While ruin and deſolation are purſu- 
ing their dreadful work all around, he throws open 


the doors of his grace and righteouſneſs, and molt 


compaſſionately cries, © Come, my people; come, poor 
offenders; enter into theſe chambers, and find reſt. *,” 

Is any of you ſtill inelined to reply, © Will Chriſt in- 
deed receive me, who am not only a ſinner — but a 
great ſinner—a long perſiſting ſmner—and now ſeem to 
come but at the 4% hour ; more like one driven by 
fear, than drawn by love? What thinkeſt thou? would 
the widow of Nain, who went mourning after the. 
corpſe of her only. ſon, almoſt incenſolable with her 
loſs ; would ſhe be unwilling to receive him, when our 
Lord reanimated the cold clay, and. “ delivered him 
alive to his mother T? Would ſhe need much impore 
tunity, and hardly be prevailed on, to embrace her be- 
loved, her lanlented child? Impoſſible to ſuppoſe. Re- 
member what Chriſt has done for ſinners; what he has 
ſuffered for ſinners; how his bowels yearn over ſinners; 
and it will appear equally impoſlible that he ſhould re- 
ject any returning profligate. 

Reject]! No. The good father, aged and venerabie. 
as he was, haſtened, yea, ran to meet the prodigal. He 
fell on his neck, and tenderly kiſſed the diſſolute youth}, 
So, with ſuch readineſs. and ſuch compaſſion, will the 
everlaſting Father receive you to his family, his favour, 
his love. —Nay more, he will receive you with joy. He 
is the good ſhepherd ;. you are the loſt ſheep; he is 
come in his word to ſeek you ; when-you turn to him, 
he has found you. Then, fays the leripture, the good 
Shepherd goes home with his recovered ſheep, rejoic- 


* Iſa. xxvi. 20. 7. Luke vil. 15. + Luke xv. 20. 
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ing*. O It your miniſter,, and (which is unſpeakably 
more engaging) let the bleſſed Jelus have joy of you, 
my brethren; even that Jeſus by whom ſinners are 
dearly beloved and longed fer ; who has no greater 
delight than to ſave them from their iniquities, and 
number them among his children. | 

if you ſhould anſwer, —* This is a matter of the ut- 
moſt importance. It lies at the very root of all my com- 
fort, Let me hear it confirmed from our Lord's own 
mouth. I will hearken what the Lord God will ſay con- 
cerning me t.“ | | 

Hear then his own promiſe ; the moſt precious pro- 
miſe that words can. form, or fancy conceive ; ** Who» 
ſoever cometh to me,” for pardon, for juſtification, 
for holineſs,” © 1 will in no wiſe caſt him out 5.“ — 
Ihofoever; whether he be high or low, learned or 
illiterate; whether he be a lervant or a malter, a 
prince-or a. beggar ; no one is excepted, no.one ſhall be 
refuſed. In no wiſe ; on no conſideration of paſt tranſ- 
3 on no account of preſent depravity, on no 
ore knowledge of future failings. Only let him come, 
only let him come, and nothing ſhall debar him from the 
enjoyment of my benefits; nothing thall ſepa ate him 
from the endearments of my love. | 

Hear this kind invitation ; Return unto me, for I 
have redeemed you ||.” Ye that have hitherto been 
ſtrangers to ſeriouſneſs; and always alienated from me; 
turn unto me,” and I will not ſo much as upbraid 
you ** with your folly.— le that are now backſliders, 
and have for a ſeaſon ungratefully departed from me, 
© turn unto me,” and I will heal your backſlidings: my 
ſtripes ſhall make you whole. Ye that have been ſlaves 
to vice : have fold yourſelves to work wickedaeſs;. and 
are grown old in abominable practices: it is not too late 
even for you. I have redeemed even ſuch as you, —l 
make the pillars of nature, and. rock the foundations of 
the world; 1 clothe the heavens with blackneſs, and l 
make ſackcloth their covering +.” Vet, for ſuch as you, 
gave my back to the ſmiters, and hid not my face 


Luke xv. 5, + Phil. iv. 1. + Pal, Ixxxv. 8.'$ John ri. 37 
La. xliv. 22, % Jam. i. 35, ff Ila. J. 3. 
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from ſhame and ſpitting . Ves, ſinners; ſinners of 
every kind; 1 bore the curſe of the law, and died the 
death of the croſs, on purpole that might redee m ſuch 
as you, — lot amiable Kedeemer! who would not liſten 
to a call ſo wondertully-endearing ? Sinners, how can 
you withſtand a motive ſo {ſweetly conftraining ? 

Hear his tolemn oath; ** 4s | live, faith the Lord 
God, I have no pleature in the death of the wicked, 
but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn 
Fe, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, 
O& houſe of Iſrael f?“ Was there ever any declaration 
ſo charuing? or any addreſs ſo affectionate: — ee 
how the high and lofty One condeicends! He com— 
mands in heaven, on earth, through helk; yer, more 
like a ſupplicant than a {oveietga, he vonchſates to ſol- 
licit and beſeech you. From the habitation of his glory 
he cries, Turn ye, poor periſhing creatures, — \ gain he 
cries, Turn ye to your God and daviour; that you may 
be dclivered from all your tranſgreſſions, and iniquity 
may not be your ruin — To take away all your re!uc- 
tance, he pleads, he expoſtulates, Why will ye die? 
why will ye deſtroy yourſelves; and be undone tor ever? 
— T hat you may have no doubt ot a free pardon and a 
favourable reception, he ſwears ; ſwears by himſelf, by 
his own life and immortal perfections, that he ** has no 
pleaſure in your death; but ſhall rejvice, infinitely re- 
joice in your recovery and ſalvation. 

Here then you have the promiſe, the invitation, the 
oath of the Lord. Can there be greater encouragement ? 
will uot this threefold cord draw you ?—Should you 
ſay, ** I cannot turn; lam tied and bound with the 
chain of my corruptions. O! that Chriſt,” — Fear not: 
he will, he will. He that ſends his miniſter to give you 
this exhortation ; he that has ſent his Spirit to work this 
deſire in your foul; he that ſpilt his blood to obtain all 

bleſſiugs tor you; he will put forth his ſtrength, and 
turn you to himſelf, He. ſtretched bis beneficent hand, 
and ſaved Peter from linking in the tempeſtuous ſea. 
What he did for him is a pattern and a pledge of what 
he is ready to do for you. —Only continue to ſeek his face; 


* Iſa. I. 6. + Ezeck. zxxili. 11. 
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jet your heart talk of him; ſet his nnbounded goodneſs: 
and almighty power before your eyes; meditate. on his 
infinite propitiation and incomprehenſible merits ;. con- 
ſider his everlaſting righteouſneſs and never · ceaſing in- 
terceſſion: look upon all theſe as your -own, To look 
upon them as your own, you have a warrant, you have 
a command. and if Chriſt has done ſe great things for 
you, you may aſſuredly believe, that, in his due time, 
in his wiſe manner, he will bring you ſpiritual health and 
cure; he will carry on what he has begun, and enable 
you to grow in grace; He will comfort your hearts, 
and ſtabliſh you in every good work. 

shall 1 proceed? l have already been copious, per- 
haps ſomewhat tedious. Yet you will bear with me on 
this diſtinguiſhed and ſolemn occaſion : yes, you wilt. 
bear with me a little #onger: fort am loth, very loth to 
diſmiſs vou, without perſuading you. Perſuading! alas, 
cannot. Ged, and none but Ged., can perſuade Fapheth *, 
However, as an inſtrument in his all powertul hand, 
let me addreſs you once again. | 

1 obſepve ſeveral perſons here, on this day of humili- 
ation, who. very rarely attend the public worthip — 
Why. my trieads, why do you wrong your own fouls ? 
why do you withdraw yourſelves from the preaching of 
the goipel ? Know you not, that Jeſus paſſeth by F. in 
the way of his ordinances? Here you may. like Barti 
meus of old, approach the Son of David ; here you may 
obtain faith and holineſs. Faith cometh by hearing, 
and holineſs by the word of God - And are not thelie 
bleſſings worth your attendance? can you live happi y 
without them? can you die comfortab y without the n? 
or can you, without them, he prepared tv meet your 
God, when he cometh to judge the world ?— Why 
ſhould you forſake the afſembiin, yourtelves together? 
do you hear terrifying or diltreſſi:g dudrites in this 
place] is not this the houie of praiſe, as well as of 
prayer? does not the joyful! fcund echo under theſe 
roots ? 4s not Chriſt tet tor th crucified before your eyes? 
crucified for ſuch offenders as you! crucifizd that! uch 
offenders as you may be pardoned, may be accepted, 


* Gen, ix. 27. + Matth, xx. 30. 
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may be glorified! And will you deſpiſe ſuch a divinely 


compaſſionate Saviour? will you refuſe ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ingly rich mercies? O] that hereafter you may be 
glad when they ſay unto you, Let us go into the courts 
of the Lord “.“ | 

Should my wiſhes prove vain, I have at leaſt deliver. 
ed my meſſage. If you periſh through obſtinacy and 
unbelief. 1am clear from your blood, I call heaven and 
earth to witneſs you have been warned, you have been 
inſirufted. you have been exhorted. You cannot ſay, 
you periſh for lack of knowledge; for life and ſalva ion 
have been ſet before you, have been brought to 
your very door, and you are importuned to lay hold of 
them. You will therefore be without excuſe, and have 
no cloke far your guilt. 

But why ſhould I leave you with ſuch melancholy 
appfehenſions. Let me hope better things of you: let 
me hope that you will not diſregard theſe admonitions, 
however you may have diſregarded tos many exhortations 
of this kind. This is a remarkable day O! that it 
may be memorable on account of your turning to God, 
Let this be its diſtinction through all your future life; 
let this be its diftin&ion through all the ages of eternity? 
that you may ſay — When death ſummons you into 
the inviſible ftate ; when the trump-of God calls you to 
the great tribunal ; when you mingle with ſaints and 
angels in the kingdom of heaven“ Bleſſed be God for 
that ſolemn day, and its ſacred exerciſes! That was 
the day of my better birth, Then I began to conſider; 
then | began to pray: then I began to ſee my undone 
condition, and my ext:eme need of a Saviour; then too 
I ſaw Jeſus, giving hiaſelf a ſacrifice for my ſins, and 
redeeming me to God with his blood.” —Happy ! thrice 
happy! inexpreſſibly happy day! if hug, if thus im- 
proved - | | 

You, have, I preſume, abſtained from your uſual 
food, as you have been joining in -cenfefſion, ſupplica- 
tion and prayer. This is well done : but this is only 
half; rather it is by infinite degrees, the ſmalle't part 
of your duty. It is wot laid, when the wicked man ab- 
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Raineth from his uſual food; but when he turnetk 
from his wickedneſs,” as the conſequence of his believ - 
ing in Chriſt. It is not ſaid, when the wicked men joius 
in public confeſſion to Ged ; but when * he doth that 


which is lawful and right,“ as a fruit of his fellowſhip 


with Chriſt : then he ſhall /ave—he thall ſave his foul— 
he ſhall ſave his foul alive. O. that all, from the king 
on the throne, to the labourer in the barn ; from che 
higheſt nobleman, to the meaneſt tradeſman ; thr all 
might now be. inclined, now be enabled, to tutn unto 
the Saviour of the world. In him millions, unnumber- 
ed millions of wretched ſinners, have found recovery 
and liberty; Tecovery from the death, and Aberty from 
the bondage of ſin. And, (bleſſed be his unbounded 
grace) yet there is room. 2 

Then the national faſt would be a national bleſſing. 


| Whereas, without this all-important turning to the a- 


dorable Saviour, what will the formafities of our devo- 
tion ſignify? They will be a mere lip-labour, a religious 
trifling : nay, they will be a ſolemu mockery of the Al- 
mighty, and provoke his abhorrence.— Does not JE- 
HOV AH himſelf ſpe#k to the ſane purpoſe ? Is it 
ſuch a faſt that I have choſen , a day for a man to af- 
Ai& his foul? is it t bow dewn his head as a bulruſh, 
and to {ſpread ſachelotk and aſbes ander him “?“ to dife 
continue your ordinary buſineſs, and refrain from a 
meal's meat? to make a little doleful lamentation, and 
put up a few petitions extorted b, fear? * Will you call 
this a tat?” ſaith the high and holy Que, with an air 
of ſovereign contempt ; » this an acceptable day to 
the Lord ?” No werily : it is the molt odious hypocriſy ; 
like crying, Hail matter, with the tongue, while 
treachery and enmity fill the heart ue you turn to 
Chrilt, thar you may be waſhed, that you may be juſti- 
fied, that you may be !a..&ifed ; that, having remiſſioa 
of {ins rhrough his blood, and peace of conſcience 
through his grace, you may feel the bands of wicked» 
neſs Footed. and may become the willing ſervants of 
righteouſueſs. 1 ä s 

What is the grand ſin of our nation? Ignorance and 
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neglect of Chriſt.— What is the cauſe of all our other 


fins ?—Ignorance and neglect of Chriſt, — Why are 
the ;zudgments of the Almighty hanging over our heads? 


For ignorance and neglect of Chrilt. Never, therefore, 


mall we anſwer the end of our ſacred aſſembly, nor the 
defign of God's alarming viſitations, till we begin to 
know Chritt, to receive Chriſt, to make ule of Chriſt by 
faith. When this is done, we may reaſonably hope — 
that our prayers will go up with acceptance, and not 
return again, till a bleſſing be ſent — that, as indivi- 
duals, our light ſhall break forth like the morning, 
and our Realth ſhai ſpring forth ſpeedily, — that as a 
community, the flavour of God ſhall go before us, 
and the glory of the Lord ſhall be our reward “.“ 
Then may we look 970und on our moſt enraged ene- 
mies, and ſay with the p; ſalmiſt, Though an hoſt / 


men ſhould encamp againſt me, yet ſhall not my heart 


be afraid . — Then we may look backward to the late 
defolating earthquake, and ſay with the believers of 
old, “God is our refuge and Mrength; therefore will 
we not fear, though the earth be removed, and though 


the mountains be carried into the midſt of the ſea J. — 


J hen way we look forward to av incomparably more 
dre. dful ſcene, even to the righteous Judge, and the 
great tribunal, and ſay with the ti ijumphant apoſtle, 
«© Who ſhall lay any thing to our charge? It is God 
that juſtifieth ; who ſhall condemu us? It is Chriſt that 
died &.“ | 

Let me entreat you therefore, brethren, for the 
ſake of your immortal ſouls, and ſor the welfare of our 
endangered vation ; Jet me charge you, by all that is 
defirable in time, and av ſyl in eternity, not to neglect 
theſe counſels. Being ſo ſolemnly repræwed, if you 
% harden your neck,” your deſtruction com.&th ſudden- 


Ay, and that without remedy |.” Having theſe 


warnings from the divine werd, and warnings from the 
divine previdence. if ye fiti! ao nvickedly ; it is not man, 
it is not an angel, it is God hinife}f who declares, Te 
ſhall be conſumed even ye—your country—and your 
ting. | | 


* Iſa. Iviti 8. + Pfal. xxvii. 3. $ Pal. xlvi. 1, 2. 
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Maur made: righterus by the obedience of Ons : 


TWO SERMONS, preached at Bivpe- 
FoRD, Devon, in the year 1943. 


With a PREF xc R, by Aveusrus TorLlabrY, 
A. B. Vicar of Broad Rembury, Devon. 


To tie READER. 


"FE HE following ſermons have been adjudged too 
excellent to be ſuppreſſed. They were preach- 
ed according to the beit information, at Biddz/ord, in 
the year 1743. | | 
N As te their authenticity, they carry in themſelves the 
ſtrongeſt internal evidences ot their being genuine, 
Whoever reads them, will know who wrote them. Ce- 
lebrated writers,“ as this excellent author obſerves,” 
elſewhere, have a tile peculiar to themſelves.” This 
was enineatly true of himſelf, His pecformances (ſome 
of his letters excepted, written in the younger part of 
life) are indeed as apples of gold in pictures of filver c. 
tranſmitting the molt precious truths, through the 
channel of the moſt elegint, correct expre ion; and 
adorning the doctrines of God our Saviour, with all the 
heightening graces of exquilite compolition, When 
Hervey's pencil gives the drapery, Truth is ſure never 
to ſuffer, by appearing in an ill dreſs. His proſe is, in 
general; more lovely and hirmonioas, more chaſtely 
refined, and more delicately beautiful, than half the 
real poems in the world. — With Hervey in their hands, 
his delighted readers well nigh find themſelves at a loſs, 
which they ſhall moſt admire; the ſublimity and ſweet- 
neſs of the bleſſed truths he "conveys, or the charming 
felicity of their conveyance. There is, if the term. may 
be allowed, à ſort of family-l/ikeneſs, diſcernable in all 
this author's pieces. You diſcover the lively ſignatures 
12 | 
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of the parent, in every one of his offspring, They not 
only carry the ſuperſcription of his name, but likewiſe 
bear the image of his genius, and are himſelf at ſecond 
hand. — Among others, the enſuing performance may 
be confidered as a, tranſparent medium, a ſcreen of cry- 
ſtal, through which the original writer is diſtinctiy ſeen, 
and known from.every other : A circumſtance, which, 
with me, has more convineing weight, than the extrin- 

fic atteſtation. of a thouſand, witneſſes. EY, 

The copy from which theſe ſermons are printed, was 
lately tranſmitted to me, for publication, by a moſt va- 
Jued friend, of Exeter. 1 deem it a particular happi- 
neſs, that ſo. choice a. treaſure ſhould. paſs, through my: 
unworthy hands, to, the church of God. And rejoice 
the rather, as I have, by this means, an opportunity 
of doing myſelf the honour to bear the molt open and. 
public tefti;nony- to that grand fundamental, ineftim- 
able doctrine of a ſinner's rUyL, FREE, AND FINAL 
_ JUSTIFICATION, BY, THE ALONE OBEDIENCE AND. 

SACRIFICE OF JESUS CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS. 

1 ſhall not detain the evangelical reader from this. 
feaſt any longer, than juſt to aſſure him, that neither my 
excellent friend, who communicated the copy to me; 
nor myſelf, who communicated it to the world; pro- 
poſe to ourſelves any ſort, of pecuniary advantage from 
this publication; non will. we accept of any, ſhould the: 
fale be ever ſo great. | | | ES; 
Reſpect for the memory of that holy man of God: who 
.preached theſe. ſermons, and in hope of their being 
made uſeful to ſuch as read them, were the motives. 
which induced. us to ſend them abroad. — One would 
wiſh to gather up the very fragments. that; remain of ſo 


diſtinguiſhed a writer: and At nothing ſo apparently 


calculated for general benefit might be 14ſt. | 
I thought it neceſſary to adi two or three occaſional 
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notes; of whoſe propriety. the reader will judge for 
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H the OnBenience of O'NE hall MANY be made 
| MIGHTEOUS. ; 


the works of the law ſhall. mw man living be juſtified,. 
was, not long ago, the ſubject of a public diſ- 
courſe; and I hape, bas frequently been the ſubject of 
our private conſideration..— O!] that the important 
truth may be written moſt-intelligibly upon our hearts, 
and deget in us a ſound humility, and an evingelical 
poverty of ſpirit !—We then pulled up the au reng foun- 
dation; and, now; permit me to eſtabliſi the right. — 
We then warned you of the ſandy foundation; and; 
now, permit me to lead you to the Rock of ages; where 
you may fafely repoſe all your eonfidences, and build 
with the utmoſt ſecurity, for à bliſsful eternity, This 
is. pointed out in the ſcripture before us; which, tho" 


conciſe in its expreſſions, is rich and copious in-its. means: 
"ings, and breathe: the very ſpirit of the goſpel. 


y theoobedience of One -ſhall\wany be made righte- 
our, The Ons: mentioned in the text, is the man 
CnarsT Jesus. The obedience ſpoken of, includes both. 


his active and paſſive obedience; the /abours of his life, 
and the agonies of his death: all which he ex-rci/ed and 


fuffered, im conformity to his Father 's will, for the fake 
of fallen men; that they, by his righteouſneſs, might, 
be made righeous; that, having theſe credentials, 
they may be admitted into the court uf. heaven-; and; 
carrying this paſſport, they. may be admitted into 2% 
everlaſting habitations. | "08." 
This docteine I take to be the: moſt; ſweet andipreci-- 
ous part of our Choiitian- faith; that which gives the 
molt. pure and undivided: honour: to GOD;3- which yields. 
the moſt reviving and. ſolid eafort4oithe fiuner ;. and; 
in the moſt: endearing and effectual manner, promotes: 
every intereſt of holingys. But ina much as it s-little. 
underſtood by ſo ne, entirely exploded by others, and: 


104 MANN maps RriGHTEOUS, 


ſcarce ever thought upon by more; let us crave your 
impartial attention, while 1 char up and confirm it: 
and not only crave your attention, brethren, but im- 
plore the renewing and enlightening influence of divine 
grace; without which, I am aware, my words will be 
untelligible to ſome, and appear, perhaps, rediculous 
to others: for the naturul man diſcerneth not the things 
which are of the Spirit of G; on the contrary, they are 
fooliſhneſs. unto him. Depending, therefore, on divine 
grace, let us examine, 

I, How the obedience of another can make u, righ- 
deous. g . 

II. How ſufficient Chriſt's obedience is for this purpoſe. 

III. How worthy this method of becoming righteous. 
is of all acceptation- :—and then, | 

IV. Give ſome few directions, that may diſpoſe us 
to rely on, and prepare us to receive the righteouſneſs 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ; . 

I. Let us examine bow the obedience of another can 
make us righteous, This point may be proved. and 
fluftrated, — 

(x.) From the nature of a /urety. 

(2.) From Chriſt's dying as ASL UNA for vs. 

(3.) From, Adam's fin being 1mpuTED.to . 
..) The dodrine of our being made righteous thro! 

e obedience of Chriſt, may be proved and illuſtrated. 
from the nature of a ſurety; who is one that undertakes 
amd engages. for another. Let us ſuppoſe the parties 
were Paul and Oneſimus. Oneſimus was Philemon's ſlave. 
— The ſlave diſobeyed his maker, ran away from him 
and his ſervice ; — nor only deſerted his ſervice, but 
ole his goods; turn d /ugitive and thief at once. For 
the fr of theſe crimes he deſerved ftripes.and a rod; 
for the laſt death and the ga/lows.—St Paul meeting 

with. CJneſimus, learns the Rate of his condition: and, 
having been the means of his. converſion to Chriſtianity, 
by his preaching; and of bis reconciliation to God 
through Jeſus. Chriſt ; offers ro become his mediator 
with his offended maſter, In order to execute which 
office more effectually, he puts himſelf in the criminal's 
Head; becomes anſwerable for his villany, and takes 
eon him to make full reparatiou for the injuries he had 
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done to his maſters = 1F he: hath: wronged: thee ought, 
(lays the beneficent apoſtle,) or awerh ther ought, put 
that to my account!; ¶ Paul have written it with mine 
own hand, Iwill repay-its Zy this; means the renegade 
flave is diſcharged, and Paul the innocent apaltic be · 
comes. debtor. But how Not actually, but imput >, 
tively ; for neither has gu, repaid, nor Paul ſtols 
en ought; but, by virtue ofthe undertaken ſuretyſhip. 
Ineſi muss debt lies upon Paul, and Pau#s: freedom 
turns to the acquittance of Onefimus. _ | 

Thus it is in the matter of juſtification, —We had all 
ſinned in Adam; forfeited the favour of God — In or- 
der to our reconcilement, God required a: full fai 
tion to his jultice, and a perfect obedience to his laws. 

Theſe we could not poſſibly render in our own per- 
ſons; therefore Chriſt graciouſly preſented himſelf, and 
undertook to perform both in our ſtead. Nyon me, ſays 
the compaſſionate Redeemer, pen me, be their offences 
laid, — If they have tranſgreſſed, let vengeance make 
its demands on me; I wilt repay to the very uttermoſt 
farthing; and foraſmuch as, through the weakneſs. of 
their mortal nature, they are not able to yield an ex- 
act conformity to the divine laws, lam willing to ug 
all righteouſneſs. in their ſtead and behalf. La I come 
to do thy will, O my Gd 1 do it, not for myſelf, but 
for them, that the merit of my obedience may. redound 
to my people, and that they, through my righteouſ- 
neſs, may be made righteous. 

(2.) The dodrine of our being made righteous three“ 
Chriſt, may be inferred from his dying as a ſinner for un. 
—'Tisa very remarkable paſſage, and full to our pur - 
poſe, where the apoſtle deelares, that the Almighty Fa- 
ther made his Son, whe: knew no fin, to be fin us, that 
we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him: 

How you may be affected at preſent with ſuch a ſcrip- 
ture, brethren, I cannot determine: but if ever you 
come to the knowledge of yourſelves, and the heinoul+ 
nels of your fins, and the worthleſſneſs of your duties: 
ſuch a text will be {weeter to you than the honey or the 
honey-comb. to your talte, and more dow ory" than 
the richeſt cordial to, your ſouls. — However, from dt 


| Paul's declaration, we gather this precious truth, that * 
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we are made righteous before God, in ſuch a manner ar 


Chriſt was made a ſinner for us: not by any perſonal 
demerit; for he had done no fin, neither was: guile 
found in his mouth; but %% Lord laid on him-the ini- 
quities. of us all. 2 | 
In like manner, how are the greateſt ſaints made righ · 
teous before God.? Not by any; perſonal merit. They 
have done nothing that can deſerve God's love, or that 
is worthy of a reward; but God looks upon them as 
intereſted in his dear Son's obedience, and fo rewards 
them purely for their Saviour's ſake, — God viſited our 
Ant upon him; and God rewards his merits upon us; 
God accounted our tranſgreſſions to be h: and, on 
this footing, he was puniſhed as a malefactor; and 
God eſteems his righteouſneſs. as ours; and by virtue 
of this imputation, we are accepted: as complete. 
(3.) Once again, the doctrine, of our being made- 
righteous through the obedience of Chriſt may receive 
ſtronger proofs and fuller illuſtrations from Adam's fin 
being imputed unto us, — This is an. undoubted truth, 
written, as it were, with a-ſun- beam, in almoſt. every 
page of ſcripture. St Pau / aſſures us, that in Adam 
all die; And, if ſo; tis certain, that in Adam all fin- 
ned. Tell me now, how came that perſonal ſin of 
Adam to be charged upon us? how can his having 
ate the forbidden. fruit, render us liable to- death and 
damnation ? How, but by. jmputation. *” Adam was a 
public perſon : he repreſented. the whole race of man- 
kind: his act was imputed to his. Whole-poſterity. Such 
à communion there is between Chriſt and. his elect: he, 
too, was a public perſon; he was a-repreſentative. of all 
his choſen. ones; and his. obedience is looked upon as 
theirs. Thus believers. are made righteous by the obe · 
dience of their everlaſting head, Chriſt Jeſus, even as 
they were made ſinners by the tranſgreſſiun of their 
mortal. father Adam; becanſe of the analogy and ſi- 
militude there is between his, righteouſneſs to juſtity,. 
and Adam's iniquity, to-condemn. *. | 
* Mr Hervey. ſeems here to have had an eye te 1. Cor. xv. 
22. For as in Adam all d &; even fo in Chriſt allall be made 
alive. Tbe pantæ, or all, affirmed by the apoſtle. to have. 
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Let us now make a pauſe, and review our attempt. 

We have endeaygured to render the doctrine of the 
text ſomewhat clearer, by conſidering the nature of a 
ſurety, from Chriſt's being made ſin for us, — and from 
the imputation of Adam's offence to us. But theſe, alas! 
are points little known to the world. Corrupt nature 
is prejudiced againſt them; and Satan is ſtudious to 
hide them from our eyes Let us beſeech the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, to reveal the my/tery of 
godlineſs in our hearts; that we may believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt as the Son of God, and only Saviour of the world; 
and that believing, we may have life, not through any 
fancied goodneſs of our own, but entirely through his 
name. 

11. Let us now juſt take notice, how ſufficient Chriſt's. 
obedience-is for the purpoſe: of juſtification. It is a 
moſt incamparably excellent obedience : it exceeds, not 
only the righteouſneſs of innocent and upright Adam, 
bat the righteouſneſs of ungels, principalities, and pow» 
ers, — Extol this righteouſneſs as high as words can 
reach, or idea ſoar | for it is the righteouſneſs of in- 
carnate divinity; wrought out by him, who: was. God 
aꝝd man in ene Chriſt; whoſe divine nature gave an in- 


you that believe the Godhead of Jeſus, his righteouſneſs: 
muſt needs be inconceivably precious: you. will not, you 
cannot think it ſtrange, that a: whole world of believers: 


died in Adam, are the ſame partes; or all, that ſhall'be mad e 
alive in Chriſt; namely, all the members of Chriſt's myſtic: 
body; all that church which he loved, and for which.he gave 
himſglf to. death. There are two. reaſons, in particular, 
which determine the meaning of the word all, in this pal- 
ſage, to the eld, and to, hem only. . Throughout the. 
whole context, St Paul treats folely of the Hñrſtreſurrection; 
the reſurre&ion of the juſt'> the reſurrection to life eternal; 
He ſays not one word, in this chapter, concerning the re- 
ſurrection of the ungodly; but confines himſelf ſingly to that 
of true believers. 2. He, in. the verx next verſe, expreſſy 
points out the perſons of whoſe reſurrection he here ſpeaks: 
theſe, he tells us, are 04 Ghriftou, thoſe that belong. to Chriſt, 
_ and are his own peculiar property; who were given to him, 
ty the Father, in the covenant of redemption ;, and its 
bam he has a ſpecial, inamiſſible intereſt, 
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ſhould be accepted through it, and oweall their ſalvation 
to'it.—The prophet, in the molt expreGs terms, ſets his 
ſeal to this truth, when he affirms that the Lord, the 
ſupreme and incompreherſible Jehovah, is our rig/te- 
euſneſ:: and who would forſake the-ever/aſting rock, in 
order to lean on a bruijed reed? who would quit an 
illlaſtrious robe, for ſcanty covering and f/thy rags ? 
St. Paul accounted all things but /o/s, in compariſon of 
his Saviour's righteouſneſs. Yea, his own eminent ho- 
linefs, and. rranicendent ulefulneſs, he regarded no 
more than dreſs and dung. that he might win Chriſt, 
and be found in him. This is the righteouſneſs, whoſe 
influences extend to the earlieſt days, and wili reach to 
the moſt diſtant ages. By hir the holy men of old en- 
Joyed the favour of God; by hie alone, the genera- 
tions yet unborn will enter into their Maſter's joy. In 
a word, this is the hope, the /ure and ſole hope of all the 
ends of the earth, and of them that remain in the broad 
fea : for in every nation under heaven, and through 
all the revolutions of time, God is well pleaſed with 
ſinners, only in his beloved Son. Let me draw one re- 
mark from the whole, and I have done. Let me ob- 
ſerve the, difference between the lam of nature, and he 
law of Moſes, and the law of faith. The law of nature 
fays,_*©* Live up to the duties of thy reaſon, and the con- 
* vidtion of thy own mind ; and thou ſhalt be ſaſe. The 
law of Mzſes iait h, Keep the commandments, and exe - 
% cute all the flatutes, and thy ſalvation ſhall be ſure.” 
But faith ſaith, Thou needeſt not attempt theſe impoſſi- 
« bilities, Chriſt hath done both, hath done all, in thy 
«« ſtead, He hath improved the light of nature, and fulfill 
„ ed the whole law of God ; and this in the capacity of 
e thy Surety.” Go, then, to thy Redeemer; lay hold 
on hi righteouſneſs, Believe truly in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
what be hath done, fhall be acconnted thine. Thy 
eternal felicity is already procured. Thou haſt nothing 
elſe to do, but to look upon it as thy certain portion, 
and unalienable inheritance, through Chriſt; and to 
live in humble and chearful expectation of that great 
day, when thy free title ſhall be changed into actual 
poſſeſſion. And, in the mean time, love that divine 
Benefactor witli all thy heart, and ſtudy to pleaſe him 

in all holy converſation and godlineſs. | 
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J® the book of Job, iv. 13. — , we have a very 
awakening leſſon of humiliation, molt admirably” 
calculated to impreſs the thought, and to bring down 
the conceited mind. Eliphaz relates a viſion*®. When 
midnight drew ber black curtains over the warld, when 
darkneſs and deep ſilence reigned through the whole 
univerſe; in theſe folemn moments, a ſpirit paſſed 
before his face. Fearfulneſs and aſtoniſament ſeized 
the beholder ; bis bones ſhivered within him; his fleſh 
trembled all over him; and the hairs of his head Rood 
erre& with horror. In the midſt of theſe tremenduous 
circumſtances, a voice broke forth irom the fiery phan- 
tom; a voice, for its impartance, worthy to be had in 
everlaſting remembrance; and, for its awfzlne/s, engugh 
to alarm a heart of ſtone. It ſpake to this effect, Shall 
mortal mas be juſt before Cod? Shall a man be pure in 
the fight of his Mater? The words, thus tranſlated, 
breathe a wonderful dignity of tentiment ; and lead our 
minds into the moſt exalted notions of God Almighty, 
immaculate, and inconceivable.—Certainly they com- 
priſg one of the moſt powerful antidotes againſt the 
pride and haughtineſs natural to fallen man, that can 
poſſibly be imagined. They are, a token in this ſenſe, 
truly worthy of the awful being who uttered them, and 
that air of vaſt importance with which they were iutro- 


* See Mr Hervey's Contemplations on tie Night. -In the 
preſent ſermon, the defcrip;ion of Eliphaz's viſion reſembles 
the primary ſketch, the naked. imperfe& outlines of a ma- 
ſterly picture: but, in the Cortemplations (publiſhed about 
our years after this was preaches) we behold the picture 
completely fintthed ; and douched, I had alwott ſaid, into 
the very perfection of grandeur and beauty. 
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duced, Our tranſlation ſinks the idegexceedingly. It 
tells us no more, than what all the world muſt acknow. 
ledge at the very firſt reflection ; and fo ſcarce deſerves 
to be uſhered in with ſo great ſfolemnity. It ſeems alſo 
to oppoſe what no one can deny, or have inſolence 
enough to maintain: for none,*Flhould imagine, even 


Lucifer himſelf, could ever preſume to think himſelf . 


more jult, more pure, than the Original and Standard 
of all perfeQions.—No: let à perſon be eſteemed ever 
ſo juſt, in compariſon of his fellow ſinners ; let him be 
_ accounted molt emmently hely, by thoſe that are pol- 

lated clay like himſelf : — Yet before infinite and un- 
created purity, O! let him be greatly abaſed ; let him 
put his mouth in the duſt, take ſhame to himſelf, and 
cry out, Unclean! unclean! according to this tranſla- 
tion of the words, you ſee the doctrine of man's univer- 


ſal depravity is as ancient as the times of eb; and, 


that there is no poſſibility of being juſtified by any per- 
ſonal accompliſkments or acquirements, was expreſly 
taught ia thoſe early ages. 

O] that it may be as unfeignedly believed in theſe 
latter days ! But if this be the cafe,” ſays an inquiſi- 
tive hearer ;—* if all men are become abominable ; if 
their be deeds are ſtained, and there are gone that are 
righteous before God. — no not one; — how ſhall they 
be accepted, when they are judged? ''— Why, by a me- 
thod that lives vaſtly beyond the reach of human wil- 
dom or device. By a method that was but dimly * hint- 
ed at in the generations of old, but is clearly reveal - 
ed by the apoſtles and preachers of the goſpel; even by 
the obedience of Jeſus Chriſt ; by a righteouſneſs. nt 
ewroxg ht by us, but imputed to us. The nature of which 

imputation we have already illuſtrated, and ſhewn the 
fufgciency of our Redeemer's obedience for this purpoſe. 
Which two points being diſpatched. 

I. 1 am to ſhew you how worthy of all acceptation 
this method of becoming righteous is — And that as it 
is perfectly conſomant to the ancient prophecies ; as it 


That is, dimly hmted at, in compariſon of that more 
perfect knowledge, which has been ſince brought to light by 
the emmcntly ſo called. Sce Eph. iii. 5. | 
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gives the high ler to. God; and as it yields the rich- _ 
e/t conſolation t an. h | 
t. This methe becoming righteous through the 


obedience of Chriſt i perfectly conſonant to the tenor 
of ancient prophecies In the patriarchal age, God pro- 
miſed to Abraham, alWhrenewed the gracious aſſurances 


to [/aac, that in all the nations of the earth 


ſhould be bleſſed.” x was this, but a diſcovery 
4 


of this evangelical dotringf37Twas, indeed, ſomewhat 
obſcure then; but tis clear A day now. The ſeed 
of Abraham, is doubtleſs our glorigugHediator, — M ho 
in the fulneſs of time, took fleſh, M as born of a 
deſcendent from Abraham. In him all theele& under 
heaven ſhall be bleſſed. — Obſerve, not in themſelves, 
not for any excellency that is in them; but in him they 
ſhall inherit all heavenly bleſſings. He is the Alpha and 
Omega of our happineſs; the beginning and the end, 
the cauſe and the conſummation, of all our joy. He is 
the only ſpring and fountain of all bleſſedneis, as much 


as yonder ſun is the only fountain of this light that now 


ſhines around us. Every ray of li 
eyes, proceeds altogether from 
we do nothing towards enkindli e only uſe its 
beams, and repvice in its ſplendor, Sc fallen man can 
do nothing towards procuring the favour ofthis Almigh- 
ty Maker: but can only, by faith in [Jeſus Chriſt, re- 
ceive it, already procured; and teſtify his gratitude for 
it, by a cheerful obedience. | 

In the prophet -//aiah, we find the following paſſa- 
pes. God the Father, ſpeaking of his obedient and be- 
oved Son, has this remarkable expreſſion; By his Kno- 
ledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many. Here infi- 
nite wiſdom informs rhe whole- world,” how they muſt 
expect juſtification, and final acceptance. Tis entirely 
through his dear Son, our divine Mediator; his holy 
life, and propitiatory death, are the only procuring 
cauſes of our forgivenneſs, the only conditions of our 
ſalvation; and a true knowledge of him, — a right be- 
lief in him, make the merit of both our own *. | 
* From à faving knowledge of Chriſt, and by faith in 

mane] 


Pat ffAls upon our 


im, we are tatively inierreſted in what he has done 


« 
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God ſays not, he ſhall malt them e of reconci- 
liation; he ſhall in part juſtify 3 he thall up their de- 
ficiency, and perfect what is wanting in their. duties. 
No! but he ſhall accompli/h the Mole work; he ſhall 
execute the great office without amval ; without a part- 
ner, he will juſtify the faithful, g not they themſelves, 

2. This method of becoming kighteous, through the 
obedience of Chriſt, is worthy of all acceptation, be- 
cauſe it gives the higheſ# plory to God, Nothing can be 
ſo effectually calculated" to aba/e the ſinne r, and exalt 
the Saviour, as this way of obtaining ſalvation, This 
will bring down the lofty look of man: this will lay 
every aſſuming thought in the very duſt, and leave the 
Lord alone glorious and exalted. This thoroughly ſe- 
cures to God his great prerogative, and utterly excludes 
human boaſting, and brings unmingled horror and 
glory to the ſurety of men. Whereas, was life eter- 
nal the reward of their own works, there would be 
ſome pretenſion for ſelf-admiration.—Men would arro- 
gate ſome of the merit to themſelves, and fay in their 
hearts, My power, and the might of my hands hath got- 
ten me this wealth, If they were to expect the bleſfog 
of the eternal ſtate as wages which they have earned. 
O ! what a damp would this ſtrike on their thankful- 
neſs.! how little would they hint themſelves obliged, 
and, indeed, how little avould they be obliged to God 
their Saviour, on this footing ! But when ſaints in light 
view their heavenly inheritance; when they ſurvey 
that great, exceeding great and eternal weight of glory, 
and remember that they did nothing to deſerve all this 
ineffable felicity; that, if it had not been procurtd en- 


and ſuffered, Our intereſt in his righteouſneſs, muſt, in the 
very nature of things, have been prior to our ſenſe of in- 
tereſt in it; otherwiſe, all ſenſe of it would be deluſive, and 
converſant with a non-entity. Faith is, as it were, the me- 
dium of ſpiritnal viſion; a divine light whereby we ſee. our 
intereit ip Chritt which we cannot ſee, till we believe with 
the faith that works by love. Faith is.the elegchos, or connjttion 


of thing s not ſeen before; and of juſlification among the reſt, 


Heb. xi. 1. But, ſurely. the blefings, of which faith is the 
-. conviction, had#a'Yeal exiſtence before ever faith was acted: 
they are only unſeen, till ſaith is given to diicern them by. 
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tirely by their dying and obedient Saviour, they ha 
been everlaſti aniſhed from the realms of bleſ- 
ſedneſs; O! at pure and fervent gratitude muſt 
this inſpire them h — What an emphaſis and ar- 
dour, while they ulter that devout acknowledgement, 
« Net unto us, OL not unto us, but unto thy dear 
and adorable name M. praiſe ! We were enemies in 
our minds, and by eur Weted works ; but thou halt re- 
deemed us unts God by U ed: all our choiceſt actions 
were polluted and uncleanzmburtthou hat worked out 
for us a perfect and everlaſting righteouſneſs.” 

Thus will adoration and love ben to the Lamb 
that was flain : every crown will be kan o before the 
throne, and wear this humbling motto, Natty works of 
rigbteouſneſs which we have done, but according tu bls 
mercy he ſaved ut. O! the depths both of the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God! Coodneſt, in eſtabliſhiug fuch a 
method of ſalvation for us; in all things ſo well order - 
ed and ſure! Wi/dem, in cutting off all occaſion of ſelf- 
glorying, and bringing man to the deepeſt humilia- 
tion, even while it exalts him to the heaven of heavens! 

3. This method of becoming righteous through the 
obedience of Chriſt, is worthy of all acceptation, be- 
cauſe it adminiſters the riche/# conſolation to man; it is an 
icexhauſtible ſpring of ſatisfaction and repoſe. 

Luther, that renowned reformer, and great cham- 
pion for the Proteſtant cauſe, when he broke away from 
the miſts of Popery, and began to underſtand this moſt 
noble peculiarity of Chriſtianity declared, that /e gate 
of Paradiſe ſeemed to fly open to his view :—that be had a 
glimpſe of its beauty, in contemplating this ſacred truth ; 
and a taſte of its deligbis, in believing it: ſo fiveet a com- 
Poſure, and ſuch a charming tranquillity, did it . n 
through his mind. Nor do I wonder at his ſaying, Fer 
while aue are ignorant of this doctrine, there is not bing but 
horror and dread aroutid us. If we ſtrike this text from 
our Bible, or this article from our creed, all is diſmal 
and diſtreſſing. Turn which way you will, the pro- 


i 2 is uncomfortable. If we look to aur ſelvet, we ſhall 
n 


d miſery and guilt ; iſto"Cod,” nothing but indigna- 
tion and diſpleaſure. But this brightens up the whole 
ſcene! Let us obſerve, in the character of alalile. 
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Chriſtian, and of an awakened profligate, what glad 
tiding's the goſpel is, by virtue of this doctrine; and 
what a miſerable comforter it would without it. The 
language of the former, in his private meditations, muſt 


proceed in ſome ſuch manner as: «© wherewithal 


ſhall I come before the moſt high d? Shall L offer him 
my pious ſervices? Alas they afe miſerably deficient ; 
they iſſue from a corrupt ſtock, and cannot but be cor - 
rupt ſhoots: I have done g that is worthy of his 
acceptance; how then ball F ſtand in his ſacred pre- 
ſence? 1 ſtrive to he perfect and entire, and wanting 
nothing; but feel myſelf to be poor and indigent, nt 
wretchedly defective. O! whither ſhall | go, but to 
him whois appointed for this very purpoſe ? that the 
bones, which are broken by miſery and guilt, may re · 

Joice; that the hands which hang down, through ſelf- 
condemnation and deſpondency, may be lifted up, — 
Thither then will I turn, frail and diſpirited as I am, 
and caſt all my burthen upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: in 
his unſpotted righteouſneſs, and in nothing elſe, can 
the ſole of my foot find any reſt. _ When doubts ariſe, 
and fear, like a gloomy cloud, thickens around me, this 
Lun of righteoulneſs ſhall diſſipate the gloom in all my 
pilgrimage; this ſhall be my conſiant ſong ; in all my 
anxieties, this ſhall be my only cordial:—#by art then 
cafl down, O niy foul, and why art thou ſo diſguieted 
within me ! O put thy truſt in Jeſus Chriſt | His merits, 
and not thine own works, are the horn of thy falva- 
tion: whoſoever believeth in him ſhall not be confounded.” 
And as for the poor ſinner brought to a ſenſe of his 
enormous crimes ; methinks 1 hear him bewailing his 
condition, in ſome ſuch diſconſolate manner: 0 
wretched man that l am! how thall 1 attain the favour 
of God? My, figs are multiplied above number, and 
aggravated beyond expreſſion. I cannot make any ſa- 
tisfaction for what is paſt, much leſs can. 1 win the di- 
vine good will for the future. I am polluted, root and 
branch: What can 1 do ?”— Truly, ſinner, bknow not 
what thou canſt do, unleſs thou comeſt to Jeſus Chrilt : 
| there is not a gleam of hope or a grain of comfort in 

all the 1. beſides. If thou lamenteſt thy folly, 
eeeſt thy undone Rate ; with the Lord there i 
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mercy, abundagtmerey ; and with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
there is plentels: redemption. If thou canſt rely on 
Ghrift, thy iniquities ſhall be done away like a morning 
cloud; if thou cant believe in him, thy debts are-can- 
celled through bis blood; and that which thou art un- 
able to perform, Mtb fulfilled for thee. See how 
conſonant this doe is to the whole ſeries of ſerip- 
ture, and the voice WW ancient. prophecies! See, what 
an unſhared revenue of Hory and thankſgiving it brings. 
unto the bleſſed God : th fapporting the ele Chri- 

fſtian amidſt all his infirmvtigg, and opening a door of 
hope to the awakened finner,*notwithitanding all his 
impieties! Surely then, this preci foctrine is wor - 
thy of all acceptation: ſurely we havErealon to receive: 
it with all imaginable thankfulneſs ! But, ſeſt ii ſhould, 
after all, ſeem to us as an idle tale, rathieFthan glad 

tidings of great joy, let me, * 

Iv. Give ſome directions that may diſpoſe «s to rely 

8 ang prepare us to receive the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 

rilt, 

Fir, Bring a child - like mind to the conſideration of 
it. Lay aſide propolitions ®, and meekly receive the 
ingrafted word with a teachable ſimplicity. Let us fit 
at the feet of Jeſus, and, like very little children, learn 
heavenly wiſdom from his goſpel. If we are conceited 
of our abilities, and lean to our own underſtandiag, 
God may puniſh our pride, by leaving us in the dark; 

for he hides theſe things from ihe wiſe and prudent, and 

K | 


3 | 
** Lay aſide propoſitions :” a miſtake, perhaps, for pre- 
Poſſeſſions. However, the ſentence, as it flands, conveys a 
very uſeful direction: © Lay aſide propofitions ;“ 4. 6. Subs 
mit your wiſdom to God's; embrace his gracious method of 
ſalvation; wi:hout arguing yourſelf into needleſs doubts and 
perplexities.----Mr Hervey ſeems, here, to intimate, what 
another excellent divine has fince expreſſed more clearly: 
© Believe ſimply, with the meekneſs of a child, juſt as you 
„are told by God, without murmuring or difputing. De- 
„ pend as abſolufely, day by day, on the teaching of Chriſt, 
„ through his word an Spirit, for tbe kynwledge of ail 
„ things needful io ialvation, as any pupil, a! aw academy, 
depends on the inttructions of an able and celebrated 


„ maſter,” I 
--Mr VExN's complete duty of m:#, p. 165, 


ap 
4 
* 


7 
7 


1 1 þ 32 MANY MADE RIGHTEOUS” 

I reveals them unto babes. — You muſt acknowledge your el. 
natural ignorance, and implore the teachings of his ot 
bleſſed Spirit; for this is his peculiar\affice, to convince Ci 
the world of righteouſneſs : that i to convince the m 

- world of the fulneſs of the Redeemer 's righteouſneſs, hi 
of its unſearchable riches, and of i Abſolute ſufficiency tl 
to juſtify. his people, . - _- | * ti 

Secondly, If you would not hg offended at this doc-- W = 
trine, get a deep ſenſe of your un unrighteouſneſs. It v 
is the want of this convidtion, that indiſpoſes men for a - 
reliance on Chriſt; ſo eng as they fancy themſelves 7 
nich and increaſed in goods, they will never be concerned fi 

to ſeek the fine gale of their Saviour's. obedience. —And / 
indeed, he came not to call the righteous.; his goſpel is [ 
of ſuck-@nature, that the ſelf-julticiary will diſcern no y 
1 comelineſs in it: it will feed the Hungry, and poor in ſpi- þ 
.., with good things; but the rich, and thoſe that are t 
1 righteous in their own eyes, it will ſend empty away. 
| Labour, therefore, to ſee your own vileneſs, and 
then the merits of a Saviour will be precious. Be ſen- | 
ble of 2 nakedneſs, and then the robe of a Re- f 
deemer's righteouſneſs will be prized indeed. Conſider | 
_ yourſelves as inſolvent, wretched bankrupts, who have 
nothing, who can do nothing that is ſpiritually goed; 
and then the perfect obedience, the full ſatisfaction of 
your divine Surety, will be as health to your ſoul, and as 
marrow to your benen. | Ah 
- Thirdly, Pray for faith. It is faith that unites * to- 
Jeſus Chriſt. By faith you are implanted into him. Fairs. 
zs the hand that lays hold on the Saviour's merits : By 

Jalil ye are ſaved, ſays the apoſtie. I his appears to the 
ſoul, the yreat ſalvation purchaſed. by our dear Redeem- 
er: therefore beſcech God to beget in you t his lovely 
and. lively faith, whereby. you. may lay hold. on Chriſt, 

E >Þ Sonſibt union with-Clirift, or actual fellow ſhi p with him, 8 


- In a way of comfort, occaſioning the faul calm i -bine, 
add ie heart-f:lt joy, is, no Joube, a reſuir of faith. But 

then, this iz not fo properly union itſelf, as communion, flow- 

zug from an union that ſubſiſted betwe en_Chrift and his. 
church from b-fore all time; and of which union, that com- 
« Wunion, which follows upon faith, is no more than the per» 
pun, diſcovery, aud enjoyment.. 5 | 


„ 


tlea ve moſt inſeparably to Chriſt, and, renouncing every 
bother refuge, lay the whole ſtreſs of your ſouls ſolely on 
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Chriſt, as a ſhipWrecked mariner relinquithes all his ſink · 
ing cargo, and elings only to the planks that may float 
him ſafe to ſhore. Seek this bleſſing to yourſelves, bre- 
thren ; and, if „ forget to join my beſt ſupplica- 
tions to yours, el tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth, My hearts Tejftre, and prayer te God, ſhall al- 
ways be, that you mayGelieve ts the ſaving of your ſouls, 
And a holy converſation will be a ſign unto you, that 
your faith is real. A life oBfencere Bolineſi can ſpring” 
from nothing but from this dige head, Chriſt Jeſus, 
By this ſhall all men know that ye "are his diſciples, if ye 
live by his Spirit, and walk as he walked, By this, like- 
wiſe, your own conſciences may be aſſured, that God 
hath given you an intereſt in his dear Son, and'fent him 
to-bleſs you; if he has turned you from your iniquities, 
and created you anew unto good. works, | 

Give me leave, at the cloſe of all, to aſk you with all 
ſimplicity, Have you underſtood theſe things? do you 
benny this report? or am I as one that ſpeaketh a pa- 
rable | | 

If any be of this opinion, I ſhall addreſs them in the 
words of St Paul to the Galatians, and commit them to 
enlightening grace. The apoſtle, inculcating this very 
point, and perſuading- them to this ſelf-ſame belief, 


- 


ſays Brethren, be as | am, for I was as ye are . Thus 


the words I would tranſlate; and then they are very 
pertinent to the purpoſe, ' and applicable to you and 
me; and, when paraphraſed, will run thus: I don't 
wonder, brethren, that ye are prejudiced againſt this 
doctrine. I myſelf was ſtrongly poſſeſſed with ſuch pre- 
iudices. I verily thought, that my own righteouineſs 
would, at leaſt, bear a part in procuring my acceptance 
with the eternal Majeſty. © Determined I was, in ſore... 
meaſure, to /tandon- my. own bottom; and advance my 


. plea, for life everlaſting, from my own holy endeavours. 


But now theſe arrogant reſolutions and vain confiden- 


| ces are dropt. I now difavow all ſuch pretenſions, God 


hath brought me to a ſounder mind. — And, as ye hayre 


Gal. iv. 12. 
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been partakers with me in my miſtake, be partakers alſa 
of my righter judgment. I truſted to I Hhnew not what: 
but new {know in whom 1 have believed, 1 put myſelf, 
and the whole of my ſalvat ion, in my adored Immanuel's 
hands; and doubt not of his ſufficiency for my ſecurity, 
Henceforward I (et my heart at reſt, not becauſe l have 
gone through ſuch offices, or dong ſuch duties; but be- 
cauſe my Redeemer is mighty and meritorious. 777 God, 
the incarnate God, that j uſtiſi me; who is he that ſhall 
condemn me? Never, never thall my heart cry to divine 
juſtice, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all: 
this were the language of groſs ignorance, or great 
preſumption, But, in all my temptations, in every diſ- 
couragement, this ſhall be my acknowledgment, this 
ſhall Rill be my earneſt prayer, The righteoufneſs of 
thy obedience, moſt bleſſed Jeſus, is everlaſting; 0 
grant me an intereſt therein, and 1 ſhall live,” —Amen, 
Amen; ſo let it be, © Lord. 
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N HE ſentiments here offered againſt the prevailing 
cuſtom of prefaning the Sabbath, will probably 


be a ſatisfaction to every ſeriou reader, and be pro- 


ductive of much good, eſpecially as it is in every body's 
power to reform one, and-as then his own conduct will 
be a tacit reproof to his acquaintance, who may proba- 
bly through his example, be induced to weigh theſe 
preceeding attentively, and no longer follow a multi- 
tude to do evil, — lt is certainly a matter of importance 
to enquire, Whether Sabbath vi/its are juſtifiable upon 
the principles of ſcripture and of reaſon ? as the con- 
ſcientious obſervation of the Sabbath has of late years 
been ſo much diſregarded ; and as it is now become the 
principle day / vi/iting among perſons of all ranks, — 
The chief advocates for the continuance of ſuch a prac- 
tice ſhould, methinks, defend it publicly, that their 
arguments may be properly examined, if, in their opi- 
nion, ſuch a cuſtom can admit of any rational defence, 


And thoſe, who are ſufficiently convinced by what is 


here advanced, ſhould reſolve to diſcontinue Sabbath vi- 
fits themſelves, and diſcountenance them in others, as 
far as they can, conſiſtent with decency and prudence. 


That the number of ſuch well difpoſed perſons may 


be daily increaſing, is undoubtedly the hearty wiſh of 
every one who is ſincerely deſirous of promoting the 
glory of God, and the good of mankind... . - 
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'VISITIN Gin the SABBATH. 


QUuESTLON 


Whether it be right for TxULY 8Ex10U9 er to viſit 
on the Sabbath. 


HE e here mentioned, are the truly ſerious, 

As tO many people, it matters not whether they 

are at home or abroad, God is not in all their thoughts; 

they have no concern for their eternal welfare; they 

therefore are, in every place, altogether and alike un- 
profitable. 

"But when we begin to diſcern the things that are ex- 


cellent ; when we ſiacerely deſire to · (obtain ſalvation, 


with eternal glory, by Jeſus Chriſt;” then, whether it 


be proper to fall in with the prevailing cuſtom of vilit- 


ing on the Sabbath, is the queſtion. 

Were our companions religious, and was our con- 
verſation edifying. I ſhould make no ſcruple to give 
my voice in the affirmative. Every parleur would then 
be a little ſanctuary; would echo back the exhortations, 
and ſecond the deſigns of the pulpit. And we might 
truly ſay. lt is good for us to be here.“ 

But, alas! where do we find ſuch company? When 


do we hear ſuch converſation! The general converſa- 


tion is all impertinence. Not ſo much as ſeaſoned with 
a ſpice of religion. They talk of vanity every one 
with his neighbour *,” For. which reaſon, I cannot 
think it ſafe or expedient, allowable or innocent, habi- 
tually to viſit on the Sabbath. 

It is inconſiſtent with the beſt example. I was in 
the Spirit on the Lord's day,“ lays St John. | was 
_ with the communications of * ey Spirit, giv- 


. Pſa}. xii. 2. 
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ing meclear views of Chriſt, bright hopes of glory, and 
ſhading abroad the love of God in y heart. But is 
this tible with the idle, trifling, inſignificant 
chat, which engroſſes our ordinary wifits? * = 

OBJEcT1oNn I. Will it be ſaid; the apoſtle's was a 
peculiar caſe? I anſwer, It was a peculiar happy caſe, 
And will a prudent Chriſtian relinquiſh the proſpect of 
ſuch unſpeakable happineſs, for the moſt empty and 
deluſory amuſement ? But, I believe, it was not pecu- 


liar to the apoſtle ; rather the common privilege of all 


believers ; written as à Pattern for their practice, and 


to be the plan of their expectations. 
It is contrary to the divine prohibition. The nega- 
tive law, relating to the Sabbath, is, . Not doing thy 
own ways, nor finding thy own pleaſure, not ſpeaking 
thy own words *, Not doing thy own ways; abſtain- 
ing from ſecular buſineſs, and all worldly purſuits. 
Not finding thy own pleaſure; renouncing all thoſe 
recreations and amuſements, which may tend to gra- 
tify thy taſte, not, to glorify thy Almighty Lord, 
* Not ſpeaking thy own words ;” converſing on ſpiri- 
tual, ſublime, and heavenly ſubjects, not on low, earth- 
ly temporal matters, which have no reference to the 
Creator's honour, are therefore called thy own. How- 
ever ſome people may act or whatever they may think, 
this is the expreſs and unalterable law, eſtabliſhed by 
the God of heaven. Whether it be poſſible to mingle 

in modiſh company, and obey this law, let thoſe jedee 
who are acquainted with the world. 

It breaks the divine command, The poſitive law re- 
lating to the Sabbath, is, Remember the Sa bbath- 
day, to keep it holy.“ Remember, take particular no- 
tice of this injuction. It is a duty greatly to be regard- 
ed, and molt conſcientiouſly to be obſerved. Upon the 
due obſervance of this, our diſp: tion and ability, to 
obſerve the other precepts, in good meaſure, depends, 
Keep it holy ; devote it to holy purpoſes ; ſpend it in 
holy exerciſes : and not barely an hour or two; not 
barely the intervals of private and public devotion : but 
the day; the Sabbath day; the Whale day, Neither 
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$ of diſcharging ide ſeveral duties of religion, reading 
t and meditation; prayer and praiſe z teaching our chil- 
o dren, and inſtructiag our domeſtics, examining our 
L hearts, and taking heed to our ways. Al theſe offi- 
; ces, if properly perfarmed, will leave very little, rather 
F no time for unnecefſaryelopements. And ſhall we hud- 
dle over all theſe important offices, or totally negle& 


ſome of them, only to indulge ourſelves in the moſt un- 
| profitable levities? at once doing an injury to our ſpi- 
| ritual intereſts, and violating the divine precept. 
| fear, it will be a kind ot cracifyong afreſh our bleſſed 
Maſter v. This expreſſion we have often read, but think 
ourſelves free from the guilt implied in it, and indeed 
from the very likelihood of contracting it. But let us 
be reminded, that we cruci/y our Lord afreſh, when we 
give others occaſion to conclude, that we have very 
little eſteem for him, or gratitude to him, conlequently, 
that he has little or no excellency, for which we or o- 
ther> ſhould defire him. Now what elfe can the world 
conclude, when they lee us giving into the vanities of 
a ſicentious mode, on that very day, which is ſacred to 
the commemoration of his reſurrection? «Surely, might 
the children ef this world ſay, if theſe Chriſtians had 
any real reverence for their Lord, they would ſhe w it 
on his own day. They would either be retired to con- 
template and adore him ; or elſe come abroad to exalt 
and glorify him. But they come abroad tobe as fro- 
thy in their talk, and as trifling in their temper, as 
forgetful of their Saviour, and as regardleſs of his ho- 
nour, as the moſt arrant worldling among ns all,” To 
afford a handle for ſuch refleQions, is to wywad the Re» 
deemer in the houſe of his friends. gh 
it will grieve the holy Sprit F, Chriſtians believe, 
that he is infinitely wiſe, all-gracious, and ever bleſ- 
ſed : that he dwells in their hearts, and is the ſource of 
all their holineſs and all their happineſs. Therefore we 
pray daily in our liturgy, that the holy Spirit nay not 
be taken from us” vn Sabbath, we commemorate the 
deſcent of this divine gueit: and are, iu a particular, 
| L 
Heb. vi. 6 + Eph. iv. 36 
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manner, to implore his preſence, and gultivate his in · 
fluences. But can this be done, by megleing his ex- 


preſs prohibition, and breaking his poſitive command ?. ' 


by diſregarding the examples, which he has ſet before 
vs; and diſhonouring that Saviour, whom he delights 
to magnify ? Beſides, dare any mortal preſume to ſay in 
his heart, amidlt a circle of our polite viſitants, * 1 am 
now acting in a manner, becoming my relation to the 
eternal Spirit. Theſe ſentiments and this diſcourſe are 
ſuitable to his dignity, wildom, and glory, A proper 
method of celebrating and honouring the day of hig 
miraculous miſſion?ꝰ | 

Should any one aſk, © What is meant by grieving 
the holy Spirit?“ It means offending his exalted Maje- 
ſty, and cauſing him to act as men commonly act, when 
they are grieved and diſpleaſed with any one. They 
withdrew from his company, and viſit him no more, 
When Samuel was grieved for Saul's miſbehaviour, it 
is written, „He came no more to ſee Saul.” If the 
Almighty comforter be provoked to deal thus with our 
ſouls, alas! what a loſs muſt we ſuſtain ! A loſs, un- 
ſpeakable, irreparable, eternal ! | | 

So that if this practice were not ſinful, it muſt be ex- 
ceedingly detrimental. And that, not in one only, but 
in various reſpects. Have we received ſpiritual good 
from the public ordinances ? The admonition of heaven 
is, we ought to give the more earneſt heed td the things 
which we have heard, leſt at any time we ſhould let 
them flip “.“ By this practice, we not only ſuffer them 
to ſlip, but open as it were a leak for their immediate 
diſcharge. Have we been under edifying impreflions 
from our private exerciſes? The unerring direction is, 
«© Quench not the Spirit.“ $tifle not the ſerious deſires, 
which he has awakened. Allow them their full ſęope, 
till they are formed into gracious habits, By the prac- 
tice under con ſideration, we pour water inllead of oil 
upon the feeble flame; we extinguiſh what we fliould 
cheriſh.- 1s the heavenly ſeed ſown in our breaſts? Theſe 
diſſipating interviews are the ravenous birds which fol. 
low the ſeedman, and devour the grain; ſo that no: 
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thing takes rogt, No fruit of faith, of joy, or love, is 
produced, 

Let ine only add, that, on a dying-bed, the miſ-im - 
provement of all gur tme will be molt bitterly re- 
greted. How much more the miſimprovement of thols 
hours, which God Inmlelf has hallowed ; has ſet apart 
for the nobleſt purpoles; and is wont to bleſs in an 
eſpecial manner! While others were ſeeking the pearl 
of great price; and gathering thoſe treaſures of wiidom 
and grace, which endure to everlaſting life ; 1, alas! was 
ſquandering away the preis opportunities in very va- 
nity.“ To ſee the curtain of time drooping; to ſee a 
vaſt eternity opening before us; and to have ſuch reflec- 
tions haunting our conſcieuce; this will cauſe mifery, not 
to be expreſſed; create anguiſh, not to be conceived. 
Os jc. II. Will it be laid, in anſwer to thele can- 
ſiderations, That company, even trifling company, 


is a relaxation. We return to the inſtruction of our fa- 


milies, and to our evening devotion, with freih alact t- 
ty, being ſiek of thele milers.” a ſtrange argument! 
It ſhould rather be reverſed. The objectors unght tru- 
ly ſay; Being fick of religion and its tervies, we want 
ſuch iriflers to afford ns ſome relief. Vhe ſincere ſer- 
vant of Chriſt would find no recreation, but feel grief 
of heart, in ſuch interviews. It muit bz a real afffict: un 
to obſerve his divine Lord ablolutely ditregarded. Diſ- 
regarded on the day peculiai}y devoted to his honour, 
Every vanity now preferred before him, as Barabbas 
the robber was formerly. The true refre{h-nent of our 


Fouls conſis in having our faith increaſed, our hope 


elevated, and our views of heaven enlarged: in con- 
templating the infinite perfection and glory of our Re- 
deemer, the infinite grandeur and fulneſs of his propi- 
tration ; and our complete, I might have ſaid, our in- 
finite ſecurity from wrath and vengeance, by being in- 
tereſted in his merits. 

OsJecrt. III. The Sabbath is the beſt part of our 
time for this purpoſe. Buſineſs is fuſpended. Every 
body is ready dreſſed. All circumſtances invite.“ Is it 
the beſt part of our time? Then let it be devoted to 
the beſt of beings. Who is more worthy of our choiceſt 
thoughts, affections, hours, than that divinely eompai- 
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fionate Saviour, who offered himſelf, inthe very prime 
of his life, a bleeding victim for our ins, that his ſa- 
crifice might have every e circumſtance, 
which could render it acceptable to God, and available 
for man! 2 

OBJECT. IV. It is the univerſal gu ſtom. To diſcon - 
tinue it, would render us unfaſhionable.” And cannco: 
you bear to be a little unfaſhionable for his ſake, who 
was deſpiſed and rejected, Who humbled himfelf to 
death, even the death of the croſs, for your ſake ? Is it 


the univerſal cultom ? Then” cuſtom is the idol, which 


we are called to renounce. - I muſt ſay of cuſtom, in 
this caſe, as Elijah ſaid of Baal: If cuſtom be God, fol - 
low its dictates; but if JEHOVAH be God, obſerve his 
precepts, It is written in the ſcriptures, Be not con- 
formed to this world *.“ To what does this prohibition 
relate? To ſuch ungodly cuſtoms, no doubt, No bat- 
tery of cannen was ever pointed more directly againſt a 
citadel to be demoliſhed, than. this text againſt ſuck 
cultoms. In indifferent matters, let the Chriſtian avoid 
ſiagularity. Let him dreſs ſomewhat like his neigh- 
bours, Let him make an appearance ſuitable to his tae 


tion, But let him not follow a multitude to profane the 


Sabbath, or to do any evil. Here religious -perſons 
thould, by all means, be ſingular; ſhould. diſtinguiſh: 
themſelves by a. becoming zeal for their God; ſhould 
ſet an example, and ſhine as lights, in the midſt of a 
crooked and perverle generation. Otherwiſe they may 
do, not themſelves only, but others alſo, incredible harm. 

OBJecT, v. Some may perhaps ſtart, and reply, „If 
theſe things are ſo, to what a degree of ſinful negligence 


is even the Chriſtian world arrived!“ - With regard to 


the world called Chriſtian, this is too true. And nomea- 
fure of ſorrow can be ſufficient to bewail the deplorable 
degeneracy. Negligence, or rather obſtinacy, in this 
capital inſtance, is a melancholy indication of no leſs. 
diſobedience in other reſpects. | 


OzJtcT. VI. „ This will be irkſome, will render 


our religion a burden.” 1 hope, no-one that pretends 


to ſerjouſneſs. will offer to. make this objection. The 
Rom. xii. 2, | 
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ſinners in Sion made it. For which reaſon they are 
branded, and by the divine Spirit himſelf, with infamy 
that will never be blotted out. 04 what a wearineſs 
is it! when will ie Sabbath,“ and its irkſome-folem- 
nities, be gone , This diſcovers a heart alienated 
from God; that hagnot taſted the good word of grace, 
and favours not the things which be of Chriſt, Other- 
wiſe, ſuch would be the” language; One day, thus 
employed, is better than ij h nd. +.” Is it tedious and 
burthenſome to paſs a fie day in devout exerciſes; 
how then ſhall we paſs, he hall we endure the ages 
of eternity? Since we are afſared- that thoſe happy be- 
ings, who ſtand around the an cloathed with white 
robes, ſerve their God day and ght, for ever and e- 
ver, in his temple, In the regions ofimmortality they 
find a heaven; becauſe; there they have a never-cealing” 
and eternal communion with God, becauſe there they?” 
have an uninterrupted and everlaſting Sabbath. | 
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Train up a child in the way ſhe ſbould ge: and when ſhe 
Ii old, [he will net depart from it, Prov. Xxii. 6. 


„re. 


A this little Treatiſe was intended for the Preſs, by 

tlie late Reverend Mr Haz vz'v,, he hadſ traa- 
ſeribed it from his ſhort hand copy :——The candid 
reader will, however, make the proper allowances for 
a poſthumous piece, which would undoubtedly have 
appeared leſi defeAive, had it been reviſed- by, the in 


genious AUTH 0s 
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T has long been a prevailing report, that, among 
1 perſons of education wachen true religion 
is very rare. This, 1 woul@ hope; is an invidious 
rumour, rather than a true repreſentatian; of the caſe. 
May it not be an artifice of the 2 enemy calculated 
to bring the beſt and nobleſt of cauſes into Gfrepute 5 
as though politeneſs and piety were inconfiſtent : as tho! 
grace and good breeding were irreconeiſable.— s then 
the faith of Chriſt quite fatal to refined manners? as 
the rod of Moſes was to the counterfeit miracles of the 
magicians, No: it is rather like the influence of the 
ſanctuary on the rod of Aaron; which, while. it re- 
mained at a diſtance from the tabernaele, was a dry, 
fapleſs, and barren ſtick; but when depoſited before 
the ark was quickened into vegetable life, was adorned 
with a milk white bloom, and enriched with full grown 
fruit; or, as the ſacred hiſtorian expreſſes this ſurpriſing * 
fact, It brought forth buds, and bloemed bloſſoms, 
and yielded almonds,” Numb. xvii. 8. wes 
find upon the liſt of ſaints, the moſt renowned kings, 
and victorious generals; the ableſt politicians, and the 
greateſt 11 : men, that have bid the Tun ſtand 


ſtill, and prolong the departing Gay ; have laid an em- 


bargo upon darkneſs, and pr d the ſhades of 
night; have commanded the ground to. cleave aſun- 
der, and tranſmit their preſumptuous foes to a ſtrange 
and inevitable deſtruction; have divided the impetuous 
waves, and led their followers to ſafety and to conqueſt, , 
through the depths of the ſea, Men, who have walked 
in the burning fiery furnace, as under the ſhelter of an 
embowering arbour ; and fat inthe lions den, amidſt a 
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tz ON THE RELIGTUWS, &c. 


herd of hungry monſters, with as muglkerenity, and 
as much ſecurity, as amidſt a circle om friends. 

I myſelf have known various periens, admired for 
their accompliſhed behaviour, and revered for their ex- 
alted ſtation, who have thought it ir higheſt honour 
to be ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt. | Miffexcellent friend Ca · 
millus, at whoſe houſe I now is one of the num- 
ber. I cannot refrain from g a portrait of Ca- 
millus ; or rather, of a fa is moſt diſtinguiſhing 
features ; for to paint him iq full proportion, as he daily 
appears, in all the mild, benign majeſty of — do- 
meſtic authority—paremtal government—and Chriſtian 
zeal—to do this, would require a much abler hand than 
mine, n 

Camillus not long ago entertained in his houſe a 
young . who was always treated with a reſpect, 
ſuitable t he dignity of his office, and the piety of his 
behaviour. Having lately preſented the worthy eccle- 
ſiaſtic to a living, and always requiring reſidence on the 
benefice, he is now deſtitute of a chaplain. Remember- 
ing, however, that all Chriſtians are ſpiritual prieſts ; 
he thinks it no diſhonour, to have an immediate and 
perſonal audience with the King of heaven; nor acting 
at all out of Character, to repreſent the wants of his 
boutehold, with his own mouth, at the throne of grace. 

Beſore ſupper is introduced, the evening incenſe aſ- 
cends. This rather than a later hour is pitched upon, 
that the little congregation may join in the ſacred ſer- 
vioe, with a lively devotion. After a plentiful meal, 
when the limbs are weary, people, even though kneel · 
ing, and in the preſence of God, are more inclined to nod 
than to pour out their ſouls ; are very, very apt to miſ- 
take the cuſhion for a pillow. No ſervant is allowed to 
be abſent; one only excepted, whole preſence in the 
kitchen is abſolutely neceſſary. Acquainted with their 
maſter's reſolution, they are careful ſo to manage their 
affairs, and diſpatch their buſineſs ; that no avoidable 
_ obſtacle may intervene, to detain them from the ſtated 
worſhip, | : 

When all are aſſembled, without either tumultuous 
diſorder in their approach, or a flovenly negligence in 


their apparel, a chapter is read. Camillus makes the 
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choice. He ines, it is not ſo uſeful for his fa- 
mily, whoſe memories are weak, and their capacities 
ſcanty, to rie the leſſon for the day. He has, 
therefore, ſeleGgd ſome of the moſt inſtructive and 
animating portion g ſcripture; and judges it adviſe- 
able to peruſe thelgagain, and again, rather than to 
go ee througi the whole inſpired writings, — 


The ſervants take it Byturns to read; which improves 


them in the practice, A keeps them awake. If any of 
them diſcovers a diſpoſition; to fleep, to him the office 
is ſure to be afligned. 


When the chapter is finiſhed; Camillus fingles out 


ſome one verſe, of very weigh aud edifying import: 
which, for the ſpace of five or fit gutes, he explains, 
applies, and affectionately urges upon heit conſcience, 
— This done, with great ſeriouſneſs, and profound” re- 


verence, he offers up evening prayers. Hig*prayers 


conſiſt of ſhort ſentences, and the whole is performed in 
a little time, Every part is pronounced with that deli- 
berate ſlowneſs, and ſolemn accent, which command 
attention, and create awe. He makes a very perceiv- 
able pauſe, at the cloſe of each petition ; that every one 


may have leiſure to add, in ſilence, a hearty amen; 


and to recollect the merits of that bleſſed Redeemer, 
which render every thankſgiving acceptable, and every 
ſupplication ſucceſsful. . 

In the morning, before breakfaſt, the worſhip of the 
living God is renewed, At this juncture, Camillus omits 
the chapter; hut requires one of his domeftics to repeat 
the verſe, on which he enlarged the preceeding — 
None knows which ſhall be called to this taſk ; therefore, 
every one is obliged to be properly prepared. He throws 


the ſubſtance of his exhortation, into a few ſearching. 


and interreſting queſtions ; which he addreſſes to one 


of his children or ſervants : for, in this reſpect, no dif- 


ference is made. All are equally enjoined to remem- 
ber: all are equally accountable for what they hear.— 
Sometimes; he encourages thoſe,” whole anſwers ſhew, 
that they have given diligent heed to his inſtructions, 
Sometimes, he. puts on an air of ſeverity, mixed with 
tenderneſs, and reproves the notorjoufly negligent. Al- 
ways, he re-ingulcates the principal points ; charging 
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them to retain the doQrines in their memory, and re- 
volve them in their thoughts, while they are purſuing 
their reſpe&ive buſineſs. — Theſe dos are the ſeed 
ol faith; the root of godlineſ UnleſsWeſe be lodged 
in the mind, and operate on the irt, he never ex- 
pects to have his domeſtics commente true believers, or 
real Chriſtians, No more thaß de huſbandman can 
reaſonably expect a crop in harveſt without ſowing his 
field; or the floriſt premiſe hiatelf a blow of tulips, 
without planting his parteꝶcg 

I have given a glimpf Lamillus, at the head of 
his family; let me not net my favourite in another 
attitude. —Camilius is eenvinced, that no truſt is ſupe- 
rior, or of equal importance, to the tuitionary cultiva- 
tion “ of an immortal ſoul. As Providence has bleſſed 
him wir two fine daughters, their preſent and future 
appinels, is the reiguing object of his care, He has 


- No intereſt ſo much at heart, as to give them a truly 


refined education; fuch as may render them an ornament 
and a bleſſing to ſociety, while they paſs the time of 
their ſojourning here below; and may train them up 
for a ſtate of everlalting bliſs, when the world and its 
tranfitory ſcenes {hall be no more. 

Camillus never could perſuade himſelf to admire the 
maxims of prudence, ſaid to be gathered from the ex- 
travagant rant of our tragedie- ; and lefs is his eſteem 
for thoſe modeſt dilpoſitions, which people pretend to 
imbibe from the lucious gallantries of comedy, For 
- Which reaſon, he has no impatient deſire, to ſecure for 

Miſs Mitiſſa and Miis Serena, a place in the front box. 
— However, as we are apt immoderately to covet, what 
is ablolutely forbidden, he has himſelf attended them, 
once or twice; to the theatrical entertainments, and 
public diverſions : thinking it much the ſatelk method. 

* Sen/ere, quid mens rite, quid in doles 
Nutrita fuuſtis jed penetralibus, 
poſſet. Hor, 
The meaning of which in Engliſh is : 


„What evuld be dene we know, were we but led 
« By bright example, and by virtue bred,” — 


' 
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that their cumolity ſhould be gratified under his own in- 
ſpection; and Hping to make them ſenſible how much 
they endanget their virtue, who too often frequent 
them; how ſhametully. they debaſe their affections, who 
are paſſionately of them; and what mere phan- 
toms they follow Nhe ſeek for ſatisfaction in ſuch de · 
luſory delights. +, - . 

They learn to dau in order to acquire a genteel 


air, and a graceful demganor; not to ſhine at a ball, 


or win the worthleſs aten of fops.—He is con- 
tent to have them unacqu aud with the wild and re- 
mantic fables: of heathen poetzy;” Nor is under any 
Painful apprehenſions of damping-the ſprightlineſs of 


their temper, though they have gate for the chime- 


rical adventures of our romances, and ve {rangers to 
the looſe intrigues of our novels, Being fulſj pertusded, 


(I 


thought, in chat celebrated ſaying, 


Retire, and read your Bible, to be gays 
There truths abound of ſovereign aid te peace * ! 


He has introduced them to the knowledge of hiſtory, 
and its inſtructive facts. They have a tolerable idea of 
the four univerſal monarchies; ſo eminent for their 
great events, and ſo eircumſtantially foretold in ſcrip- 
ture. They have been led through the moſt remark - 
able tranſactions of our own country, and are pretty; 
well acquainted with the preſent ſtate of Europe; They; 
have 2 been taught to obſerve the wonderful 
revolutions of empires, and the adorable procedure of 
Providence; that they may diſcera how the faſh ion 
of this world paſſeth away +; and how * happy are 
M ; . + 4 


* Dr Young's eight night- thought. 

4 t Cor. vii. 31. Not only the little projects, and puny 
atchievments, of private perſons; but the power of diſtin- 
guiſhed families: the policies of mighty ſtates; the magnifi- 
cence of the greateſt kingdoms; all, all, are in a ſtate of 
perpetual flutuation. They fade away, (as the apoſtle moſt 
ſignificantly deſcribes the caſe) like the graceſul and gloſſy 
aſpect of ſome delicate flower, when the ſun ariſes with a 


feorching beat, Jam. i. 11. They peſy away, (as the pro- 


* 
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the people,” how happy the perſons, ho have the 
Lord for their God, They have been tatght-to obſerve 
the honourable ſucceſs, that has uſually attended the 
practice of integrity, guided by prudence, together 
the ſcandal and ruin, which have always purſued folly 
in her ſenſeleſs ramble, and dogged vice to her horrid 
haunts. That they may ſee theTocks, on which ſome 
have ſplit, and avoid the deſtrudive track: ſee the road, 
which has conducted others to the haven of happineſs, 
and ſteer the ſame auſpicious courſe. 

They have been initiated in geography, and under- 
ſtand the ſeveral diviſiens©f the globe; the extent of 
its principal kingdems ; and the manners of their vari- 
ous inhabitants. They will tell you the peculiar com- 
modities, Which each climate produces; whence comes 
the tea, that furniſhes their breakfaſt : and whence the 
ſugar that renders it palatable : what mountains ſupply 


them with wines, and what iſlands ſend them their ſpi- 


ces; in what groves, the ſilk worms ſpin the materials 
for their cloaths; and what mines “ ſupply them with 
the diamonds that ſparkle in their ear · rings. — A ſcreen 
covered with a ſet of coloured maps, and a cuſtom of 
referring from the public papers to thoſe beautiful 
draughts, has rendered the acquiſition of this know- 


| ledge, a diverſion rather than a taſk ; has inticed them 


into a valuable branch of ſcience, under the inviting 
diſguiſe of amuſement. — This ſerves to enlarge their 
apprehenſions of things; gives them magnificent 
thoughts of the great Creator; and may help to ſup- 


* preſs that filly ſelf admiration, which prompts ſo many 


pretty idols, to fancy themſelves the only conſiderable 


creatures under heaven. 
They ſpell to perfection; and have obtained this art, 


by a ſort of play, rather than by laborious application, 


phet till more emphatically ſpeaks), like-the chaff of the 
ſummer threſhing floors, which the wind carries off on us 
wings, and the place thereof is known no more, Dan. ii. 34. 

* The beſt of the diamond wines are in the kingdom of 
Golconda, near to Madraſs (or Fort St George, as it is fre- 
quently called, becaute the Eaft-India company have ſo nam- 
ed the ſort they have built, for the ſecurity of their impor» 


tant factory at Madrals.) | 
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Whenever they aſked any little gratification, it has been 
their papa's cultom,/to make them ſpell the word: which 
if they performed aright, they ſeldom failed to ſucceed: 
in their requeſſ They are miſtreſſes of the needle; 
and the pungelf Whoſe genius inclines that way, is 
expert in uſing the pencil. — Muſic is their recreation, 
not their buſineſs, The eldeſt, to a ſkilful finger, adds 
a melodious and welkregulated voice. She often en- 
tertains me with ſinging an anthem to her harpſicord. 
Entertains, did | ſay? dne really edifies me. Theſe 
truly excellent performances, Salt the defires, and 
compoſe the affections. They mſpire ſuch a ſerenity 
of delight, as leaves neither ating in the conſcience, 
nor a ſtain on the imagination.  Methinks, they bring, 
us a little-antepaſt of heaven, and tune gur fouls for 
its harmonious joys. Ib 
Thoronghly verſed in the moſt practical parts of 
arithmetic, they have each her week, wherein to-be en- 
truſted with the management of a ſum of money. This 
they diſburſe, as circumitances require, for the ſmaller 
neceſſaries of the family, Of this they keep an ex ict 
account, and make a regular entry of each particular 
in their day book. —Not loag ago, a tenant of inferior 
rank, came to Camillus with his rent, Inſtead: of re- 
ceiving it himſelf, he referred him to Miſs Serena. You 
would have been delighted to obſerve the behaviour of 
our little landlady, on this eccaſion; the engaging 
condeſcenſion, with which ſhe addreſſed the honelt ru- 
ſtic ; the tender good nature, with which ſhe enquired . + 
after my dameand the family at home :- the ready dex- 4 
terity, with which ſhe wrote and ſubſcribed a proper 
receipt: and, above all, her amiable generoſity, in re- 
turning half a crown, to buy a copy book for his eldeſt 
ſon; Who, he ſaid, was juſt going into joining- 
hand; but he feared, would never come to ſpell or 
write, half ſo well as her ladyſhip.“ | 
Thongh Camillus is carefuF to ground them betimes 
in the rules of economy, he is equally careful to cul- 
tivate a ſpirit of diſcreet beneficence. A few days ago, 
when my friend and his lady were abroad, Miſs Mitiſſa 
was informed of a poor woman in the pariſh, juſt brought 
to bed, after a long and hard labour; wao, being un- 
| M- 2 | 
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1238 ON THE REL TOGROUS 
happily married to a ſot of a fellow, Ms, at a time 
when the choiceſt comforts are ſcarcely ſufficient, de- 
ſtitute of the meaneſt conveniences. Upon hearing the 
calamitous caſe, ſhe immediately difpatched- a ſervant, 
wich a crown from her weekly toe, Partggo buy for 
the affſicted creature ſome preſent accommodations; 
and part, to defray the expences at ſuch a juncture, 
unavoidable; but gave a ſtrict charge, that the whole 
ſhould be employed for the relief of the diſtreſſed mo- 
ther, and her helpleſs infant; none of it fingered or. 
enjoyed by the worthleſs drone her huſband: When 
Camillus returned, he was ſo pleaſed with this ſeaſon - 
able and well jadged charity; that beſides his com- 
mendation and careſſes, he farther rewarded our con- 
liderate matron- like benefactreſs, by making her a 
Preſent of Clariſſa *. For he always contrives to make 
what tends to their improvemement, the matter of 
their reward. If they have committed a fault, they 
are forbid the privilege of uſing their maps. If they 
have behaved in a becoming manner, their recompence - 
is, not a piece of money, or a paper of ſweatmeats, but 
ſome new inſtruction on the globe, ſome new leflon on. 
the harpſicord; which may at once delight and improve 
them. 
To prevent a haughty carriage, and to worm. out al! 
inordinate felf-love, he teaches them to conſider their 
neighbours, as meinbers of the ſame univerſal family, 
and children of the ſame Almighty Father. However 
poor in their circumſtances, or mean in their aſpect, 
they are the objects of God's infinitely tender regards 
— of that God, who has given his own Son to ſuffer 
death for their pardon ;- and has prepared a heaven 
of endleſs bliſs, for their final reception. For which. 
reaſon ey ſhoutd deſpiſe none, but honour all: ſhould 
De as ready to do them good, as the hand is ready to 
ſooth the eye, when it ſmarts ; or eaſe the head, when 
it aches.—One afternoon, when he was going to treat 
them with an orange, he bid each of them bring a fine 
toy, lately received far a preſent. It was made in the 


* A book admirably calculated to inſtruct and entertain: 
wrote by the celebrated Mr Richardſon, in eight volumes 
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ſhape of a kniſß the hand of ivory, and inlaid with the 
gayeſt colours; the blade of glaſs, molt dazlingly bright, 


but without an edge, Cut the orange in two, ſaid their 
papa. When they both tried with their pretty knifes, 


and, to their no mall mortification, both failed, he 


fur niſhed them with another, of more ordinary appear- 


ance, but tolerably Harp. With this they eaſily pier - 
ced the rind, and came at the delicious juice 4 Who 


now, ſaid Camillus, « would not prefer ſuch fervice- 


able, though plain utenſil, to a hundred of thoſe glit- 
tering, but worthleſs trifles? And you, my dear chil- - 


dren, if you have no other commendations than a 


ſhewy perſon, and the trappings of dreſs; yor will be 


as contemptible in your generation, as that iufignifcant 


bable, But if it is the defire of your hearts, and the 
endeavour of your lives, to be extenſively uſefuf; you” 
will gain, and, what is better, you will deſerve reſpe&:” 


your names will be precious, and your memories bleſſed. 


With equal watchfulneſs, he” diſcountenances all 
thoſe acts of petulent barbarity, which children are ſo 
apt to exerciſe on the reptile creation. He will allo 
no court of inquiſition to be erected within his houſe; 
no, not upon the moſt deſpicable, or even the noxious | 
animals. The very nuiſances, that are endued with - 
life, he thinks, ſhould be diſpatched, not with a hing 
ering butchzry, but with a merciful expedition. — To ' 


read in pieces a poor fly, and feaſt their eyes with the 


mangled limbs, ſhivering and convulſed in the pangs of 


death: to impale a wretched inſe& on the'needle or the 
bodkin; aud, what is ſtill more ſhocking, to take plea- 


ſure in hearing its paſſionate moan, and ſeeing its ago- 
niziug ſtruggles; ſuch practices he abſolutely forbids, 
as iuſufferable violations of nature's law.“ Such xs tend 


to extinguiſh the ſoit emotions of pity, and inure the 
mind to a habit of inhumanity.—He often inforins his 


lovely pupils, that every living creature is ſenfible of 


ain: that none can be abuſed in this cruel' manner, 


without ſuffering very exquiſite miſery” To turn their 
torments into paſtime, and make ſport with their an- 
guiſh, is a rigour, more than tyranical, worfe than 
brutal; is the very reverſe of that benign Providence 


whoſe tender mercies are over all his works,.? 
N. 9; 83 
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He propoſes: to give them-a taſte of natural philoſc+- 
phy, and to accommodate them with the belt mieroſ- 
-copes; that the uſe of theſe inftruments, and a ſpice of 
that knowledge, may inſpire them with an early admi- 
ration of nature's works, and wih ehe deepeſt venera- 
tion of nature.s almighty: Author.—— Camillus: has no 
deſign to finiſh-a. couple of female philoſophers ;. or to 
divert their attention from thoſe. domeſtic arts, which 
are the trueſt accompliſkment- of the ſex *; yet neither 
would he have his daughters debarred from that ratio- 
nal and exalted delight, which is to be found in the con- 
templating curioſities of the great Creator's cabinet. 
Why may they not, without departing from their own, 
or encroaching.on the maſculine. character; why may 
they not be acquainted with the accurately nice ſtruc- 
ture of an animal; or with the proceſs and effects of 
vegetation ?. Why may they not learn the. admirable 
operations of the. air, or the wonderful properties of 
the. water? have ſome general notion of the immenſe 
magnitudes, the prodigious diſtances, and the ſtill more 
amazing revolutious of the heavenly -orbs? He appre- 
hends it very practicable, to conduct an entertainment 
with dignity, and order a family with propriety ; even 
while they retain ſome tolerable idea of theſe magnifi- 
cent laws, which regulate the ſyſtem of the univerſe, 
The. microicope, whenever they are inclined to a- 
muſe. themſelves, will ſhew them a profuſion of ſplen- 
did ornaments, in ſome of the moſt common and con- 
temptible objects. It will ſhew them gold and embroi- 
dery, diamonds and pearl, azure, green and vermilion; 
where unaſſiſted eyes behold not hing, but provocatives 
of their abhorrence. This inſtrument will ſhew them 
the brighteſt varniſh, and the moſt curious carving, 
even in the minuteſt ſcrapes of exiſtence. Far more ſur- 
priſing than the magic ſeats of the moſt dextrous jug- 
ger, it will treat their fight, not with deluſive, but 
wich real wonders. A hudge elephant + ſhall ſtalk, 


#..---For nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, than to-itudy houſhold good. 
+;-What is allufively ſaid of che detracting tongue, may, I 
thick, without a figure be affirmed of this wonderful inſtru- 


ment, Trahem in feſlica, elephaviem in culice, alpes & Y- 
rend 08 ſuliuſ in verruca oſtendit. a f 
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where a: puny mite was wont to craw], Blood ſhall 


bound from the beating heart, and eyes ſparkle with 


a lively luſtre ;- limbs ſhall play the moſt ſprightly mo- 
tions, or ſtand compoſed. in the moſt graceful attitudes; 
where nothing ordinarily appeared, but a: confuſed 
ſpeck of animated matten A tincture of philoſophy 


will be he of nature: will render all her ſcenes. 
all 


lovely, and all her apartments a theatre of diverſion.: 
diverſions infinitely ſuperior to thoſe dangerous delights, 
which are ſo apt to inveigle the alte@tions, and debauch 
the minds of young people: — When philoſophy lends 
her optics, an unclouded morning, beautifal with the 
riſing ſun; a clear night, brilliant with innumerable 
ſtars ; will be a more pleaſing ſpectaele than the gaudi- 


-eſt illuminations of the aſſembly room. The melody of 


birds, and the murmer of fountains ; the humming in- 
ſect, and the.ſighing gale : will be a. higher gratihea- 
tion, than the fineſt airs of an opera. A field covered 
with corn, or a meadow beſprinkled with daiſies; a 
marſh planted with ofiers, or a mountain ſhaded with 
oaks ; will yield a far more agreeable proſpect, than the 
moſt pompous ſcenes that decorate the ſtage. Should 


clouds overcaſt the heavens, or winter diirobe the flow- 


ers: an enquiry into the cauſes of thele grand viciſſi- 
tudes, will more than compenſate the tranſitory loſs, A 


diſcovery of the divine wiſdom and divine goodnels, in 
theſe ſeemingly diſaſtrous changes, will impart gaity to 


the moſt gloomy ſky, and make the moſt unornamented 
ſcaſons ſmile. 5 

It is for want of ſuch truly elegant and ſatisſactory 
amuſements, that ſo many ladies of the firit diltinc- 


tion, and fineſt genius, have no proper employ for their 
delicate capacities; but loſe their happineſs in flights 


of caprice, or fits of the vapour; lole their time in 
the moſt inſipid chat, or the moſt whimſical vagaries: 


while thought is a burden, and reflection is a drudgery, 


ſolitade fills them with horror, and a ſerious diſcourſe 
makes them. melancholy, | 
Above all, Camillus is moſt earneſtly deſirous to have 
his tender charge grounded in the principles, and ac- 
tuated with the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, No tcaeme, he is 
thoroughly perſuaded, was ever ſo wiſely calculated to 
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fweeten their tempers, to exalt thelf affections, and 
form them to felicity, either in this World or another. 
It is therefore his daily endeavour, by the moſt eaſy 
and endearing methods of inſtruction, to fill their 
minds with the knowledge of thoſe heavenly doctrines; 
and win their hearts to the Jove of that invaluable 
book, in which they are delineated. —He longs to have - 
—_ of God Almighty's goodneſs imprefied on their 
fouls, 
fanQifying Spirit, he world derive all the graces, and 


From this ſource, under the influences of the - 


all the duties of godlineſs . With this view he ſpeaks, 
of the Divine Majeſty, not only as ſupereminently great, 


but as moſt tranſeendently poſſeſſed of every delight- 
ful,” every charming excellence. 


He repreſents all the 
comforts they enjoy, and every bleſſing they receive, as 
the gifts of his bountiful hand, and as an earneſt of un- 

He often, often reminds 


them, that whatever their heavenly Father commands, 


J forbids, inflicts, proceeds from his overflowing. kind- 


neſs, and is intended for their eternal good, if, by theſe 
expedients, he may awaken in their minds an habitual - 
gratitude to their everlaſting Benefactor. The actings 

of which nobI: principle, are not only fruitful in every 


good work, but productive of the trueſt ſatisfaction: 


ſomewhat like the fragrant Reams of conſecrated 1n- 
cenſe; which, while they honoured the great object of 
worſhip, regaled wich their pleaſing perfurnes of deyout - 
worthip. | 

Nothing is more diſpleaſing to Camillus, than the 
fond flatteries, which their injudicious admirers beitow 
ou their ſhape and their complexion, the gracefulnes 


of their carriage, and the vivacity of their wit. He 


would fain make them ſenfible, that theſe embelliſh- 


* This method is perfectly conformable to the practice of 
the pialm.ſt ; Thy loving kinducſs is ever before nine cyes, ant, 
animated by this ſweet inducement, Ii Il in 1hy 41 wi, 
Plial. xvi. 3.--- To the injunction of qur divine matter; [/ 
you love me, let this be the proof, thisthe fruit of your af- 
tection, keep my conmmandne ts, Join xiv. 15 And to the 
experience of the chief of the apoſtles; Phe 1,ve of Cirif?, 
though not ezclufive of, yet ſuperior to every other motwez-- 
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ments are. of thadoweſtvalue, and moſt fading nature *;. 


abſolute need of a Saviour; * in all his offices; 


hearts, and make them in all their convertauony: holy. 
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EDU CAT TUN OF DAUGHTERS, 143 
— that if they tender their poſſeſſors vain and ſelf con- 
ceited, they are fa greater blemiſhes, than a hump on 
the back, a wen in the neck, or ſtuttering in the ſpeech. 
— He would have them thoroughly convinced, that, 
notwithſtanding all Weir ſilks, diamonds, and other 
marks of their ſupe fie eircumſtances, they are igno - ; 
rant, guilty, impotent/geatures, blind to truths of the _ 
Jaſt importance; deſer vinguthe- vengeance of eternal 
fire, and. unable of bea Think a good thought: 
that, from ſuch convictions, Whey may perceive their 


—as a prophet, to teach them  heavenly/wifdom ;—as- 
a Prieſt, to atone for all their mating; many gas; as a 
King to ſubdue their iniquities, write hi %s in their 


In ſhort, the point he chiefly. labours, ish erk in 

their hearts a deep, an abiding ſenſe, that God i r 
ſupreme, their only good; that the bleſſed Jeſus is 7 
rock of their hopes, and the fountain of their ſalvation bx 
that all their dependance, for acquiring the beauties of WM 
holineſs, and taſting the joys of the ſublimelt virtue, is 
to be placed on the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. — Amidſt; © > 
all theſe efforts of his own, hEnever forgets, never fails. 
to plead, that precious promiſe of the unchangeable je- | 
hovah ; [will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed; and my ble, 4 
Jing upon thy offspring : and they ſhall grow up, in knows 
ledge and in grace, us willows. by the water courſes . 


* Here is the amiable and noble reverſe of that modiſl: 
picture repreſented by Milton -: * , 

For that fair female troop thou ſaw'ſt, that ſeed. 

Of. goddeſſes, ſo blyth, to ſmooth, ſo gay, 

Vet empty of all good, wherein conſiſis 2 
Woman's domeſtic honour and chief praiſe; g 
Bred only and completed to the taſte | 
Of luſtful appetence, to ſing, to dance, 

To dreſs, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye. 2 4 

| | B. XI. 674. W 

+1/a. xliv. 3, 4. A promiſe of ineſtimable worth; never to 
be forgotten by believing parents; better, to their children, 
than the largeſt patrimony, er the richeſt dowery.- it 18 


exceedingly beautiful, and equally comfortable. Not, I will 


drop, 1 will deſtii, but I will powr : denoting a ys and I 
copious ſupply. They ſhall grow, not as à rot out of a ary” 
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1 A lady of brilliant parts, extraordinary 
ety; told Camillus, ries, _ whale: Ipoil the pretty 
Aears; would extinguiſh that deſcent pride and fond- 
[alk for-pleaſure, which are ſhining qualifications in an 
accompliſhed young lady; "=P give her-an elevation 
_ of ſentiment, and a delicacy of talte, greatly ſuperior * 
to the ignoble , wolgar., — e om be replied, * Far 
from extirpating their Do Fonly attempt to turn 
them into à right” chann & dre them to the 
worthielt objects, 1 am, that they ſhould 
dave a deſcent ambitie an ambition, not to catch the 
giddy omcomb's eye, oÞ be the hackney'd toaſt of rakes; 
but to pleaſe then rents; to make a huſband happy; 
and to promote + glory of God. They may enter ; 
tain a fondneſs leaſure; but ſuch pleaſure as will 
enoble cheir fouls, Ford (hem fubltanial ſatisfaction, 
| | 5 — _ lepare them for the fruition of immortal bliſs, — 


© VE 


m be covetous allo, if you pleaſe, Madam; but 
Fetous of redeeming their time, and of gaining in» 
JclleQual improvement; covetous of thoſe riches, which 
no moth can corrupt, nor thief r which neither 
time nor death deſtroy.” 

In all theſe inſtandes of parental ſolicitude, his beloy- 
ed Emelia takes her conſtant, her willing ſhare; con- 
«tributes her ad vice in every plan that is concerted ; and 

her hearty concurrence in every expedient that is exe- 
_.cuted?; every expedient, for poliſhing the human jew- 
el , and making their manners as faultleſs as their forms. 
ay the God of infinite goodneſs, the ſacred ſource o 
aan perfection, proſper their endeavours! that as the 
. young ladies are adorned in their perſons, with native 
beauty, they may be enriched, in their underſtandings 
with refined knowledge; and dignified, in their ſouls 
with the ſpirit of the bleſſed Jeſus. Ihen, ſurely, more 
- amiable objects, the eye of man cannot behold; more 
_ Ceſirable partners, the heart of man cannot with. 
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Freund; but as a tree. planted in a moſt kindly. ſoil, where 


it is plentifully watered, and flouriſhes in the moſt . 
manner. 


Oelighiful taſk.! to ar the tender thouglit, 
To teach the young idea how to ſhoot. 
* pour the maſa. inſtruction o'er the mind. 
THONSON' 8 Spring, 


